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In our passage this week, we’ve 
come to Israel’s 9th judge, a 
man by the name of Ibzan.  

Our text reads, “And after him 
Ibzan of Beth-lehem judged Israel.  
And he had thirty sons, and thirty 
daughters, whom he sent abroad, 
and took in thirty daughters 
from abroad for his sons.  And he 
judged Israel seven years.  Then 
died Ibzan, and was buried at 
Beth-lehem.”
 In 1939, John Huss 
was born in Bohemia 
(Czechoslovakia).  Although 
Huss was born of what was then 
called “peasant stock,” he was 
a gifted scholar and received a 
good education.  As Huss learned 
the Bible, he was stirred by his 
newfound knowledge and not 
only became a Christian, but also 
a fearless preacher of the Word of 
God.  He began to cry out against 
the sins and false doctrine of the 
Roman Catholic church.  Huss 
had a burden for people to hear 
the Bible in their own language 
and believed that a Christian 
should be known for Christ-
like living.  Because of his Bible 
preaching, Huss was forbidden 
by Rome to preach, but that did 
not stop him; he continued on.  In 
1410, he was excommunicated by 
the Roman Catholic church, and 
in 1412, he was exiled from the 
city by Pope Gregory XII.  Huss 
was later arrested, imprisoned, 
labeled a heretic, and burned at 
the stake.  But his bold preaching 
in Bohemia caused many to come 
to know Christ as their Savior and 
brought revival to that nation.  It 
is said that Huss paved the way 
for the Protestant Reformation.  
Imagine, one man being used of 
God to literally change the world!   
 When Judges chapter 

12 begins, we are introduced 
to Ibzan.  His name is only 
mentioned two times in the Bible, 
both in our text.  There are no 
other references to Ibzan.  He is 
not listed in Hebrews chapter 11, 
and there are no genealogies of 
his lineage.  All the information 
that we have about him is found 
in these three verses of our text.    
 Ibzan stands in stark 
contrast to Israel’s previous 
judge, Jephthah.  For example, 
Jephthah’s life spans forty-seven 
verses of the Bible, while Ibzan’s 
life is told in a mere three.  
Jephthah was born on the east 
side of the Jordan River, while 
Ibzan was born on the west.  

Jephthah had only one daughter, 
while Ibzan had thirty sons and 
thirty daughters.  Jephthah’s 
daughter was never married, 
while Ibzan’s daughters were all 
married.  Jephthah and Ibzan 
were opposites in many ways, but 
I believe that the greatest contrast 
between Jephthah and Ibzan was 
the condition of Israel under 
their judgeship.  When Jephthah 
judged Israel, Israel was in a state 
of confusion and turmoil to the 
point where civil war had broken 
out between Ephraim and Gilead 
(Manasseh).  When Ibzan judged 
Israel, there is no mention of any 
confusion, conflict, or war.  As a 
matter of fact, in some ways, the 
silence seems to indicate a time 
of peace and prosperity.  
 As we look at his story, let’s 
ask ourselves, Was there anything 

about Ibzan that brought about 
this change in Israel?  Was there 
anything about him that would 
cause God to use him?  
I.    The Personality of Ibzan 
       (vs. 8a) 
 Does our text give any 
hint as to the character of Ibzan?  
We read, “And after him Ibzan…”  
Perhaps there is a hint in his 
name.  Many times in the Bible, 
a person’s name denotes their 
personal characteristics.  For 
example, Jacob’s name (Genesis 
25) means “trickster,” Nabal’s 
name (1 Samuel 25) means “fool,” 
and Abraham’s name (Genesis 
17:5) means “the father of a 
multitude.”  So what does Ibzan’s 
name mean?  It means “made 
white” or “pure.”  Ibzan’s name 
could indicate that he was a man 
that lived a pure life! 
 The one thing that 
will mark us off as Christians, 
empower the message of the 
gospel, and make a difference in 
this world more than anything  
else is when God’s people live a life 
of purity.   Too many Christians 
are living a life that shows 
very little difference between 
themselves and the world.  1 John 
3:3 says, “And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself 
even as he is pure.”  The Christian’s 
goal should be to be as pure as the 
Lord Jesus Christ—pure in our 
actions, motives, thoughts, and 
in our words.  The reason that the 
world does not take Christianity 
and the Bible seriously is because 
too many Christians do not take 
them seriously!  The best thing 
that you and I can do for the 
cause of Christ in this world is to 
live a pure life!  Are we?

The best thing we can 
do for the cause of Christ 

is to live a pure life!

