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For the past few weeks, we 
have been considering 
“Jephthah’s Vow.”  Jephthah 

was Israel’s 8th judge during 
the period of the Judges.  When 
Jephthah was about to go to 
battle against the Ammonites, he 
decided to make a vow to God.  In 
essence, Jephthah told God that if 
God would give him the victory 
over the Ammonites, that he 
would offer as a burnt offering the 
first thing that came out of his tent 
when he returned from battle.  It 
is quite obvious that Jephthah had 
in mind one of the animals that he 
had owned.  
 Jephthah went to battle, 
and God did indeed give him 
the victory, but when Jephthah 
returned from battle and came 
to his tent, what came out of his 
tent was not an animal, but his 
daughter.  What should he do?  
He made a vow to God.  Should he 
keep this vow or should he break 
it?  Jephthah decided to keep his 
vow.  As disturbing as his action is 
to all of us, it seems clear that this 
is what he did.  Was that right?

So far, we have looked at:
I.    The Principles of Vows 
       (vs. 30a)

A. God hears all our vows.  
 (Psalm 61:5)
B. God expects us to fulfill  
 all our vows. 

 (Psalm 66:13-14)
C. Vows are voluntary.

 (Deuteronomy 23:21-22)    
II.  The Problem with Jephthah’s  
       Vow (vs. 30b-34)
This week, let us consider: 
III.  The Product of Jephthah’s  
        Vow (vs. 35-40)
We read in these verses, “And it 
came to pass, when he saw her, that 

he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, 
my daughter!  Thou hast brought 
me very low, and thou art one of 
them that trouble me: for I have 
opened my mouth unto the LORD, 
and I cannot go back.  And she said 
unto him, My father, if thou hast 
opened thy mouth unto the LORD, 
do to me according to that which 
hath proceeded out of thy mouth; 
forasmuch as the LORD hath taken 
vengeance for thee of thine enemies, 
even of the children of Ammon.  
And she said unto her father, Let 
this thing be done for me: let me 
alone two months, that I may go 
up and down upon the mountains, 
and bewail my virginity, I and my 
fellows.  And he said, Go.  And he 
sent her away for two months: and 
she went with her companions, 
and bewailed her virginity upon 
the mountains.  And it came to 

pass at the end of two months, that 
she returned unto her father, who 
did with her according to his vow 
which he had vowed: and she knew 
no man.  And it was a custom in 
Israel, That the daughters of Israel 
went yearly to lament the daughter 
of Jephthah the Gileadite four days 
in a year.”  When Jephthah saw his 
daughter come out of the tent, he 
was extremely grieved because of 
what he knew he had promised 
God.  When he shared his vow 
with his daughter, she told him to 
keep it.  Jephthah sent her away 
for two months, and when she 
returned to her father, he “did with 
her according to his vow which he 
had vowed:....”  

 There is a difference of 
opinion by many Bible scholars 
as to what happened with his 
daughter.  Some say that he 
offered her to God, similar to 
what Abraham was willing to 
do with Isaac, while others say 
that he dedicated her to God and 
she became a perpetual virgin–
knowing no man for the rest of 
her life.  Either way, Jephthah did 
something that he should not have 
done.  He kept a vow that he did 
not have to keep.  When Jephthah 
made the vow, his intention was to 
sacrifice to God an animal, not his 
daughter.  But  the broad wording 
of Jephthah’s vow would include 
anything that came out of his 
tent.  Jephthah’s vow was wrong, 
and the fulfilling of it was doubly 
wrong.   Here are some lessons we 
can learn from this story:  
Lesson 1:  Be careful what you 
vow, because God will require it.  
Proper vows to God are good.  If 
we vow to go soul-winning every 
week, or be a better parent, or 
spend time every day in prayer—
these are good vows!  But we must 
think before we make them.  We 
read in Proverbs 20:25, “It is a 
snare to the man who devoureth 
that which is holy, and after vows 
to make enquiry.”  Do not make a 
vow and then think of the potential 
ramifications afterwards.
Lesson 2:  A vow that would cause 
us to commit sin is a wrong vow.  
If we make a vow and then realize 
that that vow would cause us to 
sin, we do not have to honor that 
vow.  Don’t compound wrong 
with wrong by fulfilling a vow to 
commit sin.  Jephthah’s vow was 
foolish, and the fulfilling of it was 
even more foolish.

