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In Judges chapter 15, Samson 
had been wronged by his 
father-in-law.  While Samson 

was away, he took Samson’s new 
wife and gave her to another man.  
In an act of revenge, Samson 
took matters into his own 
hands.  He burned up the fields 
of the Philistines, destroying 
their crops.  The Philistines in 
turn killed Samson’s wife and 
father-in-law.  Samson went 
on to kill some of the Philistine 
men.  This is not the way that a 
man who took a Nazarite vow 
ought to behave.  Samson, who 
was supposedly dedicated to the 
Lord, was acting as if he didn’t 
even know the Lord.  God had 
to teach him a vital lesson.  He 
had to bring Samson to the end 
of himself, and He did so by 
allowing Samson to be captured 
by the Philistines and bound 
hand and foot.  What a sad place 
for a child of God to be.  So far in 
this story, we have seen: 
I. Samson’s Problem (vs. 8)
II. Samson’s Predicament   

(vs. 9-14a) 
This week, let’s consider: 

III. Samson’s Power (vs. 14b-17) 
 We read in these verses, 
“...and the Spirit of the Lord came 
mightily upon him, and the cords 
that were upon his arms became 
as flax that was burnt with fire, 
and his bands loosed from off 
his hands. And he found a new 
jawbone of an ass, and put forth 
his hand, and took it, and slew 
a thousand men therewith. And 
Samson said, With the jawbone 
of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with 
the jaw of an ass have I slain a 
thousand men. And it came to 
pass, when he had made an end 
of speaking, that he cast away 

the jawbone out of his hand, and 
called that place Ramathlehi.”  
 All of a sudden, in the 
midst of Samson’s predicament, 
we read that “the Spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon” Samson.  
Samson tears out of the cords 
and slays a thousand Philistines.  
How did this happen?  Where 
did Samson get this strength?  I 
believe that the answer is found 
in the instrument that he used to 
kill the Philistines.  I believe that 
there is a picture that the Bible 
is painting here.  The Bible says 
that he slew the Philistines with 
“a new jawbone of an ass.”  

 Certain animals are 
known for specific attributes.  
For example, we say “a memory 
like an elephant” or “sly as a 
fox.”  This animal (the donkey) 
is known for its strong self-
will.  Notice that it is a “new” 
jawbone of a donkey.  The word 
“new” means that it was freshly 
killed.  I believe that the picture 
here is clear.  What happened to 
the animal was a picture of what 
happened to Samson.  Samson 
received God’s strength because 
he slew his stubborn self-will.  
And when Samson did this, he 
swapped his strength for God’s 
strength.  When he did this, he 
accomplished in God’s strength 
what he could not accomplish in 
his own strength!  
 There is a strength that we 
have and a strength that God has.  
We get God’s strength when our 

strength is yielded to His.  God’s 
strength is not only much greater 
than ours, but it is much different 
than ours.  Our strength would 
use swords, weapons, or guns to 
kill a host of Philistines, while 
God chose to use the jawbone of 
a donkey.  God’s ways are not our 
ways.  We must simply trust and 
yield to Him and let Him do His 
supernatural work!  For example, 
we read in 1 Corinthians 1:20, 
“...hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world?”  Yielding 
to God and His way will always 
accomplish more than doing 
things our own way.  Another 
example is found in the Old 
Testament  when God instructed 
Joshua and the Israelites to take 
the city of Jericho.  The defeat of 
Jericho was not done by man’s 
might or man’s strength, but by 
God’s strength.  The Israelites 
yielded to God’s instructions of 
silently marching around the 
walls of Jericho each day for six 
days, and then on the seventh 
day marching around seven 
times and then shouting—and 
the walls fell down.  They yielded 
to God and experienced God’s 
strength!  
 This applies to every 
area of the Christian life.  For 
example, a Christian wife will 
accomplish far more in her 
husband’s life by submitting to 
him than by badgering him.  A 
Christian father can accomplish 
far more in his family by being 
faithful to church and to God 
than by choosing to work 
overtime and miss church.  A 
church can accomplish far more 
for the cause of Christ by being 
Christ-like than by being like the 
world.  When we die to self and 
yield to God, we will see God’s 
power work in our life!

