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A famous maker of violins 
had searched all over the 
world for most of his life 

to try to find the highest quality 
wood to make his violins.  The 
wood he was looking for had to 
be strong while maintaining the 
ability to give forth a beautiful 
resonance that no other wood 
could give.  Finally, one day, 
he found that wood.  It was 
located in the trees of the Rocky 
Mountains, 12,000 feet above sea 
level.  In that place, winters were 
brutal with recurring blizzards 
and temperatures that dipped 
well below zero.  Summers were 
blistering hot, with temperatures 
in excess of 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit, which dried up the 
land.  The wind never stopped 
blowing in that place either.  
These harsh conditions produced 
a tree whose wood was so strong, 
and gave forth the most beautiful 
resonant sound, that it was perfect 
to use in producing the world’s 
finest violins.  That wood never 
would have been produced if it 
were not for the trying conditions 
that those trees face.  God works 
the same way.  He uses adversity 
and trials in our lives to make us 
strong.  
 In the beginning portion 
of the book of Ruth, we find a 
family that faced a trial.  But 
instead of allowing this trial to 
develop them, they responded 
wrongly, and this trial almost 
completely destroyed them.  We 
are considering the thought, A 
Famine in the Land.  
I. The Famine (vs. 1a)
 We read in verse 1, “Now 
it came to pass in the days when 
the judges ruled, that there was a 
famine in the land…”  The story 
of Ruth takes place in the days of 

the Judges.  This was a time when 
God’s people were in a state of 
great apostasy.  Israel had sunk 
to new levels of idolatry.  They 
ignored the true and living God, 
while creating their own god 
to fit their liking, and attached 
the name of God to it.  We are 
told that it was in these days 
that God’s people faced a great 
trial—a famine.  In other words, 
there was a great shortage of 
food.  For most of us, we do not 
truly understand hunger.  

 In Haiti, three quarters 
of the population earns less than 
$2 per day.  One in five children 
is chronically malnourished.  
People are so hungry that they 
buy patties made of mud, oil, 
and sugar from vendors.  Most 
of us cannot relate to this kind 
of living.  Hunger is a very 
trying test.  What is interesting 
in our text is where this famine 
took place.  It took place in the 
Promised Land amongst God’s 
people.  More specifically, it 
took place in Bethlehem, which 
means the house of bread.  What 
a paradox—to have no food 
at the house of bread!  God’s 
people have never been exempt 
from famines.  In Genesis 12:10, 
Abraham and Sarai experienced 
a famine in the land.  In Genesis 
26:1, Isaac experienced a famine 
in the land.  In Genesis 41, Jacob 
and his family experienced a 
famine.  And in 2 Samuel 21:1, 
David experienced a famine.  
This teaches us a very important 
lesson.  We can be in the very 
place that God wants us to be, at 

the very time that God wants us 
to be there, and still experience a 
devastating trial in our lives!  
 Sometimes, we get the 
idea that because we are serving 
God, we are faithful to church 
services, and we have given our 
lives to God, that we should never 
experience any trials.  But trials 
do come to those who serve the 
Lord.  Christians do experience 
health problems, trouble in 
our homes, trouble at our jobs, 
financial difficulties, and a host 
of other problems.  We are not 
exempt from troubles! 
 In order to understand 
the purpose of trials, we must 
always remember that God is 
omnipotent, omniscient, and 
omnipresent.  In other words, 
He is all-powerful, all-knowing, 
and everywhere present.  There 
is nothing that He does not know 
and cannot do.  He owns the cattle 
on a thousand hills, He knows the 
beginning from the end, He loves 
us with an everlasting love, and 
He has promised us that all things 
work together for good to them 
that love Him.  As Christians, 
we must remember these things; 
otherwise, we will have a wrong 
view of our trials. 
 When penning the book 
of Philippians, the apostle Paul 
was in prison.  He wrote to the 
church at Philippi in chapter 1,           
beginning in verse 12, “But I 
would ye should understand, 
brethren, that the things which 
happened unto me have fallen out 
rather unto the furtherance of the 
gospel;”  Paul understood that 
God had a purpose in this trial.  
 What are some of the 
biblical reasons that God allows 
His children to experience trials?  
We will examine this question in 
the upcoming weeks!

•	 Sun., June 10   
Anniversary Sunday - Pastor Fowler 
preaching, dinner on the grounds 

•	 Sat., June 16   
Men’s Barbecue - 11:00 AM-2:00 PM

•	 Sun., June 17   
Father’s Day - Every father in  
attendance will receive a gift.

