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As we approach the end of 
the book of Judges, we are 

brought face to face with the root 
problem of Israel.  As a whole, 
Israel had become an idolatrous 
nation.  And for the past couple 
weeks, we have been looking at 
the sad state of this nation.  

Last week, we looked at:
I. The Desire of the People   

(vs. 1-2, 10)
 God’s people displayed 
the root problem of idolatry.  
Idolatry is rooted in the desire 
of man to be free from authority.  
It is the desire to make our 
own decisions, make our own 
rules, and govern ourselves 
independent of God.  
 There is a brand of 
idolatry that we are seeing today 
amongst professing believers.   It 
is to identify with Jesus Christ in 
name, but repudiate any idea of 
Him telling them how to live.  

This week, we will consider:
II. The Departure of the 

Prophet (vs. 3-6)
 We read in these verses, 
“When they were by the house of 
Micah, they knew the voice of the 
young man the Levite: and they 
turned in thither, and said unto 
him, Who brought thee hither?  
and what makest thou in this 
place? and what hast thou here?  
And he said unto them, Thus and 
thus dealeth Micah with me, and 
hath hired me, and I am his priest.  
And they said unto him, Ask 
counsel, we pray thee, of God, that 
we may know whether our way 
which we go shall be prosperous.  
And the priest said unto them, Go 
in peace: before the Lord is your 
way wherein ye go.”  
 When the Danites spy 
out the land, they come to the 
house of Micah.  While they 

are in Micah’s house, they hear 
the voice of a young man—a 
Levite, and they ask him several 
questions.  They essentially ask 
him, How did you get here?  What 
business do you have here?  And 
why are you living here?  They 
then ask him in verse 5 to ask 
God if He is going to bless what 
they are doing.  Remember, the 
nation of Israel is a mess!  None 
of the tribes have yet gotten their 
inheritance, they are ignoring 
God and His Word, idolatry 
abounds, and they ask this Levite 
to ask God if He will make their 
way prosperous?  

 What an opportunity this 
presented for this Levite.   The 
Levites were appointed by God 
to instruct the people in God’s 
truth.  They were to stand for 
God before men.  Here is his 
opportunity to condemn their 
actions and preach the truth.  But 
he didn’t!  Instead, he “tickled 
their ears”!  The reason that 
idolatry had spread throughout 
the land was  not only because 
the people desired to be free 
from God’s authority, but also 
because there was a departure of 
the prophet in the land!  
 God’s primary method 
of keeping His people in check, 
of calling back His people to 
Himself, of encouraging and 
challenging His people, is by the 
clear, bold, faithful declaration of 
the Word of God! 

 We read in Jeremiah 23: 
1-4, “Woe be unto the pastors that 
destroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture! saith the Lord.  Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God of Israel 
against the pastors that feed my 
people; Ye have scattered my flock, 
and driven them away, and have 
not visited them: behold, I will 
visit upon you the evil of your 
doings, saith the Lord.  And I will 
gather the remnant of my flock 
out of all countries whither I have 
driven them, and will bring them 
again to their folds; and they shall 
be fruitful and increase.  And I will 
set up shepherds over them which 
shall feed them: and they shall 
fear no more, nor be dismayed, 
neither shall they be lacking, saith 
the Lord.”  
 The Bible is clear that 
in the end times, there will be 
a turning away from sound 
biblical preaching (2 Timothy 
4:3-4).  But preachers must 
never accommodate the culture.  
Instead, we must faithfully 
preach the Word of God!  Sad to 
say, there are shepherds that will 
cause God’s people to go astray.   
Several years ago, Billy Graham 
was speaking on Robert Shuller’s 
program.  When speaking of 
salvation, Graham said, “They 
may not even know the name of 
Jesus, but they know in their heart 
that they need something that 
they don’t have, and they turn to 
the only light that they have, and I 
think that they are saved; they are 
going to be with us in Heaven.”  
Shuller replied, “Fantastic to hear 
you say that.  There is a wideness 
in God’s mercy.”  We do not need 
compromising, watered down, 
unclear, feel-good messages.  
God’s solution for mankind is the 
clear, strong, biblical message of 
the prophet of God!

