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In the 20th chapter of the book 
of Judges, we find the children 
of Israel experiencing a great 

deliverance from God.  Throughout 
this book of the Bible, God’s people 
have been on a spiritual decline.  
But in chapter 20, at least for a 
moment, Israel experiences God’s 
help and blessing.  And we find the 
reason why in our text.  
 As a child of God, no 
matter where you are in your life 
spiritually, it is God’s desire to help 
and bless you.  No matter what you 
are going through, no matter what 
trouble you are experiencing, God 
is there for you.  He never leaves 
us nor forsakes us.  But He does 
not help and bless us arbitrarily.  
Certain conditions must be met.  
And we find that Israel met these 
conditions here in chapter 20 of 
Judges.  We saw last week that the 
first requirement was to: 
I. Acknowledge Your Condition 

(vs. 1-6)
 When each of the tribes 
received the mutilated body parts 
of this woman, it had a shocking 
affect on them.  It awakened them 
to how far they had gotten from 
God.  They finally recognized 
their actions as sin.  The first step 
in getting deliverance is to stop 
making excuses and blaming 
everyone else, and to call our sin, 
sin!  The second step is to: 
II. Accept God’s Solution (vs. 

9-28)
 We read in verses 9-10, “But 
now this shall be the thing which we 
will do to Gibeah; we will go up by 
lot against it; And we will take ten 
men of an hundred throughout all 
the tribes of Israel, and an hundred 
of a thousand, and a thousand out 
of ten thousand, to fetch victual for 

the people, that they may do, when 
they come to Gibeah of Benjamin, 
according to all the folly that they 
have wrought in Israel.”  Israel 
came up with their own plan.  
They decided to gather together 
400,000 soldiers to take vengeance 
against the tribe of Benjamin for 
their actions.  Israel then sent men 
throughout the tribe of Benjamin 
and told them to turn over the 
men that committed this evil deed.  
But Benjamin refused.  Instead, 
Benjamin gathered 26,000 men to 
fight against Israel.  Then in verse 
18, we read that Israel went up to 
the house of God to get counsel 
from God.  This is the way we often 
do things.  We make our plan and 
then ask God to bless it, instead 
of seeking God’s plan.  God told 
Israel to send Judah first.  They did 
and 22,000 Israelites were killed.  

They fought again the next day and 
18,000 more Israelites were killed.  
What was God doing here?  He 
wanted to bring them to the place 
where they abandoned their plan, 
and submitted to His!    
 One of the greatest tools 
that God uses to cause us to 
depend upon Him is failure!  
After Israel’s repeated failure, we 
read in verses 26-27, “Then all the 
children of Israel, and all the people, 
went up, and came unto the house 
of God, and wept, and sat there 
before the Lord, and fasted that 
day until even, and offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings before 

the Lord.  And the children of Israel 
enquired of the Lord…”  They 
asked God in verse 28, “Shall I yet 
again go out to battle against the 
children of Benjamin my brother, or 
shall I cease?”  God said to them in 
verse 28, “Go up; for to morrow I 
will deliver them into thine hand.”  
Why was God now going to deliver 
them?  Because they were now 
submitting themselves to God’s 
plan instead of following their own 
plan!  It was no longer, “God, bless 
my ways and my ideas,” but instead, 
“God, we will do whatever it is you 
want us to do.”
 Many Christians struggle 
with things in their lives like 
marital problems, financial 
problems, family problems, or sin 
problems.  But instead of dealing 
with the problem God’s way, we 
try “our way.”  We follow worldly 
philosophies and unbiblical 
counselors and programs to try to 
get relief, while all along the simple 
answers are in God’s Word. 
 I read the story of a couple 
who had spent countless hours and 
money on therapy which brought 
them little help.  In desperation, 
they came to their pastor, who after 
a few moments of listening to their 
anger and bitter words said, “I know 
what the problem is.”  They said, 
“You know what the problem is?  We 
have spent a fortune on medication, 
been to the top psychiatrists who 
told us there was not hope, and you 
can tell already what the problem 
is?”  He replied, “Yes,” and opened 
to Proverbs 13:10 and read, “Only 
by pride cometh contention.”  The 
couple repented of their sin and 
their marriage was healed.  God’s 
solutions are simple!  If we want 
deliverance, we must accept God’s 
solutions!

