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In Judges 12, we find two tribes 
of the nation of Israel engaging 
in a civil war.  We read in verse 

four of our text, “Then Jephthah 
gathered together all the men of 
Gilead, and fought with Ephraim:  
and the men of Gilead smote 
Ephraim, because they said, Ye 
Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim 
among the Ephraimites, and 
among the Manassites.”  
 I believe that it hurts 
God’s heart when His children 
fight with one another.  We read 
in Psalm 133:1, “Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity!”  God’s 
desire is for all of us, if possible,  
to get along.  Romans 12:18 says, 
“If it be possible, as much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably with all men.”  
 For the past few weeks, we 
have been looking at what it was 
that provoked these two brethren 
tribes to fight.  Understanding 
these causes can help you and I to 
avoid causing our own civil war!  
So far, we have looked at two 
causes of civil war:
I.      Selfish Motives (vs. 1a)
II.    Sinful Reactions (vs. 1b)
This week, let us consider: 
III.   Separate Paths (vs. 4-7)
 We read in these verses, 
“Then Jephthah gathered together 
all the men of Gilead, and 
fought with Ephraim: and the 
men of Gilead smote Ephraim, 
because they said, Ye Gileadites 
are fugitives of Ephraim among 
the Ephraimites, and among the 
Manassites.  And the Gileadites 
took the passages of Jordan before 
the Ephraimites: and it was so, that 
when those Ephraimites which 
were escaped said, Let me go over; 
that the men of Gilead said unto 

him, Art thou an Ephraimite?  If 
he said, Nay; Then said they unto 
him, Say now Shibboleth: and he 
said Sibboleth: for he could not 
frame to pronounce it right.  Then 
they took him, and slew him at the 
passages of Jordan: and there fell at 
that time of the Ephraimites forty 
and two thousand.  And Jephthah 
judged Israel six years.  Then 
died Jephthah the Gileadite, and 
was buried in one of the cities of 
Gilead.” 
 The men of Gilead and 
the men of Ephraim began to 
fight.  Remember that these 
families were related.  Both of 
them had Joseph as their father.  
But when they came to the 
Promised Land, they split up.  

Ephraim went one direction, into 
the Promised Land, and half the 
tribe of Manasseh went another 
direction, to the land east of the 
Jordan River (Gilead).  Verse four 
tells us that the men of Gilead 
smote Ephraim and said to them, 
“Ye Gileadites are fugitives of 
Ephraim....”  Ephraim considered 
Manasseh to be run-aways, 
escapees, castaways.  They drifted 
so far apart that they even began 
to speak different dialects.  When 
the Gileadites took control of the 
passages of the Jordan, in order to 
recognize whether someone was 
a Gileadite or an Ephraimite, they 
asked them two things.  First, 
they asked them if they were an 
Ephraimite.  If they said, “No,” 

then whey would ask them to say 
the word “Shibboleth,” the name 
of a stream.  The Ephraimites were 
not able to form the “Sh” sound 
with their mouths, so if the man 
would say Sibboleth instead, they 
knew that he was not a Gileadite, 
and they would kill him.  My point 
is that these two brothers drifted 
so far apart from one another 
that they were heading in two 
different directions with different 
goals and different agendas.  This 
eventually led to civil war! 
 If you are a leader, 
whether it be a father in the 
home, or husband, or a leader in 
a ministry in the church, there is 
a great lesson for us to learn here.  
If we allow those that we lead to 
divide and pursue separate paths 
without trying to guide them and 
direct them towards a common 
goal, then there will inevitably be 
conflict.  You see, it is the leader’s 
responsibility to keep everyone 
on the same page and to bring 
everyone along the same path 
striving towards the same goal.  
 I have known some 
“Christian” homes where 
everyone in that home is going 
in a different direction, and the 
house is treated more like a hotel 
than it is a home.  There is no 
unity, and the home and people 
are like strangers passing in 
the night.  This type of home is 
destined for destruction!  
 It is the same with a 
church. When church members 
are going in different directions 
doctrinally and spiritually, when 
they have different purposes in 
mind for the church, that church 
is headed for destruction as well!  
Selfish motives, sinful reactions, 
and separate paths are sure causes 
of a civil war!
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•	 March 11-March 25 

We are distributing John and       
Romans in Wilmington every 
Saturday through March 25!  Meet 
at CBC at 9:00 AM.  Expect to 
return around 1:30 PM, after a stop 
for lunch.  We are working hard to 
get out 25,000 John and Romans 
before the get-acquainted meetings! 

•	 Wed., March 15       
A group from Ambassador Baptist 
College will be visiting CBC during 
the 7:00 PM service.