•	 Sun., September 24  
Workers’ Meeting at 5:35 PM

•	 Sun., September 24  
Birthday & Anniversary Fellowship 
after the evening service

•	 Sat., October 14  
Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 8:30 AM

•	 Wed.-Sun., October 25-29 
Missions Conference    
Conference Speaker: John O’Malley 
(General Director of World Wide 
New Testament Baptist Missions) 
Visiting Missionaries: McKinney 
Family to Bolivia, Rose Family to 
Kenya, Jim Civale to the Samoan 
Islands, Seth Acree to Ghana

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM

Weekly Events

Church Activities September 22, 2017

Capitol Baptist CAPTIONS



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: land swap approval
•	Charles Bell: knee replacement surgery recovery
•	Katrina Bish: grade 4 glioblastoma brain cancer, 

follow-up treatments in Mexico, chemotherapy
•	Faith Brough: shingles
•	Beau Cordrey: broken leg; surgery recovery
•	Mrs. D’Archangelo: inoperable brain tumor, 

on hospice
•	S.M. Davis: surgery recovery
•	Jack Evans: cancer surgery recovery, biopsy results
•	Craig Gsell: new kidney donor, wisdom
•	Doris Hutchinson: rehab in Silver Lake  

Center, Room 223B
•	Barbara Kaiser: pacemaker surgery recovery
•	Marc Madlangbayan: surgery recovery
•	Ralph Prange: injections on September 22
•	Heather Reece: knee replacement surgery  

recovery
•	Alysa Sawyer: surgery on September 27
•	Nancy Stevens: foot surgery recovery
•	Karen Tyson: progressing cancer
•	Jack Walton: recovery from shoulder injury
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From the Mission Field
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 A hospital ministry has opened up for us in Tuktukan (Cruz-
Rabe General Hospital)! We continue to evangelize Tuktukan with 
our new Gospel tracts. Our sending church is shipping 60,000 
Tagalog John & Romans to help us in this endeavor.  The jailhouse 
ministry continues to see fruit.  The mission-work has lost three 
regular attendees due to relocation.  Pray that they will attach 
themselves to a solid New Testament Baptist church.  We are glad 
to be able to stay in touch with them and help them find a good 
church.  Visit our webpage at hardecker.com to see a couple videos 
that will encourage you to pray for us! Thank you for your faithful 
support!

Praise Reports:
•	 Praise God Marcia’s visa application was accepted and is now in 

the works.
•	 Praise the Lord that the boys’ dual-citizenship application was 

finalized, and we are now just waiting for their official certificate 
of recognition.

•	 Praise the Lord for a new family that started attending our 
Sunday services.

•	 Praise God for an increase in our children’s Sunday school 
ministry.  We now have a steady and faithful attendance of about 
37 children.  If they all came, we would have well over 60.

Prayer Requests:
•	 Spiritual growth in the lives of our new converts.  Some need to 

take the next step of baptism and church membership.
•	 Prospects to attend.  We have a number of prospects who make 

shallow commitments, but we trust that the Lord will do the 
work in their hearts and that they will attend as they said they 
would.  Promises are only good when kept!

WT’s Letter (7 yrs. old)
 Dear Friends, This summer, when school let out, I was able 
to go visiting with Dad.  I like to ride my bike and Joe likes to ride 
his scooter.  I pass out stickers to the kids that come to Sunday 
School.  I started piano lessons and me and Mom practice songs.  
We did a summer reading program.  My birthday is in Setyembre 
(September) that word was in Tagalog.  Joe and I are excited because 
Papaw and Mamaw are coming!  We love you and miss you. Love, 
W.T.

Address: 
Block 6-A Lot 12 Bedford St. | Pacific Residences Subdv. | 
Ususan, Taguig City | 1632, NCR | Philippines
Email: hardecker@gmail.com
Website: hardecker.com
Skype: 717.862.8921

Nancy Stevens
Foot Surgery Recovery

4153 Carpenter Bridge Road
Felton, DE 19943

Please pray for Nancy this week as she 
recovers from her surgery. Consider 
sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  12 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Corner   
Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


