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The book of Judges is arguably 
one of the saddest books of the 

Bible.  It is a record of the spiritual 
degeneration of God’s people.  
Instead of growing spiritually and 
becoming stronger and stronger, 
we find the children of Israel 
doing just the opposite.  The very 
last verse of the book of Judges 
gives us, in essence, a summary 
of their condition.  It reads, “In 
those days there was no king in 
Israel: every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes.”  Judges 
chapter 18 (the chapter that we 
have been considering for the past 
few weeks) shows us how Israel’s 
departure from God spread from 
a group of individuals to an entire 
nation.  And the sin that was at 
the heart of their departure was 
idolatry.  
 So far in our passage, we 
have looked at: 
I. The Desire of the People (vs. 

1-2, 10)
 God’s people displayed a 
unique and subtle kind of idolatry.  
They were practicing idolatrous 
acts and sinful behavior while 
claiming that they were loyal to 
God.   

Then we saw:   
II. The Departure of the 

Prophet (vs. 3-6)
 Not just the people, but 
even the Levites—those who were 
ordained of God to stand between 
God and the people to represent 
God to the people—went along 
with the program.  Instead of 
condemning the wrong actions of 
the people, they “tickled the ears” 
and became part of the problem.   

This week, let’s consider: 
III. The Delusion of God’s 

People (vs. 8-30)

 In our text, we find a story 
that can be hard to follow (at least 
for me), if we do not pay close 
attention.  Here is a summary:  
 The Danites (the people 
of the tribe of Dan) desired 
to possess the portion of the 
Promised Land that they had yet 
to obtain.  And so they sent five 
spies to go and spy out the city of 
Laish.  When they returned, they 
told the people that they should 
take the land.  They then sent a 
group of men to do so.  When the 
men came to Ephraim, they went 
into Micah’s house, saw Micah’s 
idols, and decided to take them.  

The Levite that was living with 
Micah caught them in the act 
and asked them, “What are you 
doing?”  They asked the Levite if he 
wanted to join them by saying, “Is 
it better to be the priest of one man 
or of a whole tribe?”  And so the 
Levite went with them.  As they 
were all leaving Micah’s house, 
Micah saw them stealing his idols 
and his Levite and he confronted 
them.  They threatened to kill 
Micah and his entire house if he 
did not keep quiet.  Micah wisely 
chose to go home.  
 The Danites then 
proceeded to the city of Laish, 
smote the people of the city dead, 
burned their city with fire, set up 
their graven images in the city, 
installed a man named Jonathan 
and his sons to be idolatrous 
priests, and renamed the city 
Dan.  They continued in their 
idolatrous practices in that city 

until the day of the captivity of 
the land (vs. 30).  
 The question that begs to 
be asked is this: Why would God 
allow all of this?  Why would He 
let these idolatrous Danites (one 
of His tribes) destroy the people 
of Laish, knowing that they were 
going to worship idols? That doesn’t 
seem fair?  When you and I think 
this way, it simply reveals in us a 
lack of faith in God and wrong 
understanding of success. 
 Here’s the point.  So often, 
you and I think that because 
someone is advancing in worldly 
gain, that God is blessing them.  
For example, we think that the 
church that has the biggest crowd 
is the church that God is blessing 
the most, and the church that 
has a smaller crowd is not being 
blessed of God as much.  We 
think that the person who makes 
the most money, or has the most 
successful business, or that has 
the fewest problems is a person 
that God is blessing.  These things 
are not necessarily true, but many 
Christians think this way.  While  
God can and does use these ways 
to bless people, these are not in 
and of themselves evidences of 
God’s blessings.  
 The measure of success 
in a church is not its size, but 
its likeness to Jesus Christ.  We 
read in Ephesians 4:13—“Till we 
all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ:”  The church that God is 
blessing is a church where God’s 
people are walking with God and 
obeying His Word, where they are 
filled with His Spirit and sensitive 
to sin, and where they have a love 
for the lost and for the brethren, 
and possess the joy of the Lord!