•	 Sun.-Thu., July 1-5 
Jubilee

•	 Mon.-Fri., July 16-20 
Vacation Bible School

•	 Mon.-Fri., August 6-10 
Youth Camp

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM

Weekly Events
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: land conversion 

approval from the National Park Service
•	HVAC Replacement: currently given - $26,547; 

total goal - $75,000
•	Judy Bungori: recovery from neck surgery
•	Paisley Combs: continued improvement;  

upcoming sleep study
•	Fisher/Frederics Families: bereavement - 

passing of Bobby Fisher
•	Elijah Gonzalez: proper liver functioning,  

continued improvement
•	Bonnie Humphreys: recovery from delivery, 

high blood pressure, in KGH; baby Sarah in NICU
•	Doris Hutchinson: broken knee; in Pinnacle 

Rehab, Room 205B
•	Joe Kaiser: cancer–hormone treatment, radiation 

in September
•	Frankie Long: heart valve replacement surgery 

recovery; in KGH
•	John Mosemann: strength (Parkinson’s worse)
•	Sam Mukoyama: cancer - hormone treatment
•	Rick Peters: recovery from stroke, rehab
•	Frency Ramos: healthy pregnancy
•	Genevieve Scholfield: shoulder surgery
•	Jack Walton: separated shoulder
•	Ivan Wiest: back surgery
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From the Mission Field
TED &  TONI E  FA RRI S  -  NAVAJO INDIANS

January-February 2018
Dear Friends,
 I apologize if this letter has come a little later than usual.  This has 
been the season for a lot of sickness on the reservation and in our area.  
We have encouraged our people to stay home if they are getting sick.  
Several have been hospitalized, including my wife with some flu bug she 
could not overcome.  She is home now recuperating.  The hospitals are 
full daily with those who have viruses and sicknesses.  I understand many 
other states have been hit with sickness and even death.
 On Sunday nights, several of our Navajo men are rotating around 
and teaching in the book of Deuteronomy.  It is a real blessing to see our 
men being more involved in teaching and preaching.  Each man takes 
about a half chapter and speaks on it.  They write questions on the verses 
and get the congregation involved in answering questions and learning 
memory verses.  I believe our people are being challenged to study and 
be prepared more on Sunday evenings.  Our hearts’ desire is to see God 
raise up Navajo men to preach the gospel.  We have potentials for sure; 
we just pray God will build a fire under some of them.
 Our Faith Bible Institute has grown to 11 students (with 5 new 
students).  We are expecting at least 3 more new students for the fall 
semester.  We have been participating in the Faith Bible Institute for 
many years now and believe it is a real avenue of blessing to laypeople 
as well as those whom God chooses to go into full-time service.  We are 
asking the Lord to give us new teachers and faithful servants for the Lord.
 Continue to pray for Bro. Roy Hawthorne (Navajo Code Talker).  
He continues to hold his own.  He asked the Lord to just let him live until 

the Lord returns for His people.  We know that could be at any moment.  
Perhaps God will honor his prayer.

April-May 2018
 Our men have been faithful filling the pulpit during our absence.  
Our attendance stayed up.  What a blessing!
 We took the opportunity to slip in for a quick visit with Ted’s 
family.  We have previously asked prayer for Ted’s sister Teeny.  She was 
taken to the hospital after we got back. She is running a temperature of 
102, some pneumonia, a UTI, and a sore that will not heal (diabetic).  
Pray for healing.  She is still unable to converse with anyone since her 
stroke in December.  As of Monday (the 21st), she has low pressure and 
monitoring AFib.  Please continue to pray for healing.  We also were able 
to see our grandson graduate high school in Springfield, Missouri.
 Talaya and her daughter Nikki have been coming for some time 
now.  They are a delight.  They have become more involved in the church.  
She asks prayer for her unsaved husband.  Our church welcomed us 
home with a nice meal and beautiful cake!!!

Prayer Requests:
•	 Youth Camp - June 18-22
•	 Vacation Bible School - July 23-25 (3 sessions daily)
•	 Fall Semester at Faith Bible Institute
•	 Souls to be saved

Address: P.O. Box 2776 | Gallup, NM 87305
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Bonnie Humphreys
High Blood Pressure, in KGH

382 Mimosa Avenue
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Bonnie this week as she 
recovers from her baby delivery and deals 

with high blood pressure. Baby Sarah is also 
in the NICU. Consider stopping by KGH for a 

visit or sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  4 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  2 salvations

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