Judges  12 :8-10  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 March 18 & March 25 

We are distributing John and       
Romans in Wilmington every 
Saturday through March 25!  Meet 
at CBC at 9:00 AM.  Expect to 
return around 1:30 PM, after a stop 
for lunch.  We are working hard to 
get out 25,000 John and Romans 
before the get-acquainted meetings! 

•	 Fri., March 31   
CBS Spring Performance and PTF 
at 12:30 PM

•	 Sat., April 15       
Ladies’ Spring Tea in the Fellowship 
Hall for ladies 7th grade and above; 
2:00-4:00 PM; Bring your own    
teacup and a finger food to share!

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
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Church Activities March 17, 2017

Capitol Baptist
CAPTIONS



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	 Easton Baptist Church:   

financial needs

•	 Wilmington Church Plant:  
financial support (currently at 96%); Sunday     
afternoon services at 2:00 PM; John & Romans 
distribution; Get-Acquainted Meetings at 7:00 
PM on March 26-30; official start on April 2

•	 Mayfair Park Property:   
continued progress towards land swap

•	 Katrina Bish: grade 4 glioblastoma brain 
cancer; radiation & chemotherapy

•	 Kim Carrow: foot surgery recovery

•	 George Cordeiro: pneumonia

•	 S.M. Davis: malignant prostate cancer

•	 John Haskins: cancer

•	 Doris Hutchinson: recovery at home

•	 Gwen Leys: colon cancer; medical scans on 
March 20

•	 Danny Lugar: health

•	 Baby Isabelle Sophia: open heart surgery 
on March 24, born with down syndrome and a 
hole in her heart
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From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
A MB ASSAD OR B A PTI ST  COL LEGE  -  L AT T IMOR E ,  NORTH C AROLINA

About Ambassador Baptist College
 In October of 1987, Evangelist Ron Comfort surrendered to the Lord 
to start Ambassador Baptist College.  Through the definite leadership 
of the Holy Spirit, God directed Dr. Comfort to a recently vacated 
Christian school campus in Shelby, North Carolina.  Ambassador 
Baptist College opened its doors in that rented facility in August of 
1989 with an enrollment of thirty-seven students.  In the following 
years, as the Lord blessed with steady growth in the student body, 
faculty, and staff, it became obvious that the Shelby campus was not 
the ultimate location.
 In 1994, Ambassador Baptist College purchased a vacated 
public school campus in Lattimore, North Carolina, just eleven miles 
from the founding location. For the next two and a half years, their 
maintenance staff and work crews from many churches completely 
remodeled and renovated the entire facility, working diligently to 
bring all construction in line with current building and safety codes.  
After overcoming many delays and obstacles, occupancy permits were 
granted, and the college relocated in January of 1997.
 Since then, the Lord has enabled them to make continual 
improvements to the grounds and facilities.  In the year 2000, permanent 
dormitories were constructed for the ladies, and dormitories for the 
men followed a few years later.  In 2005, they purchased a building 
adjoined to the property, which had been home to several businesses 
in its history.  After renovations were complete, the Alumni Commons, 
housing the college bookstore, coffee shop, and student center, opened 
in 2007.

 In May of 2009, Dr. Comfort became the Chancellor, and Dr. 
Alton Beal was installed as the second president of Ambassador.  
The present and future mission of Ambassador Baptist College is to 
train men and women for full-time ministry in independent Baptist 
churches.  While they constantly seek to improve in every area, they 
intend, by God’s grace, never to move from the foundational principles 
upon which they were established. 
 Ambassador Baptist College offers bachelor degrees for men 
in pastoral, evangelist, missions, youth ministries, and second man 
music majors. Ladies can earn their bachelor degrees in missions, 
music, elementary education, and church ministries.  Master degrees  
can be earned in biblical studies, ministries, and sacred theology.  
Students may also choose to earn an associates degree in secretarial 
studies, a one-year Bible certificate, or a three-year theology diploma. 
 During their spring break, sixteen students are traveling and 
providing music for several churches.  They will be finishing up this 
tour on Sunday, March 19.  Next week, March 20-24, is their annual 
Bible conference.  Please pray that the students would be open to hear 
what the Lord has for them through the preaching at this conference.  
If you would like to watch the services online, you may find the link 
on their website.  Services will be at 9:50 AM, 10:30 AM, and 7:00 PM 
Monday through Friday (except for Wednesday evening).  Please pray 
that God would continue to provide for and use Ambassador Baptist 
College in a special way as they train students for the ministry.

Website: ambassadors.edu | Phone: 704.434.0303
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 158, Lattimore, NC 28089

Bill Shirey
Health

119 Lake Front Drive
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Bill this week as he deals 
with his health struggles, and consider 

sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  Praise the Lord for the music sung 
  by Ambassador Baptist College.

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Corner   
Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