•	 Sat., February 10  
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting at 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Wed., February 14  
Missionary Presentation -  
Stephen Finley to Ireland

•	 Sat., February 17  
Ladies’ Winter Tea; 2:00-4:00 PM

•	 Sat., March 3  
Church Workers’ Training 
8:30 AM - Breakfast
9:00 AM - Sessions
12:30 PM - Lunch

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM

Weekly Events
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: land swap approval
•	Cordell August: recovery from anemia
•	Calandra Caldwell: pregnancy complications 
•	Lila Childres: on hospice with stage 4 cancer
•	Combs Family: continued development of baby
•	Katie Daku: excessive sickness with pregnancy
•	Mrs. D’Archangelo: inoperable brain tumor, 

on hospice
•	Jim Dunn: recovery from cornea procedure
•	Joyce Finney: terminally ill & bedridden
•	Barbara Frye: recovery from broken ankle and 

surgery after fall on ice
•	Elijah Gonzalez: proper liver functioning,  

continued improvement
•	Don Kouse: recovery from back surgery
•	Natalie Moore: healthy baby (monitoring over 

the next several weeks)
•	Joe Orenshaw: continued recovery, strength
•	Dan Simpson: recovery from gallbladder removal
•	Joe Zanni: lung cancer, salvation
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From the Mission Field
M ATTHEW &  RE BE C C A  ROS E  -  KENYA

November & December 2017
Dear Praying Friends and Faithful Supporters,
As we look back over 2017, we can definitely say that we have found God 
to be faithful!  When we started deputation one year ago, we really had 
no idea what it was like to be missionaries on deputation, but God has 
provided everything that we needed along the way.  He has taught us so 
much!  We are not always what we should be, but He loves us just the 
same.
We stayed on the road in November with six meetings (5 in Georgia and 
1 in Mississippi), and we visited several churches in the Atlanta area.  
Thanksgiving and December brought us back home where we were able 
to spend a few Sundays with our sending church.  It was very nice to be 
able to catch up with old friends and start to build relationships with some 
new folks at our church.  We also had the opportunity to visit several 
churches within a couple hours distance of our home during December; 
God even gave us the opportunity to present our ministry at one of those 
churches!
We had been praying that God would allow us to arrive at 20% of our 
support by the end of December.  He answered our prayer!  We are now 
at 20% of our support; praise the Lord!  Thank you to Lakeland Baptist 
Church of Lakeland, GA and Concord Baptist Church of Fairmount, GA 
for partnering with us to reach Kenya with the Gospel!
We have some news that we are very excited about.  We are expecting 
another little girl on May 22, 2018!  We had the first ultrasound at the 
end of December, and she looks healthy!  We praise the Lord for this 
new little gift.  We ask that you pray for our wisdom in preparing for her 
arrival.

January and February is still missions conference season, and we praise 
the Lord for an almost full calendar for these next two months.  Our 
prayer is still that we would reach 100% of our support by the end of 
January of 2019!  We realize that this is a huge goal, but we serve a huge 
God!  We also need to sell our house; we made much progress on repairs 
while we were home in December, but it is still not ready for the market 
yet.  We ask that you pray for God’s will in both of these matters.

Thank you for your prayers and support,
Matthew & Rebecca Rose

Deborah, Hannah, Esther, and Lydia
Missionaries to Kenya

We praise the Lord for: 
•	 Our support level now being at 20%
•	 The new little girl on the way
•	 His continued protection and provision

We pray for:
•	 God to allow us to finish deputation by next January
•	 God to help us finish repairs on our house soon
•	 Wisdom in preparing for our new daughter

Mailing Address: 3200 Eastlake Drive, Screven, GA 31313
Website: rosesforkenya.com
Email: matthew@rosesforkenya.com
Phone: 912.288.3430

Joyce Finney
Terminally Ill; Bedridden

270 Rustic Lane
Dover, DE 19901

Please pray for Joyce and her 
family this week as she is on 
hospice care and bedridden. 

Church Services
  4 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation, 1 baptism, 
  1 new member

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


