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As the tragic events of Ruth 
chapter 1 unfold, we find a 

woman named Naomi allowing 
these events to propel her into 
a backslidden condition.  We 
see this evident in two ways.  
First, we see her dealings with 
her daughters-in-law.  In verses 
9-15, we see Naomi trying to 
convince them not to return to 
the Promised Land with her.  
Naomi has lost faith in God and 
sees no reason for them to return 
with her.  She tells them in verse 
11, “Turn again, my daughters: 
why will ye go with me?”  This 
convinces Orpah to stay in the 
heathen land of Moab with its 
false gods and not return with 
Naomi to Israel.  After Orpah 
leaves, Naomi turns to Ruth and 
says in verse 15, “Behold, thy 
sister in law is gone back unto her 
people, and unto her gods: return 
thou after thy sister in law.”  These 
are the words of a backslidden 
believer.  Then second, we also see 
evidence of Naomi’s backslidden 
condition in the statements that 
she makes about God.  In verse 
13, she says “...for it grieveth me 
much for your sakes that the hand 
of the Lord is gone out against 
me.”  Then in verse 20 when she 
returns to Bethlehem-Judah, we 
read that she says to the people, 
“Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: 
for the Almighty hath dealt very 
bitterly with me.”  Then finally in 
verse 21, we read, “I went out full, 
and the Lord hath brought me 
home again empty...”  Naomi has 
clearly lost sight of God’s love for 
her even though He has allowed 
some tragic things to occur in her 
life.  She should have responded 
like Job in Job 13:15 when he said, 
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
in him: but I will maintain mine 
own ways before him.”  Instead, 

Naomi allowed her circumstances 
to affect both herself and those 
around her.  

So far, we have seen: 
I. The Condition of Naomi 

(vs. 6-7)
II. The Persuasion of Orpah 

(vs. 8-15)
This week, let’s consider: 

III. The Determination of Ruth 
(vs. 16-18)

 We read in these verses, 
“And Ruth said, Intreat me not 
to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee: for whither 
thou goest, I will go; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God 
my God: Where thou diest, will I 
die, and there will I be buried: the 
Lord do so to me, and more also, 
if ought but death part thee and 
me.  When she saw that she was 
stedfastly minded to go with her, 
then she left speaking unto her.” 

 What is interesting is 
that God used the backslidden 
condition of Naomi to test the 
faith of both Orpah and Ruth.  
Orpah failed the test by allowing 
Naomi to influence her to go back 
to Moab.  But Ruth did not allow 
Naomi’s influence to affect her.  
Instead, Ruth chose to follow the 
Lord.  We read in verse 16, “thy 
people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God.”  Then in verse 18, 
we read the reason for this.  Ruth 
was “stedfastly minded.”  This is 
the way that it ought to be for 

all of us.  It should not matter 
what other Christians (or anyone 
else, for that matter) are doing.  
It should not matter how many 
people are or are not living for 
God, or how many people have 
standards of separation or don’t 
have standards of separation, 
or how many go soul-winning 
or don’t go soul-winning.  The 
behavior of others should not 
determine whether or not you 
and I live for God. 
 Perhaps one of the most 
difficult things to face in the 
Christian life is what Orpah and 
Ruth faced.  Naomi, who was one 
of God’s people, solicited them 
to do something that was wrong.  
Instead of encouraging them to 
trust God and live for God and 
follow God, she told them to 
return to their heathen gods.  This 
must have been confusing.  
 We expect people who 
claim to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour to be 
encouraging people to live for 
God, not to do wrong.  But 
quite often, those that are in a 
backslidden condition will do the 
opposite.  They will solicit others 
to partake of their sin.  We read in 
Proverbs 1:10, “My son, if sinners 
entice thee, consent thou not.”  
 Orpah did not do so well 
with this solicitation, but thank 
God that Ruth did!  Ruth gives 
us a wonderful example of how 
to do the right thing despite the 
negative influence of others.  
Thank God for a young lady who 
was determined to do what was 
right.  
 Influence is a powerful 
thing.  May the Lord help us 
remember that no matter how 
persuasive a backslidden believer 
can be, we must determine to do 
what is right!
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•	 Fri., July 27   

Teen Rally (7th-12th grades)   
6:30-9:00 PM

•	 Mon.-Fri., August 6-10 
Youth Camp

•	 Sat., August 18   
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting

•	 Sat., August 25   
Ladies’ Summer Tea  
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

