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We read in Judges 12:13-
15, “And after him 
Abdon the son of Hillel, 

a Pirathonite, judged Israel.  And 
he had forty sons and thirty 
nephews, that rode on threescore 
and ten ass colts: and he judged 
Israel eight years.  And Abdon the 
son of Hillel the Pirathonite died, 
and was buried in Pirathon in the 
land of Ephraim, in the mount of 
the Amalekites.”  
 As we’ve been journeying 
through the book of Judges, we 
have followed the nation of Israel 
in their downward plunge.  It has 
been a spiritual downslide away 
from God, which was a result 
of their sin.  But when Israel 
repented, God in His mercy 
raised up judges as instruments 
to deliver them out of the hand 
of their oppressors.  These judges 
were deliverers raised up by God 
to rescue Israel from oppression 
and to administer justice.  
 We find two classes of 
judges in the book of Judges, those 
who were directly used by God as 
military leaders to lead the nation 
of Israel and engage them in battle 
against the enemy to bring victory 
and deliverance to God’s people, 
and then others (minor judges) 
who were used to maintain and 
command order and obedience 
to God and establish a spiritual 
presence amongst the people.  
The last two judges we looked at 
were minor judges.  These judges 
may not have been a part of some 
great military battle and victory, 
but they kept Israel straight, going 
in the right direction, and doing 
the things that God wanted them 
to do.  Both types of men are 
needed.  God uses some men to 
fight great spiritual battles while 
others are used by God to prevent 

churches, nations, and Christians 
from getting “off course” - straying 
from the Word of God.  
 In Matthew 5:13, we read 
“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the 
salt have lost his savour, wherewith 
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast 
out, and to be trodden under foot 
of men.”  One of the useful traits 
of salt is that it preserves.  But salt 
can lose its savor.  It may still be 
called salt and have the chemical 
make up of salt, but it has been 
so intermingled with other things 
that it loses its effectiveness.  

 Several years ago, a group 
from our church had the privilege 
of visiting some of the earliest 
Baptist church meeting houses 
in America.  One of the churches 
we visited was the Baptist 
Meeting House in Southampton, 
Pennsylvania.  The Pennepack 
Baptist Church (oldest existing 
church in Pennsylvania) began 
to have meetings in houses in 
the Southampton area as early as 
1701 in an effort to plant a church.  
In 1731, one acre of ground was 
given for a meeting house, as 
well as a 112-acre plantation to 
be used for the support of the 
ministry.  The group meeting 
together grew, and in 1745, fifty-
five members constituted an 
independent Baptist church.  By 
1814, the number of members 
grew to the point where a 

subscriptions campaign was 
started to raise money to enlarge 
the church building.  By the early 
19th century, they had a large 
Sunday school, evangelism was a 
priority, missionaries were being 
supported, and churches were 
being planted from that church.  
The meeting house we saw sat 
about 500 people. 
 Today, the church is dead 
and the building is nothing more 
than a museum.  It has been turned 
over to the historical society, and 
they rent the building out for 
weddings.  What happened?  They 
stopped being salt.  They stopped 
standing for the Word of God. 
 The story of the Baptist 
church in Southampton, 
Pennsylvania is not an unusual 
story.  Many churches will start off 
strong standing for the Word of 
God, but as generations pass and 
time marches on, they change.  
This does not have to be.   
 The last two judges 
we looked at were judges that 
kept Israel straight.  There was 
Ibzan of Bethlehem, a man of 
purity.  He began in Bethlehem, 
lived in Bethlehem, and died 
in Bethlehem.  He was a man 
that did not move in his stand 
for God.  Then there was Elon 
from Zebulun.  His name means 
“strong.”  He dwelt in Zebulun, 
which means “dwelling with 
God.”  God used Elon because his 
strength was rooted in his walk 
with God.  
 For the next few weeks, 
we will look at another minor 
judge, Abdon, and ask ourselves, 
What was it about Abdon that 
caused him to be salt?  What 
characteristics did he have that 
caused Israel to stay straight and 
maintain their walk with God?

•	 Sat., April 22  
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting at 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Sun., April 30  
Workers’ Meeting at 5:35 PM; April 
Birthday & Anniversary Fellowship 
after the evening service

•	 Sat., May 13   
Faithful Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 
8:30 AM

•	 Sun., May 14   
Mother’s Day - Every mother who  
attends that day will receive a gift.

