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In Nehemiah chapter 3, the 
Jewish people that were in 
Jerusalem had begun to work 

on rebuilding the walls around 
the city. After being stirred by 
God, Nehemiah had returned to 
Jerusalem from Babylon and led 
the people to begin this venture. 
This chapter of the Bible gives us 
more than merely a list of names; 
it is a tribute to those who chose 
to do a work for God.  

The very reason that God 
saves a soul is not only so that 
person will go to Heaven when 
they die, but also so that person 
will serve God with their life. 
We read in Ephesians 2:10, “For 
we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them.” 
We read in Titus 2:14 “Who 
gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” 
We were “won” to work!  

For the past few weeks, 
we have been considering the 
subject, “When the Work Begins.” 
So far, we have seen: 
I. The Workers

This week, let’s consider:
II. The Watchers

We read an interesting 
statement in verse 5 of our text, 
“... but their nobles put not their 
necks to the work of their Lord.” 
In the midst of God listing those 
who were working on the wall, 
we read that there were those 
who did not work, and we 
learn some interesting things 
about them. First of all, we see 
that these men knew the Lord. 
They put not their necks to the 
work “of their Lord.” This verse 
is not talking about Sanballat 

and Tobiah, the enemies of the 
Jews. It’s not speaking of the 
Babylonians, Persians, or other 
heathens. These were God’s 
people! They knew the Lord, but 
they refused to put their neck to 
the work! They refused to serve 
God!  

There is always an element 
in every church and in every 
ministry of people who claim 
to know the Lord but refuse to 
serve the Lord! These are people 
who can give a clear testimony of 
salvation. They can tell you how 
they got saved and when they 
got saved, but for some reason, 

they never get involved in God’s 
work. These are people who use 
God, but never allow God to 
use them. Many of these people 
plan to serve God someday—
when their work hours change, 
or their house project gets 
finished, or they get some things 
straightened out in their lives, 
then they will serve God—but 
for now, it’s just not a good time! 
The truth of the matter is, we 
can always find an excuse to not 
serve the Lord. Proverbs 26:13 
says, “The slothful man saith, 
There is a lion in the way; a lion 
is in the streets.” All of us have 
problems. Problems are a part of 
life. But the cure for our excuses 
is to take our minds off of our 
problems, and start helping 
someone else in their problems, 
and our problems won’t seem so 
big anymore!  

We read a passage in John 
6:60-66 that deals with those 
that are saved, but do not want 
to be a follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. “Many therefore of his 
disciples, when they had heard 
this, said, This is an hard saying; 
who can hear it? When Jesus 
knew in himself that his disciples 
murmured at it, he said unto 
them, Doth this offend you? What 
and if ye shall see the Son of man 
ascend up where he was before? It 
is the spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words 
that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit , and they  are life. But there 
are some of you that believe not. 
For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who they were that believed not, 
and who should betray him. And 
he said, Therefore said I unto you, 
that no man can come unto me, 
except it were given unto him of 
my Father. From that time many 
of his disciples went back, and 
walked no more with him.” Even 
the Lord Jesus Christ, during His 
earthly ministry, had disciples 
that turned away and walked no 
more with him. They chose to be 
“watchers” instead of “workers.” 
These watchers felt that the work 
that Christ was calling them 
to was too much for them to 
participate in—so sad!

Perhaps the most damaging 
thing about watchers is not 
only that the work of God itself 
suffers, but that those that are 
working suffer as well, because 
those that are serving the Lord 
now have to carry a heavier 
load than they would have had 
to carry if the watchers were 
workers. Watchers discourage 
workers. May the Lord help us 
all to be willing to put our necks 
to the work of our Lord! He is 
worth serving!
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•	 Sat., December 7  

Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting  
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Sat., December 14  
Men’s Prayer Breakfast   
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

•	 Sun., December 15  
Christmas Concert at 6:00 PM  
“A Christmas Carol Celebration”   
will be presented by our church choir 
and instrumental ensemble

•	 Tue., December 24  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
at 7:00 PM (no Wednesday service)

