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We read in Judges 12:11-
12, “And after him Elon, 

a Zebulonite, judged Israel; and 
he judged Israel ten years.  And 
Elon the Zebulonite died, and was 
buried in Aijalon in the country of 
Zebulun.”  
 Here in these two verses, we 
find the 10th judge that God raised 
up in Israel.  Judges were deliverers 
raised up by God to rescue the 
nation of Israel from enemy 
oppression and to administer 
justice.  This particular judge’s 
name was Elon.  Elon is considered 
to be a “minor judge.”  He is a 
minor judge because of the small 
amount of information that the 
Bible gives to us about him.  We do 
not read of any military victories 
or notable accomplishments, but 
God used this man during this 
period of great apostasy.  As we 
read these two verses, I believe that 
we can find some truths about him 
that can help us in our day.  
 There is no doubt that we 
are living in perilous times.  Like 
the days of the judges, every man 
is doing that which is right in his 
own eyes.  We are watching our 
nation being transformed from 
a republic, based on Christian 
values, to socialism, based on 
atheistic principles.  We are also 
watching many churches change.  
Is there any hope?  I believe we need 
people like Elon from Zebulun.  If 
every child of God would follow 
what we learn from the life of Elon, 
I believe we would see our nation 
turn back to God!
 Let’s look at two principles 
concerning Elon. 
I.   The Significance of Elon’s 
      Name 
 The name Elon is found 
seven times in the Bible.  Two 

times, Elon refers to a town (Joshua 
19:43, I Kings 4:9).  The other five 
times refer to a person.  In Genesis 
26:34 and 36:2, Elon was the name 
of Esau’s father-in-law.   In Genesis 
46:14 and Numbers 26:26, we find 
that the second of Zebulun’s three 
sons was named Elon.  The final 
occurrence is here in Judges 12.  
Elon’s name means “strong.”  It has 
the idea of being “strong as an oak.”  

 If there is one thing 
that we need today, it is strong 
Christians.  God not only desires 
strong Christians, but He also 
demands them!  1 Corinthians 
16:13 reads, “Watch ye, stand fast 
in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong.”  Ephesians 6:10, “Finally, 
my brethren, be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might.”  God 
commanded Joshua six times to be 
strong as he was going in to fight the 
enemy and possess the Promised 
Land.  God told Zerubbabel and 
the children of Israel to be strong 
when they returned from Babylon 
to rebuild the temple (Ezra 9:12).  
David told Solomon to be strong 
(1 Chronicles 28:10), and Paul told 
Timothy to be strong (2 Timothy 
2:1).  But what does it mean to 
be a “strong Christian”?  A strong 
Christian:

A. Believes the Promises of 
 God (Romans 4:18-21) 

 We read in Romans 4:20, 
when describing Abraham, that, 
“He staggered not at the promise 

of God through unbelief; but was 
strong in faith, giving glory to God;”  
A strong Christian is one who is 
fully persuaded that what God 
has promised, He is able to and 
will perform.  In other words, his 
belief is not just head knowledge, 
but a heart belief that is reflected 
in his life.  A strong Christian 
doesn’t cower at the statements of 
unbelievers, or let current events 
shake him up, or let a trial shake 
his faith, or let his circumstances 
dictate his behavior.  A strong 
Christian is fully persuaded by the 
promises of God!  Proverbs 24:10 
tells us, “If thou faint in the day of 
adversity, thy strength is small.”  A 
strong Christian also:

B. Obeys the Commands of 
 God (Joshua 1:7)

 Joshua 1:7 reads, “Only be 
thou strong and very courageous, 
that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all the law, which 
Moses my servant commanded thee: 
turn not from it to the right hand or 
to the left, that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest.” 
 A strong Christian obeys 
the commandments of God.  He 
reads his Bible, prays, attends 
church faithfully, gives to the work 
of God, witnesses for Christ, and 
serves in his local church.  He does 
not do these things mechanically; 
they are done from the heart.  He 
doesn’t look for loopholes in the 
Bible.  He is not afraid to look 
or be different than the world or 
even nominal Christians.  His 
desire is complete obedience and 
submission to the Lord.  
 Imagine what God could 
do with a strong church with 
strong families made up of strong 
Christians!

•	 Wed., April 12   
Missionary Presentation - Andrew 
& Sarah Brown to South Korea

•	 Sat., April 15       
Ladies’ Spring Tea in the Fellowship 
Hall for ladies 7th grade and above; 
2:00-4:00 PM; Bring your own    
teacup and a finger food to share!