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	 Easton Baptist Church:   

continued growth
•	 First State Baptist Church:  

financial support; church growth
•	 Mayfair Park Property:   

continued progress towards land swap
•	 Cindy Ansalvish: thyroid biopsy results
•	 Katrina Bish: grade 4 glioblastoma brain 

cancer; treatments in Mexico beginning May 6
•	 Daku Family: recovery of stolen funds
•	 Mrs. D’Archangelo: inoperable brain 

tumor
•	 S.M. Davis: malignant prostate cancer;  

surgery recovery; upcoming procedure
•	 Doris Hutchinson: rehab in Silver Lake 

Center, Room 223B
•	 Brenda Lehmann-Taffe: chemotherapy 

recovery at home, white blood cell count to go up
•	 Gwen Leys: colon cancer
•	 Maryann MacDonald: health, in Silver 

Lake Center, Room 217
•	 Lois Puckett: back injury from a fall
•	 Harold Reece: knee injury from a fall
•	 Jimmy Snyder: physical therapy & rehab 

from shoulder surgery
•	 Baby Isabelle Sophia: open heart surgery 

recovery, down syndrome
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Meet Our Dorm Supervisor! - Mrs. Anna Rush

 There is a phrase used in the Bible that has meant so much to me 
throughout the years: “BUT GOD.”  I was a miserable 19-year-old, trying 
to live my life MY way.  I was hurting and suicidal, BUT GOD saved me 
and changed me.  He gave me hope and a purpose.  On April 21, 2006, 
He showed me who I was to Him.  It was like I was the only person in the 
service - God was giving me one last chance to accept Him.  I was headed to 
hell, BUT GOD saved me that night.  He adopted me into His family, and I 
was made new in Him.  I’ve since been blessed with a God-fearing husband, 
two wonderful children on this earth, and two heavenly babies.  He has 
brought me and my parents closer, and I am very thankful to have them in 
my corner even though before I tried to push them away.  God is good all 
the time.

From Pastor Bill Murdock
 In 2016, Happiness Hill Christian Home was with us at our church.  
Bro. Rush presented the ministry of the Home and the girls sang and gave 
their testimonies.  After the service, one of our newer members came up 
to me and in tears said, “I was one of those girls.”  Not understanding, I 
asked her, “You mean you were at Happiness Hill Home?”  She replied, “No, 
Pastor, my life was like one of those girls, only I had nowhere to turn and 
no help from anyone.  If I had had Happiness Hill Home to attend, my life 
would be completely different.
 Following is an excerpt of her testimony:
 Before I start my testimony, I want to say that I loved my mom and 
thought she was very beautiful.  She had a violent temper and told me she 
hated me.  She told my brother that she had thought about killing me but 
changed her mind.  All the time growing up, she made sure we had three meals 

a day.  I was clean and had at least three dresses.  I went to church three times  
a week from the time I was 8 or 9 until I was 16.  She taught me to do the wash 
on a wringer washer, iron everything, can vegetables, and clean the house.  I 
could never do any of those duties to her standards.  She told me I was fat and 
ugly as a mud fence.  She wanted one child - a son - but unfortunately for her, 
I was born first.  She spanked me every day with a belt, switch, hairbrush, etc.  
 I went to church.  I always believed there was a God.  I went to the altar 
and asked Jesus to forgive me of my sins because I did not want to go to hell.  
I knew Jesus would forgive me, but I never ever thought about Him loving me 
and guiding me and taking care of me.  That was never in my mind.
 When I was 16, my mom got furious at me, told me to leave, and told 
my dad to get rid of me or she would leave him.  I left...nowhere to go...and 
afraid to ask anyone for help.  I ran into a guy that was in college that I knew 
from school.  We married two weeks later with my mom’s blessing.  This was a 
disaster.  We were divorced.  I worked at a truck stop and met a truck driver 
that was twice my age and married him.  Another disaster except for my kids 
(I love them so much).  He was extremely abusive. 
 It took quite a while for God to break down the walls I had built to 
protect myself from being hurt, but God can heal all the wounds and forgive 
all the sins and teach us His kind of love.
 Today, this lady is happily married to a fine Christian man who loves 
and respects her.  They are both active in our church and God continues to 
bless them.  

Special Needs
Staff for boy’s and girl’s homes, ground meat, 

school supplies, aluminum foil, and plastic wrap
Website: happinesshillhome.com | Phone: 601.656.7714

Address: 11901 Road 505, Union, MS 39365

Maryann MacDonald
Cancer, Health

Silver Lake Center, Room 217
1080 Silver Lake Blvd.

Dover, DE 19904
Please pray for Maryann, Linda Nix’s 

mother, as she has many health struggles.  
Consider stopping by for a visit!

Church Services
  8 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  3 salvations

Corner   
Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