•	 Sun., February 4  
Table Baby Shower for Jessica Combs

•	 Fri., February 9  
Family & Friends Banquet at 6 PM; 
Speaker: Pastor Dean Bult from 
Mainland Baptist Church in NJ;  
Cost: $16 per person (ages 18 & up)

•	 Sat., February 17  
Ladies’ Winter Tea; 2:00-4:00 PM

•	 Sat., March 3  
Church Workers’ Training 
8:30 AM - Breakfast
9:00 AM - Sessions
12:30 PM - Lunch

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM

Weekly Events
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: land swap approval
•	Cordell August: recovery from anemia
•	Calandra Caldwell: pregnancy complications 
•	Lila Childres: in Kent General Hospital,  

intestinal blockage, test results
•	Combs Family: continued development of baby
•	Mrs. D’Archangelo: inoperable brain tumor, 

on hospice
•	Jim Dunn: cornea procedure on February 8
•	Joyce Finney: declining health, on hospice
•	Barbara Frye: recovery from broken ankle and 

surgery after fall on ice
•	Elijah Gonzalez: proper liver functioning,  

continued improvement
•	Doris Hutchinson: health
•	Mike Jager: heart procedures on Tuesday,  

February 6
•	Natalie Moore: healthy baby (monitoring over 

the next several weeks)
•	Joe Orenshaw: continued recovery, strength
•	Sutton Family: bereavement - passing of Les
•	Joe Zanni: lung cancer, salvation
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From the Mission Field
STEPHEN &  J ULI E  K NICKER BOCKER  -  BU RKINA FASO

December 2017
Dear Pastors, Supporting Churches, and Praying Friends,
Funds for the Church: Praise God for the wonderful things that He has 
done.  We have seen souls saved and saints strengthened in their walk with 
the Lord.  We could not be happier with the testimony of our church folks.  
As we concluded the year 2017, we desired to give you an update on the 
church property that we are seeking.  Unfortunately, we need to have the 
money upfront if we are going to make any purchase.  We have set a budget 
of $40,000 for the purchase of a permanent property for the local church 
that was started.  We have posted a short video explaining that prayer 
request and sharing the testimony of a few of our church members whose 
lives have been transformed by the power of the gospel.  You may view this 
video on our website at knickinburkinafaso.com.  Please pray that in God’s 
timing we would have the funds which would allow us to advance in the 
ministry that the Lord has given us.
Kid’s Ministry: It is thrilling to see faithful men teaching others also.  Aimé 
and Bienvenu are two men that I can rely on to assist me in the ministry.  
They have been helping in the kid’s ministry, and I have recently given 
them the opportunity to help teach a Bible lesson for children.  I already 
enjoy the children’s ministry, but it makes it much more enjoyable to have 
a team that works together.
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year: The Lord gave us a precious 
time of celebration during the Christmas and New Year’s program of the 
church.  It was a time of testimony and of rejoicing in what God has done 
in and through our church.  Thank you to the many of you who wrote 
us cards and sent us packages; it made our Christmas away from family 
extra special.  We know that Christmas is often spent with family, but we 
are grateful for the spiritual family the Lord has given us in Burkina with 

whom we can rejoice that Christ came to die, was buried, and rose again 
on the third day.
Thank you for your prayers, encouragement, and partnership in the work 
of the Lord. 

Looking unto Jesus,
Stephen & Julie Knickerbocker

Praise Report: 
•	 We had a wonderful Christmas with the church and as a family.
•	 A total of $12,297 has been donated for the land purchase!
•	 I brought Bienvenu to his village for the winter break, and his Muslim 

family responded well to the Gospel.
•	 Aimé and Bienvenu are helping me teach for the kid’s ministry.
Prayer Requests:
•	 Funds to purchase property for the church ($40,000)
•	 Spiritual and physical growth of the church
•	 A pastor to train
•	 Salvation of Zeinaba and Abdoulaye
•	 A stable job for Vincent, Christian, and Serge
•	 Healthy pregnancy for Julie and healthy baby Knickerbocker
•	 Bienvenu’s university education
•	 The spiritual growth of Lucy, Blaise, and Yvette
•	 Soap and taxi-moto business
•	 Omar’s mother had a stroke.
Field Address: 10 BP 13671 Ouagadougou 10; Burkina Faso
Website: knickinburkinafaso.com
Email: knickinburkina@gmail.com

Darlene Sutton
Bereavement
15 Saxton Road

Dover, DE 19901

Please pray for Darlene this week with the 
passing of her husband, Les. Consider 

sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  1 baby dedication

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