•	 Fri., March 30  
CBS Spring Performance & Awards 
Ceremony at 12:30 PM

•	 Sat., March 31  
John & Romans Distribution in 
Wilmington (9:00 AM-1:00 PM)

•	 Sun., April 1    
Resurrection Sunday

•	 Mon., April 2  
Easter Monday - No School for CBS;  
Ministry Offices Closed

•	 Sun.-Wed., April 22-25 
Revival with Sam Davison (regular 
schedule on Sunday, 7:00 PM services 
Monday-Wednesday)

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM

Weekly Events
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: land swap approval
•	Al Brough: recovery from cataract surgery
•	Calandra Caldwell: pregnancy complications 
•	Paisley Combs: continued improvement
•	Daku Family: church in Fiji–new meeting place 

(offer submitted)
•	Mrs. D’Archangelo: inoperable brain tumor, 

on hospice
•	Elijah Gonzalez: proper liver functioning,  

continued improvement
•	Bonnie Humphreys: gestational diabetes
•	Doris Hutchinson: congestive heart failure, 

recovery at home
•	Joe Kaiser: cancer–hormone treatment, radiation 

in September
•	Lib Meluney: declining health, on hospice
•	Sam Mukoyama: cancer
•	Joe Orenshaw: strength
•	Rick Peters: recovery from severe stroke, MRSA
•	Darlene Sutton: recovery from stroke; in  

Pinnacle Rehab in Smyrna, Room 205
•	Leanne Tecson: healthy pregnancy, gallstones
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From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
ED &  C AROLE  H E M BREE  -  BIMI  EU ROPE

December 2017 Newsletter

 Carole and I would like to wish each of you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Blessed New Year!  We are reminded 
in a special way that we have so very much for which to be thankful, 
especially for God’s “unspeakable gift” of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 We are finishing up a busy year in which I travelled to Uganda 
and Spain.  Then Carole and I went to Israel for our Europe Field 
Conference.  In all these countries, we were privileged to  minister 
to and with some of God’s most choice servants!  In addition to the 
overseas travel, we travelled more than 15,000 miles in meetings in 
churches and Bible colleges here in the States.  We were blessed to 
see souls saved, and at least two young people surrender their lives 
for full-time service to the Lord.

 The ministries in Romania continue to thrive.  The main 
church is growing and even gave a generous offering to BIMI for the 
purchase of Bibles for the New Guinea Bible Project, which we have 
under way.  The college, now under the direction of West Coast 
Baptist College, is continuing to train students for ministry.

 The children we have left in our children’s home are doing 
so very well.  Every week, we talk with them, and it is always such a 
delight to hear how they are advancing.  Educationally, vocationally, 
and especially spiritually, they are making real progress!  They all 

have a desire to help others as they, themselves, have been helped!  
They understand the principle “to whom much is given, of him 
much shall be required!”

 As I write this letter, we are in our December Candidate 
School here at the home office of BIMI.  We have a good group of 
new missionaries.  It is wonderful to see that God is still calling 
laborers to His harvest fields around the world, and God’s people 
are still generously giving that they may go.  It is easy to become 
pessimistic when we listen to all the news - things sometimes seem 
so negative!  But, when we put everything in perspective, we realize 
that our God is still sovereign, He is still on the throne, and prayer 
really does change things!

 Thank you so much for your love, prayers, and support.  We 
are privileged indeed to be part of your family!

Servants of the Lord and your friends,
Ed & Carole Hembree

Website: bimi.org/content/abHembree.php 
Phone: 423.344.5050 | Email: ed@bimi.org
Address: P.O. Box 9, Harrison, TN 37341

Jeanne Asa
Shut-in

147 Westminster Drive
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Jeanne this week as she is 
currently in the healthcare section at 

Westminster (1175 McKee Rd.), Room 106, 
after a fall. Consider stopping by for a visit 

or sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  1 visitor

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


