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For several weeks now, we 
have been looking at some 
introductory thoughts on the 

book of Ruth.  We have thus far 
considered: 
I. The Setting of Ruth (vs. 1)  
 The book of Ruth has 
both a geographical and spiritual 
setting.  Its geographical setting is 
in two locations.  The story begins 
in the town of Bethlehem-Judah 
in Israel.  Bethlehem is located 
about 6 miles south of the city 
of Jerusalem.  Its name means, 
“House of Bread.”  Under ordinary 
circumstances, Bethlehem would 
be a very well-watered and fruitful 
land producing an abundance 
of olives, pomegranates, figs, 
almonds, and grapes.  But as the 
book of Ruth begins, we find this 
land experiencing a famine.  
 The second location of this 
story is Moab.  Moab is located on 
the east side of the Dead Sea.  The 
Moabites were the descendants of 
Lot.  Over time, the Moabites had 
become bitter enemies of Israel.  
As this story begins, we find a 
Jewish family leaving Bethlehem-
Judah to go to the land of Moab.  
The father’s name was Elimelech, 
his wife’s name was Naomi, and 
their two sons were Mahlon and 
Chilion. 
 The spiritual setting of the 
book of Ruth is rather dismal.  
The story takes place in the days 
when the Judges ruled.  During 
this time period, God’s people 
were characterized by the phrase, 
“Every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes.”  We also 
saw:
II. The Simplicity of Ruth
 After being introduced 
to the woman Ruth in verse 4 
of chapter 1, we soon learn that 
Ruth, a Moabite woman who 
chose to follow the God of the 
Bible, was a rather simple woman.  

She was no queen or princess, she 
made no eloquent speeches, nor 
did any mighty deeds.  Her life 
was one of simplicity.  She lived a 
simple godly life, which is in the 
sight of God, of great value.  This 
week, let’s consider: 
III. The Symbolism of Ruth
 There are so many things 
that we learn from the book of 
Ruth.  There are many lessons and 
there is much symbolism in this 
book of the Bible.  

 For example, we learn the 
following lessons.  We learn: 

A. How God is interested in 
the private affairs of His 
people

 Ruth’s story vividly 
teaches us that we have a God 
who is deeply involved in and 
concerned with the affairs of men.  
So often, we think that God is 
only interested in the really “big” 
decisions in our lives.  But here, 
we see that God was interested 
in Elimelech’s decision to move, 
their son’s decision to marry, and 
Naomi’s decision to return.  What 
may have seemed small to them 
was big to God! 

B. How God carefully 
watches over us as we 
trust Him

 Ruth’s story is nothing 
short of miraculous.  As Ruth 
trusted in God and followed Him, 
He directed her path every step of 
the way.  The story of Ruth is truly 
a story of providence.   

C. How even unbelievers 
can be greatly used of 

God when they trust in 
Him as their Saviour

 Ruth was not a Jew, but 
a Moabite.  Yet when she came 
to know the Lord and yielded to 
His will, God used her in a great 
way.  It would be through Ruth, a 
Gentile, that God would continue 
His plan in this world.  Ruth’s 
marriage to Boaz would result in 
the birth of David, the future king 
of Israel.  This would continue the 
Messianic line leading up to the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
 Perhaps the greatest 
symbolism that we see in the book 
of Ruth is how Ruth’s relationship 
to Boaz typifies the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His relationship to the 
church.  Ruth is pictured as the 
Gentile bride.  She is a Moabite, 
unrelated to the children of Israel.  
Boaz, the “kinsman redeemer,” 
pictures Christ.  Boaz redeems 
this Gentile bride and marries 
her.  This marriage of Boaz and 
Ruth pictures Christ and the 
church.  The nation of Israel was 
in a state of apostasy, and God 
would use this Gentile bride 
(Ruth) to continue His work in 
this world.  This is symbolic of 
the church today.  When the Lord 
Jesus Christ came to earth and 
presented Himself to the Jews as 
their Messiah, as a whole they 
rejected Him.  In Matthew 21:43, 
Christ said, “Therefore say I unto 
you, The kingdom of God shall 
be taken from you, and given to 
a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof.”  Then we read in verse 
45, “And when the chief priests and 
Pharisees had heard his parables, 
they perceived that he spake of 
them.”  Christ set aside the nation 
of Israel and raised up the New 
Testament church (His bride) to 
carry on His work in this world.  
What wonderful things we find in 
the book of Ruth!

