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For the last few weeks, we 
have been looking at the 
story of Samson.  Samson is 

one of the most familiar judges in 
the Bible.  
 In Judges 13, the angel of 
the Lord appears to an unnamed 
barren woman and tells her that 
she is going to conceive.  The 
child that she would give birth to 
would be used of God to “begin to 
deliver” the children of Israel out 
of the hand of the Philistines.  This 
child’s name was Samson.  Judges 
chapter 13 gives us the story of the 
birth of Samson.  After Samson’s 
birth, we read in verse 24, “And 
the woman bare a son, and called 
his name Samson: and the child 
grew, and the Lord blessed him.”  
Although Samson’s life wavered 
in many ways, God did use him in 
the nation of Israel.  Let’s see if we 
can see why God did bless him.  
 So far in this chapter, we 
have seen:
I. The Distress in Israel   

(vs. 1-2)
II. The Declaration of the Lord 

(vs. 3-5)
This week, let’s consider:

III. The Dedication of the 
Parents (vs. 6-23)

 In verses six through 
twenty-three, we read of the 
interaction between Manoah 
(Samson’s father), his wife 
(Samson’s mother), and the angel 
of the Lord.  Let’s note some 
things that they say and do.  In 
verse eight, when Manoah is told 
about the meeting with his wife, 
announcing the birth of his son, 
he prays to God, “O my Lord, let 
the man of God which thou didst 
send come again unto us, and teach 
us what we shall do unto the child 

that shall be born.”  Then, in verse 
twelve, when the Lord appears to 
them, he asks Him, “How shall 
we order the child, and how shall 
we do unto him?”  Then in verse 
twenty, we read that Manoah and 
his wife “fell on their faces to the 
ground.”  In other words, they 
worshipped God.  Then in verse 
twenty-two, we read Manoah 
saying to his wife, “We shall surely 
die, because we have seen God.”  
Manoah recognized that God was 
in all of this!

 Even though Manoah 
and his wife were living in a 
nation that was distressed, and 
they were going through some 
personal distress (she had been 
barren for years), they still obeyed 
the commandments of the Lord.  
They desired to do exactly what 
God told them to do.  No wonder 
Samson would be blessed!   
 So often, when Christians 
experience distress in their lives 
—a trial, an illness, someone 
wronging them, or things not 
going their way—they allow that 
distress to cause them to drift 
away from God, miss church, 
or disobey the Lord.  Near the 
beginning of the book of Judges, 
in Judges 2:20-22, we read of a 
very important principle.  We 
read, “And the anger of the Lord 
was hot against Israel; and he 
said, Because that this people hath 
transgressed my covenant which 
I commanded their fathers, and 
have not hearkened unto my voice; 

I also will not henceforth drive 
out any from before them of the 
nations which Joshua left when he 
died: That through them I may 
prove Israel, whether they will 
keep the way of the Lord to walk 
therein, as their fathers did keep it, 
or not.”  God allowed the nations 
of the Canaanites to remain so 
that through them He would test 
Israel, to see if they would obey or 
not.  
 Sometimes, when trials 
come, many Christians repel 
the trial, or get angry at their 
circumstances, or get bitter about 
their situation.  But the truth of 
the matter is that Christians are 
supposed to “count it all joy” 
when they face trials.  We read in 
Romans 5:3-4, “And not only so, 
but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience; And patience, experience; 
and experience, hope:”  Then in 
James 1:2-4, “My brethren, count 
it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh 
patience.  But let patience have her 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing.”  God 
desires for us to have the proper 
attitude towards distress and 
trials.  We are to see them as 
opportunities to shine forth as 
lights in a dark world.  When an 
unbeliever sees a believer “count 
it all joy” during trials, and “glory 
in tribulations,” it will send the 
message to a lost and dying world 
that our God is real! Faithfulness 
through a trial expresses our trust 
in God! 
 Samson’s parents did not 
allow the troubled times they 
were in to cause them to disobey 
God.  They would simply “Trust 
and Obey.”  Do we?