•	 Sun.-Wed., September 23-26 
Revival with Ron Comfort

•	 Wed.-Sun., October 17-21 
Missions Conference

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities July 27, 2018

Capitol Baptist
CAPTIONS



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer, 

lot line adjustment in progress
•	HVAC Replacement: phase 2 received–$21,858; 

phase 2 goal–$33,000
•	Paisley Combs: continued improvement,  

upcoming MRI to determine surgical procedure
•	Alliyah Coppage: upcoming mouth surgery
•	Eliana Hassler: broken wrist
•	Fran Horne: health
•	Doris Hutchinson: broken knee; in Pinnacle 

Rehab, Room 205B
•	Mike Jager: recovery from heart procedures
•	Joe Kaiser: cancer–hormone treatment, radiation 

in September; recovery from heart stents procedure
•	Rick Peters: recovery from stroke, rehab
•	Frency Ramos: healthy pregnancy
•	Harold Reece: praise - bone marrow testing 

negative for cancer!
•	Genevieve Scholfield: recovery from  

shoulder surgery
•	Janet Schroer: recovery from hand surgery
•	Robin Sharp: knee replacement surgery recovery
•	Edna Wheeler: recovery from back surgery; in 

Eden Hill Rehab, Room 332
•	Ivan Wiest: nerve damage in back
•	Melvin Williams: dizziness; doctors’ wisdom
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From the Mission Field
NOEL  &  C H A RLE NE  SHRIVNAU T H -  GU YANA

July 2018
Dear Friends and Co-Investors in the City of the Great King,
 I pray all is well with you.  As the heat of the summer sun increases 
and the days get longer, my prayer is that you will take the opportunity 
to also increase your witness for the Lord, no matter where your travels 
may take you.  We pray for you and praise God for your love to us and for 
your abounding support for our ministry.  The Lord has blessed us with 
long-time, faithful supporters.  These are the churches, pastors, people, 
and individuals who have stayed with us in season and out, through the 
years.  May God bless you, your family, your church, and your work for 
Him.
 Our church has put forth a strident effort to train more soul 
winners, and the results are already being seen.  We have now more 
qualified soul winners who are bringing in more fruit from the harvest.  
The training is ongoing and we expect to see better things accomplished 
in the Lord’s work.  As you already know, this is not done without the 
enemy opposing our efforts.  Some of our people are finding that their 
employers want them to work on Sundays.  Steady jobs are not easy to 
find, and life here on the mission field is definitely a huge challenge.  
Many times, our people have to go far away into the “bush,” as they call 
it, to find employment.  They work for gold mining companies or in 
the lumber industry.  These isolated camps are located deep within the 
Amazon Rainforest.  Their pay is menial, and the work is back-breaking.  
The risk of getting malaria is always present in those areas.  There are no 
churches, and the people they work around are rough and ungodly.  You 

can imagine how detrimental it is for young Christians to withstand that 
crowd.  Please keep these in mind as you pray for us and the work of the 
Lord here.
 Praise the Lord there have been 100 salvations and 20 baptisms in 
our church during May through June.  Thank you, once again, for your 
faithfulness in support.
Excerpts from March 2018 Letter:
 In January and February, our church experienced the joy of 
seeing 107 persons receive Christ as Savior and 20 of those following in 
baptism.  As my family and I walk the streets of our city visiting our bus 
route on Saturdays, as we see the broken lives of people and the washed-
out souls of those taken captive by the allurements of sin, I often pause 
and wonder, “That could be me, my children, my life, but for the mercy 
and grace of God.”  This is one reason I stay on the field and in the fiercest 
fire of the battle.  I figure if He did it for me, He can do it for a boy named 
Shemar and a girl named Sherelle or the family of Andy and Shelly and 
dozens of others like them.  Little, sometimes very little, I see growth, but 
it is there. 

In Christ Jesus the anchor holds,
The Shrivnauth Family

Noel, Charlene, Rydal, Gretel, Elsie, and Nolan

Address: c/o Baptist International Missions, Inc.
P.O. Box 9 | Harrison, TN 37341 | Email: singwenoel@gmail.com
Phone: 570.837.3693 (Stateside) or 011.592.233.6633 (Field)

Combs Family
Paisley’s Upcoming MRI

917 Blanco Road
Millington, MD 21651

Please pray for the Combs family as baby 
Paisley will soon be having an MRI to 

determine the surgical procedure she needs. 
Consider sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  10 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  42 salvations, 13 assurances

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