•	 Tue., March 21  
“Balanced Beauty” Ladies’ Meetings 
with Mrs. Moore resume at 6:30 PM

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM

Weekly Events

Church Activities March 9, 2017

Capitol Baptist
CAPTIONS



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	 Easton Baptist Church:   

financial needs

•	 Wilmington Church Plant:  
deputation travels; financial support (currently 
at 96%); Sunday afternoon services at 2:00 PM; 
John & Romans distribution; Get-Acquainted 
Meetings this month; official start on April 2

•	 Mayfair Park Property:   
continued progress towards land swap

•	 Katrina Bish: grade 4 glioblastoma brain 
cancer; radiation & chemotherapy

•	 Kim Carrow: foot surgery recovery

•	 S.M. Davis: malignant prostate cancer

•	 John Haskins: cancer

•	 Doris Hutchinson: recovery at home

•	 Gwen Leys: colon cancer; medical scans on 
March 20

•	 Danny Lugar: health

•	 Heather Reece: back trouble, getting     
cortisone shots

•	 Edna Wheeler: bereavement - loss of sister
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From the Mission Field
STEPHEN &  J ULI E  K NICKER BOCKER  -  BU RKINA FASO

February 2017
Dear Pastors, Supporting Churches, and Praying Friends,
 Ladies’ Ministry: Earlier this month, a missionary friend of ours 
asked if Julie would be willing to come and teach some pastor’s wives to 
decorate cakes with fondant.  It was a joy for her to use a skill she has always 
enjoyed and share it with other ladies in Burkina Faso.  Noticing that Alina 
did well through this teaching session and was able to entertain herself, Julie 
decided that now would be a good time to begin holding ladies’ meetings 
at the church.  We are thrilled to announce that this month marked the 
beginning of the monthly ladies’ meetings.  Julie has been able to begin 
planning and working out ways to reach the ladies in the neighborhood 
and encourage those who faithfully attend the church meetings.  Once a 
month, we will hold a ladies’ meeting in which the women will continually 
receive a clear presentation of the gospel, practical teaching from God’s 
Word, and learn a new skill.  We were blessed to have 10 ladies come to the 
first meeting.  They were taught Leah’s story and learned to make banana 
doughnuts.  This also prompted the beginning of the ladies’ visitation and 
soul-winning effort.   Our desire is for these ladies to trust Christ as their 
Savior, grow in their faith through the teachings, and be encouraged and 
uplifted through fellowship.  We pray many will mature in their faith and 
show leadership skills so that they may one day be leading their own ladies’ 
meetings and ladies’ evangelistic outreaches.  Thank you for your continual 
prayers concerning this important ministry.
 First Couples’ Meeting: The Lord allowed us to organize our first 
couples’ meeting.  We had three couples attending and had an encouraging 
time of fellowship, teaching, eating, and games.  In traditional African 
culture, the wife does all the work while the husband sits around acting 
like a dictator.  I taught on the subject of needing a help meet to help with 

the work.  If Adam needed help, that would clearly insinuate that he was 
busy.  It warmed our hearts to see these couples desire to have a Biblical 
marriage: one that honors the Lord and each other.  Those that attended 
left encouraged and expressed their eagerness to attend the next couples’ 
meeting. 
 Short Trip to the USA: We will be making a three-week trip to 
America from the 17th of April to the 8th of May 2017.  The purpose of 
this trip is to renew some paperwork.  During this time, we will have the 
opportunity to be back with our home church in Knoxville, TN.  We will 
also make a detour up to Canada to introduce Julie’s mother and brother 
to Alina.  Because of the nature of our trip, we will be very limited to visit 
supporting churches.  If you are interested in having us come for a visit, 
please contact us as soon as possible.  Our available meeting dates are 
Wednesday, April 26th and Sunday, May 7th.  We will be in the northern 
Virginia area on those dates.  Thank you for your prayers, encouragement, 
and partnership in the work of the Lord.
 Praise Reports: Our family is healthy, and Alina is full of energy. 
First organized couples’ meeting, first ladies’ meeting, and first ladies’ 
evangelization and visitation outreach.
 Prayer Requests: Spiritual growth of the church, a pastor to train, a 
stable job for Aimer, making disciples, salvation of souls, Omar and Bienvenu 
opposed by their family, salvation of Safi (Omar’s wife), permanent property 
for the church ($40,000), and favor with the community and mayor’s office.

Looking unto Jesus, 
Stephen & Julie Knickerbocker

Email: knickinburkina@gmail.com | Website: knickinburkinafaso.com
Field Mailing Address: 10 BP 13671 Ouagadougou 10, Burkina Faso

Edna Wheeler
Bereavement

227 Sunny Meadow Drive
Magnolia, DE 19962

Please pray for Edna this week 
in the loss of her sister, and consider 

sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  3 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  3 salvations, 1 baptism, 
  1 new member

Corner   
Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