•	 Tue., December 31  
New Year’s Eve Watchnight Service 
at 7:00 PM (no Wednesday service)

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Faith Promise Commitments
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA - 

seeking a pastor 
•	New Property: wisdom moving forward
•	Deane Betts: radiation treatments
•	Scot Daku: increased support; raising of funds for 

property in Fiji
•	Larry Engle: heart health
•	Craig Gsell: declining health; partial paralysis; 

heart attack recovery; needs kidney transplant &  
wisdom for healthcare decisions

•	Carol Hassler: brain cancer; surgery recovery; 
wisdom for family

•	Stephen Knickerbocker Family:  
situation in Burkina Faso; departure date is Tuesday, 
December 10

•	Don Kouse: recovery from back injuries from a 
fall

•	Mike McQueen: stage two of back procedure on 
December 17

•	John Mosemann: declining health
•	Renate Motus: recovery from heart valve  

replacement surgery
•	Joe Pouser: bone cancer; salvation
•	Rob Raab: serious health issues
•	Jared Rieff: continued recovery & rehab from bad 

accident at work
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Don Kouse
Back Injuries from a Fall

134 Fox Chase Road
Felton, DE 19943

Please pray for Don this week as he 
fell and injured his back. Consider 
sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  19 visitors (last 2 weeks)

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  4 salvations, 2 baptisms   
  (last 2 weeks)

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
JASON & CHERITH OTTOSEN - PAPUA NEW GUINEA

November 2019
Our family is thankful for all those who prayed for our safe travel. 
Although some difficulties were present, the Lord’s protection was 
apparent in our return to Papua New Guinea. Our plans were altered 
when our flight back to Komako was postponed by two weeks. Please 
pray about logistics as it grows increasingly difficult to schedule flights 
to our village.
We decided to extend our stay in Cairns, Australia to avoid the high 
expense of lodging in PNG’s capitol while awaiting the next available 
flight. That window of time was rich in soul-winning and preaching 
opportunities. No one I witnessed to had ever heard the gospel before. 
We left with the burden deeply imbedded in our hearts: the spiritual 
need desperately calls for more labourers to go!
As an answer to prayer, Josiah’s visa approval was received a couple of 
weeks after arriving in PNG. On a somber note, Jacinta who previously 
handled our visa paperwork was misdiagnosed with tuberculosis 
and has passed away. We thank those who have been praying for her 
family.
Battles Won at Church
Shocking! The horribly lopsided fight exploded when our brother in 
Christ, Ems, died. Fifteen of Ems’ relatives repeatedly attacked three 
men in Max’s family, erroneously suspecting them of using witchcraft 
to end Ems’ life. One man nearly died from the assaults while four of 
their homes were almost burned to the ground. Now our new church 
building was practically full because members from both sides came 

to bolster their number in case violence broke out again. On Sunday 
morning, Pastor Jack and I were virtually standing between the 
Hatfields and McCoys. What could we do if twenty-five men began an 
uproar inside our church, exchanging strikes with their machetes and 
axes? We prayed and preached Jesus Christ to them at each occasion.
Both groups continued to come, neither side willing to back down 
or show signs of being intimidated. Regardless of their motivation 
in coming, the Lord was working in our midst. The tension began to 
subside in the services. Then, we saw the scripture break through their 
hardness of heart; aggressors in Ems’ family began responding to the 
gospel. The first was Paimba, the eldest surviving brother who was 
central to the conflict. Next was Suwanas, one of the oldest and most 
respected witchdoctors in our village. He led the pagan nose-piercing 
ceremony last year. Numerous members from Max’s family also come 
every week but have not trusted Christ. Please pray for their salvation 
and service to our Lord. 

“...the Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm...” 
Nahum 1:3

Klarens is a special 12-year-old boy. He has grown to exhibit spiritual 
character well beyond his years. He recently surrendered to serve the 
Lord in the future as a pastor or evangelist! Amen!

In His Service,
Jason, Cherith, Grace, Melody, Hannah, and Josiah
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