Jephthah’s vow was 
wrong, and the fulfilling 
of it was doubly wrong.
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•	 Fri., February 10  

Family & Friends Banquet at 6 PM; 
Guest Speaker - Dr. S.M. Davis

•	 Sat., February 11  
“Strengthening the Christian Home” 
sessions with Dr. S.M. Davis

•	 Sun., February 12  
Guest Speaker - Dr. S.M. Davis

•	 Sat., February 25  
John and Romans distribution in 
Wilmington begins. Meet at CBC at 
9:00 AM. Expect to return around 
1:30 PM, after a stop for lunch.   
Distribution will continue each   
Saturday throughout March as we 
work to get out 25,000 John and 
Romans!

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	 Easton Baptist Church:   

financial needs
•	 Wilmington Church Plant:  

deputation travels; financial support (currently 
at 72%); Sunday afternoon services at 2:00 PM; 
John & Romans distribution; Get-Acquainted 
Meetings in March; official start on April 2

•	 Mayfair Park Property:   
continued progress towards land swap

•	 Katrina Bish: stage 4 brain cancer
•	 Faith Brough: recovery from infection
•	 Cornel Buckley: nerve problems
•	 Kim Carrow: foot surgery recovery
•	 Debbie Edwards: foot procedure recovery
•	 Ruth Evans: broken neck recovery
•	 John Haskins: cancer
•	 Doris Hutchinson: rehabilitation; in 

Pinnacle Rehab in Smyrna, Room 208A
•	 Gwen Leys: colon cancer; ability to eat solids
•	 Terry Medlin-Johnson:    

hip replacement surgery recovery, at home
•	 Oblerlander Family: bereavement
•	 Heather Reece: back trouble, getting     

cortisone shots
•	 Lillian Turner: surgery recovery (internal 

bleeding)
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Dear Pastor and Friends,
 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  I would have to 
say that 2016 was the most difficult year thus far for our family 
and ministry, but we are more than ever determined to keep 
fighting the fight for souls.  Praise the Lord that souls are still 
being saved and added to the church, even if it is not at the pace 
we would like it to be.  Since our last letter, we have baptized 2 
converts.  One was our 7-year-old son, Timothy; the other was a 
young man (21) Rysho, who I recently lead to the Lord.
 In my past few letters, I have mentioned different people 
who need your prayers.  In this letter, I would like to introduce 
you to Toni and Rita, an elderly couple in our church in Fakulteta.  
I led them to the Lord in their house in early 2012, and they were 
baptized on March 25 of the same year.  They came to Jesus with 
lots of baggage and still have a lot of cleaning up to do, but God has 
been at work in their lives.  I still remember what Toni said to me 
the day he got saved. He said, “I have lived all my life for pleasure, 
for the night life; I want to live the rest of it for God.”  Toni has 
been faithful to church since his salvation.  He recently had heart 
bypass surgery for three blocked arteries, but was back in church 
5 weeks after his surgery.  Rita has had bouts of depression that 
have left her in the hospital for months.  For the past three years, 

she has not been to church because of depression, but recently 
has been attending regularly with Toni.  Please pray for Toni and 
Rita to get a more fervent desire for the lost souls around them.  
 Please continue to pray for Gele and Natasha, a young 
couple we pray will one day lead the church in Fakulteta; for the 
church plants in Radomir; Borovo, Sofia; and Fakulteta, Sofia; 
and for national pastors and workers for the work of God in 
Bulgaria.  We thank God for your prayers and support that allow 
us to continue the work here.

Serving for Jesus,
The Owens Family

The Owens Family: Jonathan & Shannon
Kathryn, Jonathan, David, Julia, Rebekah, Daniel, Stephen, 

Kaitlyn, Timothy, Eliana, Samuel, Elizabeth, & Jordan

Email: owensbulgaria@gmail.com
Website: owensbulgaria.com
Phone: 410.202.8845 or 011.359.898.697.244 (cell)
Field Address: Ulitsa “Prolet” 4; 2344 Studena, Bulgaria

Nancy Peretiatko
Recovery from Stent Repair

17257 Ash Court
Lewes, DE 19958

Please pray for Nancy this week as she        
recovers, and consider dropping by for a 
visit or sending a note of encouragement.
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  2 salvations 
  (One of them was on a 
   follow-up visit!)
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