
CAPITOL BAPTIST CHURCH  w  401 KESSELRING AVENUE  w  DOVER, DE 19904  w  CBCOFDOVER.COM  w  96.1 FM

The book of Judges is a book 
of spiritual decline for God’s 
people.  By the time we get 

to this final chapter, we find the 
children of Israel not only in a 
deplorable spiritual state, but also 
in a state of confusion.  They have 
no idea why they are in this state.  
 We know that sin 
destroys.  We read in James 1:14-
15, “But every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed.  Then when lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death.”  The ultimate 
end of sin is death, but there is 
another dangerous thing that sin 
does.  It blinds us.  The church 
of the Laodiceans in Revelation 
3 were blind to their lukewarm 
condition.  They considered 
themselves to be rich, increased 
with goods, and have need of 
nothing; but God declared them 
to be wretched, miserable, poor, 
and blind—a state that they did 
not realize they were in.  They 
were blinded by their sin.  
 In verse three of our 
text, we read that the children of 
Israel were in a similar condition.  
When they came to the house of 
God, and wept, and lifted up their 
voices to God, they cried out to 
God, “...why is this come to pass 
in Israel?”  For the next several 
weeks, we are going to see from 
our text what caused their state 
of confusion.  We see, first of all, 
that: 
I. Decision took the place of 

direction (vs. 1-3).
 After Israel got back from 
their battle against the Benjamites, 
they gathered together in Mizpeh, 
and while they were in Mizpeh, 
they all made a decision.  They 
made a vow to God and swore 

that, “There shall not any of us 
give his daughter unto Benjamin 
to wife.”  After they made this 
decision and swore this vow, they 
then decided to go to the house 
of God.  They abode there until 
evening, lifting up their voices, 
praying and weeping, and asking 
God, “O Lord God of Israel, why 
is this come to pass in Israel, that 
there should be to day one tribe 
lacking in Israel?”  But notice that 
God does not answer.  Why?  I 
believe that He did not answer 
because they were not really 
looking for direction from God.  
Instead, they wanted God to bless 
what they had already decided to 
do!  Their decision had taken the 
place of God’s direction.  

 This reminds me of the 
story in 1 Samuel 8:4-18.  The 
children of Israel had decided that 
they wanted a king so that they 
could be like the nations around 
them.  The prophet Samuel told 
them that this was not what the 
Lord wanted.  God even warned 
them through Samuel what 
would happen if they got a king.  
But they would not listen.  And 
God told them in 1 Samuel 8:18, 
“And ye shall cry out in that day 
because of your king which ye 
shall have chosen you; and the 
Lord will not hear you in that 
day.”  God did not answer them 
because they were not looking for 
God’s direction, but wanted God 
to bless their decision. 

 Many Christians live 
their lives making their own 
decisions instead of looking for 
God’s direction.  In fact, many 
Christians give very little thought 
as to God’s direction for their 
lives.  Most of the time, Christians 
make decisions based on what 
they want, or what they like, or 
what they think, or what is most 
beneficial for them.  But this is 
not how God works.  God is not 
in the business of blessing our 
decisions.  God is in the business 
of giving us His direction.    
 Perhaps one of the best 
examples of this in the New 
Testament is the apostle Paul in 
Acts 16.  In Acts 13 and 14, the 
apostle Paul and his co-laborers 
went on their first missionary 
journey.  After returning to their 
sending church to give a report, 
they felt led of God to go on a 
second missionary journey.  After 
revisiting the churches in Galatia 
that they had planted on their 
first missionary journey, Paul was 
not sure where to go.  But instead 
of making his own decision, he 
sought God’s direction.  We read 
in Acts 16:7-10, “After they were 
come to Mysia, they assayed to 
go into Bithynia: but the Spirit 
suffered them not ... And a vision 
appeared to Paul in the night; 
There stood a man of Macedonia, 
and prayed him, saying, Come 
over into Macedonia, and help us.  
And after he had seen the vision, 
immediately we endeavoured 
to go into Macedonia, assuredly 
gathering that the Lord had called 
us for to preach the gospel unto 
them.”  When we are looking 
for God’s direction, we must be 
willing to take “No” for an answer.  
But when our decisions take the 
place of God’s direction, it causes 
nothing more than confusion!