•	 Sat., June 17   
Men’s Barbecue   
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

•	 Sun., June 18   
Father’s Day

•	 Sun.-Thurs., July 2-6 
Jubilee: Sunday, regular church 
schedule; Monday-Thursday, 7:00 
PM services with two speakers each 
evening; and Tuesday-Thursday,  
morning sessions from 9:30 AM to 
12:00 noon

•	 Mon.-Fri., July 24-28 
Vacation Bible School  

•	 Mon.-Fri., August 7-11 
Youth Camp - Grades 4-12

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church: continued growth
•	First State Baptist Church: financial 

support, church growth
•	Mayfair Park Property: continued progress 

towards land swap
•	Katrina Bish: grade 4 glioblastoma brain  

cancer, continued treatment
•	Patty Bult: multiple myeloma cancer to the  

plasma cells, chemotherapy
•	Mrs. D’Archangelo: inoperable brain tumor
•	Chris DeLong: back procedure on June 9 
•	April Dolyny: heart surgery recovery, bone  

cancer treatments
•	Katrina Greene: brain surgery recovery,  

physical therapy (14-yrs.-old)
•	Craig Gsell: dialysis complications; needs a new 

donor for kidney transplant
•	Mike Jager & Family: bereavement - loss of 

Mike’s brother, Bill
•	Brenda Lehmann-Taffe: kidney procedure 

recovery, in Kent General Hospital
•	Bethany McKay: recovery from C-section
•	Ray Megonigal: COPD
•	Nix Family: bereavement - loss of Linda’s mother
•	Lois Puckett: therapy for back injury
•	Esther Raab: stage 4 cancer, radiation 
•	Wells Family: bereavement - loss of Lewis Wells
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From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
M ARK &  LI ND A  SIGSTAD -  BIMI  A .R .M .

March-May 2017
Dear Friends:
 1 Peter 3:15 admonishes us to “be ready to give an answer...”  
I have had several unique opportunities in the past few weeks.  
After returning from a trip to West Africa, I was at home working 
outside (on a ladder trimming a thorn bush).  The ladder fell and so 
did I.  I injured my hand, including breaking some bones, shoving 
a thorn into my hand which then broke off and left debris in the 
hand, and incurring damage to my tendons.  I am grateful for a 
great orthopedic surgeon who was able to get me back to normal 
(almost).  Because of the injury, I had to go through several weeks 
of therapy at the hospital, and in one of the sessions just before 
Easter, I was asked by several other patients as well as my therapist 
what I was doing for the “holiday.”  Since I was asked, I was able to 
give a clear Gospel presentation to five people.  All seemed very 
interested, and after my session, I was able to lead two people to the 
Lord.  Accidents can lead to soul-winning opportunities!
 Linda and I are grateful for your prayers.  Linda’s health is 
stable, and we are grateful that God is giving her strength.  Thanks 
for praying for me also; my hand is healing well, and I am thankful 
that I only had to miss one conference.  Thank God for insurance, 
too!! 
 I have many meetings scheduled, and several more trips to 
West Africa coming up.  Please join me in praying for our national 

pastors.  The key to any missionary work that remains is the national 
pastor.  I ask that you pray for the following men who are facing 
some challenges at this time:

•	 Pastor Samson and his church building project
•	 Pastor Kelani needs to finish his house so he can move in.
•	 Pastor Tunde whose wife faces several medical challenges
•	 Pastor Moses: 20-year anniversary of his church upcoming
•	 Pastor Jide: 30-year anniversary of his church upcoming
•	 Pastor Henry: 10-year anniversary of his church
•	 Pastor Gbenga has need for his own home.
•	 Pastor Amos is beginning work on his church building.
•	 Pastor Ezekiel is facing medical challenges.

 These men are good men who carry on the work of the 
ministry.  Several of these churches we started, and we covet your 
prayers for them.  Thank you for your vital part in our ministry.

Sincerely for the Lord,
Bro. Mark Sigstad

Address: P.O. Box 11643, Merrillville, IN 46411
Home Phone: 219.427.0023 | Cell Phone: 219.576.2784
Email: marksigstad@yahoo.com

Ray Megonigal
COPD

2206 Hazlettville Road
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Ray this week as he 
struggles with his health, and consider 

sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  4 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation, 1 baptism, 
  3 new members

Corner   
Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