•	 Fri., May 25    
Capitol Baptist School Graduation & 
Awards Ceremony at 7:00 PM

•	 Sun., June 10   
Anniversary Sunday - Pastor Fowler 
preaching, dinner on the grounds 

•	 Sat., June 16   
Men’s Barbecue - 11:00 AM-2:00 PM

•	 Sun.-Thu., July 1-5 
Jubilee

•	 Mon.-Fri., July 16-20 
Vacation Bible School

•	 Mon.-Fri., August 6-10 
Youth Camp

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: land conversion 

approval from the National Park Service
•	HVAC Replacement: currently given - $26,302; 

total goal - $75,000
•	Jim Brogdon: recovery from bypass surgery
•	Judy Bungori: recovery from neck surgery
•	Paisley Combs: continued improvement; hearing 

test; sleep study
•	Elijah Gonzalez: proper liver functioning,  

continued improvement
•	John Hauer, Sr.: recovery from surgery on  

broken nose
•	Bonnie Humphreys: gestational diabetes,  

healing of holes in baby Sarah’s heart
•	Doris Hutchinson: broken knee; in Pinnacle 

Rehab, Room 205B
•	Joe Kaiser: cancer–hormone treatment, radiation 

in September
•	Frankie Long: heart valve replacement surgery 

recovery; in KGH
•	Sam Mukoyama: cancer - hormone treatment
•	Rick Peters: recovery from stroke, rehab
•	Jack Walton: separated shoulder; back problems
•	Cory Wandall: recovery from surgery
•	Ivan Wiest: back surgery
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From the Mission Field
RONNIE  AUTRE Y  -  D OMINIC AN REPU BLIC

March-April 2018
Dear Friends,
 Once again, it is with great joy and the constant feeling of 
God’s mighty presence in the DR that we write of the blessings of 
experiencing and seeing His glory.  In March, we began with a special 
meeting for teens.  The service was beyond all that we thought possible 
as God sent over 100 teens for this meeting.  They enjoyed music, 
preaching, games, and finished up with pizza and ice cream.  There 
were many decisions made to the Lord.  Please keep our young people 
in your prayers.  They are the future of God’s work in the Dominican 
Republic.
 Next, we found ourselves in Constanza with Pastor Terri Moore 
and a group from his church.  We were on our way to visit a new 
church plant about 10 miles deeper in the mountains in the village 
of Convent.  I had told Pastor Melido not to inform the people of our 
plans because, surprisingly, the Catholic priest had a meeting at the 
same time we did on our last visit.  This time, we went unannounced 
and made quick work of inviting the village people to come to the new 
church that was close to the Catholic church.  We put chairs outside 
on the road and waited for the people to come.  God sent over 100 
people to hear the gospel that day.  When the invitation was given 
for salvation, 27 adults, teens, and children came forward to accept 
Christ.  We were blessed with another day to witness the power and 
glory of our Lord in action.

 Finally, we had a great day in the Lord last Sunday at New Life 
Baptist Church.  The week had been full of difficulties, but at every 
step, we saw the hand of God leading the way.  During the week, 
Claudio Pena’s dad went home to heaven.  This family has been at 
New Life from the beginning.  There were other challenges, but God 
gave great peace!  At the close of the invitation on Sunday, a young 
lady raised her hand to be saved, with tears streaming down her face.  
That’s a sight I always long for and never get tired of seeing!
 During the service, as I was thinking of the 48 churches started 
and pastored by nationals trained at Resurrection Baptist Seminary 
over these many years, I realized that if we had all met corporately, 
a total of 4,000 people would have been present for worship.  The 
blessings of God are constant and enable us to press forward for His 
glory and honor each day.  Thank you for partnering with us in doing 
God’s work in the DR.

In Christ,
Ronnie & Chona Autrey

Address: New Life Baptist Church | ATTN: Ronnie Autrey
BM7009 | 8400 NW 25th Street, Suite 100 | Doral, FL 33122
Email: resurrectiondrsd@gmail.com
Phones: 404.213.6745 (stateside); 321.574.5779 (International)

Jack Walton
Separated Shoulder; Back Problems

114 Marjorie Papen Drive
Magnolia, DE 19962

Please pray for Jack this week and 
consider sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  12 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  Praise the Lord for returning 
  visitors!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