•	 Sat., April 21   
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting at 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

•	 Sun.-Wed., April 22-25 
Revival with Sam Davison (regular 
service schedule on Sunday, 7:00 PM 
services Monday-Wednesday)

•	 Sat., April 28   
Easton Soul-Winning (Meet at CBC 
at 9:00 AM; expect to return around 
2:30 PM after a stop for lunch.)

•	 Sun., May 6   
HVAC Sunday - We will officially 
begin raising the money needed for 
our new HVAC system on this day.  
Total Goal: $80,000

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM

Weekly Events

Church Activities April 12, 2018

Capitol Baptist
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: land swap approval
•	Jeanne Asa: recovery from a fall
•	Jim Brogdon: recovery from quadruple bypass 

surgery
•	Buckley/Caldwell Families: bereavement - 

loss of unborn twins
•	Pastor Charlie Clark: recovery from open 

heart surgery
•	Paisley Combs: continued improvement; hearing 

test
•	Elijah Gonzalez: proper liver functioning,  

continued improvement
•	Bonnie Humphreys: gestational diabetes
•	Joe Kaiser: cancer–hormone treatment, radiation 

in September
•	Lib Meluney: declining health, on seasonal hospice
•	Sam Mukoyama: cancer - hormone treatment
•	Rick Peters: recovery from severe stroke
•	Robert Pomroy: recovery from massive heart 

attack, in Christiana
•	Darlene Sutton: recovery from stroke; in  

Pinnacle Rehab in Smyrna
•	Leanne Tecson: healthy pregnancy, gallstones
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From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
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November/December 2017
Dear Praying Friends:
 We are rejoicing over the many blessings of this past year and 
looking forward to the year before us...

Family:
 The Lord has been wonderfully blessing Rachel and Kolby’s 
efforts in Southeast Asia (country undisclosed).  His intervention on 
their behalf has been so evident in recent days.  Please pray that the 
government authorities will allow them liberty in continuing approval 
to stay.  Although so many Thanksgiving holidays in recent years have 
been spent in India, Samantha and I were able to spend this one with 
Elizabeth, Mark, and Paisley in Missouri.  We were thrilled to have these 
days with them, and of course enjoyed lots of time with our beautiful 
granddaughter!  Please do continue to especially pray for Samantha’s 
health.

Translation Progress:
 We were thrilled to hear that the Tamil translation of our book 
Tales from India, Truths from Heaven was recently completed.  The Tamil 
language is spoken in the state of Tamil Nadu, the country of Sri Lanka, 
and parts of Malaysia.  We are hoping to distribute this book in all three 
countries.
 We have also launched the Hindi translation.  Almost 425 million 
people in India speak Hindi as their native tongue, and approximately 
120 million as a second language.  Hindi is also commonly spoken by the 
many Indian people who come to the U.S.

Continuing Hostility in India:
 Violent persecution against Christians continues throughout 
India.  Even over the last several weeks, we have heard of brutal assaults 

and even deaths.  Radical groups are pushing forward their effort to 
purge India of Christianity.  Political leaders who espouse this goal are 
gaining key positions in government.  Within only a week ago, a church 
in Coimbatore, a city in the vicinity where I first began my labors in India 
more than 20 years ago, was attacked and the pastor beaten.  Another 
church service was interrupted by police.  The pastor and several 
members were arrested.  These incidents are but a few of the ongoing 
circumstances.  It is said that a church is burned or a pastor beaten at least 
three times a week on average throughout India.  Others are assaulted 
daily.

Projects in Burma and India:
 I am looking forward to being with our dear friend Lal Biak 
Tluang in Myanmar (Burma) after the first of the year.  Twenty years 
ago, he was one of my students at a Bible college in India.  Now he has 
his own Bible college and is assisting us in translation efforts!  Thereafter, 
I will find myself incredibly busy in India with teaching opportunities 
in colleges, special meetings in local churches, evangelistic efforts, and 
translation projects.  Thank you for your faithful support that makes this 
possible!
 We pray that you enjoy a wonderful Christmas and find your 
hearts stirred with greater vision as you look forward to the dawn of a 
new year.

Because of HIM,
William Jeffcoat

Website: mapsglobalnetwork.org | Email: mapsglobalnet@aol.com
Address: 7823 Oakwood Road, Glen Burnie, MD 21061
Phone: 443.758.3662

Leanne Tecson
Pregnancy & Gallbladder Trouble

220 Trafalgar Drive
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Leanne this week as 
she struggles with gallbladder problems 

during these final weeks of her pregnancy. 
Consider sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  1 visitor

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