•	 Sun., April 16   
Resurrection Sunday - Invite friends 
and family to join us as we celebrate 
our risen Saviour!

•	 Sat., April 22  
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting at 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM

Weekly Events

Church Activities April 6, 2017

Capitol Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	 Easton Baptist Church:   

continued growth
•	 First State Baptist Church:  

financial support; church growth
•	 Mayfair Park Property:   

continued progress towards land swap
•	 Cindy Ansalvish: thyroid biopsy results
•	 Joanne Bible: surgery recovery
•	 Katrina Bish: grade 4 glioblastoma brain 

cancer; wisdom in decisions regarding treatments
•	 Daku Family: recovery of stolen funds
•	 S.M. Davis: malignant prostate cancer
•	 Doris Hutchinson: surgery recovery, in 

Silver Lake Center
•	 Gwen Leys: colon cancer
•	 Danny Lugar: health
•	 Maryann MacDonald: health 
•	 Northcutt Family: fire recovery 
•	 Walter & Nancy Peretiatko: health
•	 Harold Reece: knee injury from fall
•	 Phil Schutz: health 
•	 Baby Isabelle Sophia: open heart surgery 

recovery, down syndrome
•	 Varner Family: bereavement - loss of son; 

funeral expenses
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Reaching America for Christ

 As our team and I handle legal issues for churches and others 
across this country, we see great ministries that share visions in witnessing 
endeavors, children’s programs, and various other Gospel-sharing 
initiatives.  Sometimes, the reason for our legal help is that a good ministry 
with the best of intentions was not consistent in following procedures.
 Our ministry’s attorneys hear from churches every day who want 
to reach this country for the Lord.  We have such an immense privilege 
to help these great soldiers win souls for an eternal reward!  Just last 
month, dozens of men contacted the CLA ministry to find out the legal 
ways of starting new churches, opening Christian shelters for homeless 
and wayward ladies, food pantries, and many other outreach programs 
for their communities.  It is such an honor for our attorneys to assist in 
these endeavors.  Only when we reach Heaven will we see the longlasting 
results of our labor for the Lord.  These outreach ministries have a residual 
reward.
 America still faces an uphill battle for religious freedom.  CLA is 
fighting more than ever to protect these rights and reinforce the necessary 
liberties that our founders intended for every American.  The fight against 
unfair workplace policies, free speech issues, and government entities 
wrongly shutting down the freedoms of Christians has heightened, yet we 
have known that God is faithful, just, and sovereign over all.  Our battle is 
not simply against flesh and blood, but against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.  With your faithful prayers, we know that the Lord will continue to 
bless our efforts.

Your legal missionary,
David C. Gibbs, Jr.

Prayer Checklist Excerpts:
•	 Pray for a church in Maryland looking to improve employment 

policies and benefits to its employees.
•	 Pray for church leadership in Michigan regarding health department 

interference with ministry dinners and events.
•	 Pray for a ministry in South Carolina dealing with legal implications 

after church documents were forged by a volunteer.
•	 Pray for a pastor in Texas battling with the city as it tries to allow a bar 

to operate within 300 feet of the church.
•	 Pray for Christian school staff in Florida struggling with students 

bringing illegal substances to school.
•	 Please pray for a pastor in New Mexico seeking advice on how to 

handle vicious student rumors spreading throughout the school.
•	 Pray for a public school board in Indiana desiring to legally have 

prayer before each meeting.
•	 Pray for a public school teacher in Illinois being reprimanded for 

using “religious” terminology.
•	 Pray for churches in Michigan, Florida, Missouri, and New Mexico 

seeking tax exemption for their ministries.
•	 Pray for churches in North Carolina and Florida altering their facility 

use policies to further minister to people in their areas.
•	 Pray for public school teachers in Minnesota combating public school 

policies that may violate personal beliefs.
•	 Pray for a church in Illinois endeavoring to protect the church from 

any liabilities resulting from improper use of the church property.
Website: christianlaw.org | Email: info@christianlaw.org

Address: P.O. Box 8600, Mason, OH 45040 | Phone: 888.252.1969

Harold Reece
Knee Injury

633 White Marsh Road
Centreville, MD 21617

Please pray for Harold as he is laid up 
for a couple weeks after a fall resulted 

in a knee injury.  Consider sending 
him a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  Praise the Lord for a great 
  first Sunday for First State 
  Baptist Church in Wilmington!

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Corner   
Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


