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Judges 16:4-21 gives us the 
familiar story of Samson 
and Delilah.  Samson was 

the nation of Israel’s 12th judge.  
Since the death of Joshua, Israel 
was caught up in what Bible 
commentators refer to as the “cycle 
of sin.”  Israel would fall into sin, 
their sin would bring them into 
bondage, they would repent of 
their sin, and God would deliver 
them, only for them to repeat the 
cycle again and again.  Each time 
they repented, God in His mercy 
would raise up a judge to deliver 
them out of their bondage.  We 
read in Judges 2:18-19a, “And 
when the Lord raised them up 
judges, then the Lord was with 
the judge, and delivered them out 
of the hand of their enemies all the 
days of the judge: for it repented the 
Lord because of their groanings 
by reason of them that oppressed 
them and vexed them.  And it 
came to pass, when the judge was 
dead, that they returned, and 
corrupted themselves…”  Samson 
was one of these judges.  God 
raised up Samson to be the tool 
that would deliver Israel out of 
the hand of the Philistines.  But 
the devil had other ideas.  The 
devil did everything in his power 
to prevent this from happening.  
He knew Samson’s weakness 
and did everything he could to 
exploit it and prevent Samson 
from accomplishing God’s will.  

So far, we have seen:   
I. The Confusion of Samson 

(vs. 4)     
II. The Conniving of the Devil 

(vs. 5)
This week, let’s look at: 

III. The Conquering of Samson 
(vs. 6-21)  

 Samson’s weakness was 
women.  The devil used Delilah to 

try to find the secret of Samson’s 
strength so that the Philistines 
could defeat him.  The Philistines 
bribed Delilah to try to find 
out this secret.  Delilah went to 
Samson four times and asked him 
what the secret of his strength 
was (vs. 6, 10, 13, 15).  The first 
three times, Samson  managed to 
allude her attempts.  But on the 
fourth time, Samson finally gave 
in to her pressures.  He responded 
in verse 17, “...There hath not 
come a razor upon mine head; for 
I have been a Nazarite unto God 
from my mothers’ womb: if I be 
shaven, then my strength will go 
from me, and I shall become weak, 
and be like any other man.”  When 
Delilah heard this, she called 
for the lords of the Philistines 
and devised a plan.  Delilah had 
Samson fall asleep on her lap.  

When she was certain that he was 
asleep, she called in a Philistine 
man who shaved Samson’s head.  
Samson, God’s man, was then 
captured by the Philistines.  But 
the Philistines did not merely 
capture Samson; they publicly 
humiliated him.  They gouged 
out his eyes so that Samson could 
no longer see.  They then brought 
him down to Gaza, where he 
was bound with fetters of brass, 
and forced him to “grind” in the 
prison house.  Samson, the judge 
in Israel, the leader of God’s 
people, was disgraced, degraded, 
and mocked.  Samson was ruined!  

 Samson let his sin get the 
best of him.  What he thought 
would bring him pleasure, joy, 
and freedom, brought him 
bondage.  He became a prisoner 
and slave to the world.  The devil 
got exactly what he wanted.  
 The devil always promises 
pleasure, riches, freedom, and 
fun.  He says, “You’ll have no cares, 
no responsibilities, no rules.”  But 
the devil is a liar, and the father 
of them.  Do not forget what the 
Lord Jesus Christ said about the 
devil in John 8:44, “...He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his 
own: for he is a liar, and the father 
of it.”  The devil is a deceiver, a 
fraud, and a counterfeit.  He likes 
to get people to think that they 
are winning when they disobey 
God.  But their troubles are yet to 
come.  Samson got caught in the 
snare of the devil.  This should 
be a lesson for all of us.  Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr. used to say, “Don’t 
sacrifice the permanent on the 
altar of the immediate.”  Yes, there 
is pleasure in sin for a season 
(Hebrews 11:25), but that season 
is always brief and always comes 
to an end.  
 God gives us the remedy 
for the devil’s tactics in James 4:7-
8, “Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. Draw nigh to God, 
and he will draw nigh to you.  
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; 
and purify your hearts, ye double 
minded.” 
 Samson’s ruin could 
have been avoided.  If he would 
have submitted himself to God, 
obeyed God’s Word, and kept his 
heart with all diligence, Samson 
never would have fallen!

•	 Sun., December 3  
Guest Speaker - Pastor Steve Damron 
(pastor of Fairhaven Baptist Church 
& president of Fairhaven Baptist 
College in Chesterton, Indiana)

•	 Wed., December 13 
CBC Bookstore’s “Little Shoppers’ 
Night” 

•	 Sat., December 16  
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting at 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Sun., December 17  
“The Christmas Story,” presented by 
the CBC choir, instrumentalists, and 
cast (6:00 PM)

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: land swap approval
•	Katrina Bish: grade 4 glioblastoma brain cancer, 

chemotherapy
•	Combs Family: continued development of baby
•	Beau Cordrey: broken leg; surgery recovery
•	Mrs. D’Archangelo: inoperable brain tumor, 

on hospice
•	Jim Dunn: cornea transplant on December 5
•	Debbie Edwards: foot surgery recovery 
•	Jack Evans: cancer surgery recovery
•	Joyce Finney: declining health
•	Laura Fowler: recovery from hip surgery
•	Elijah Gonzalez: surgery recovery, pain  

management, proper liver functioning, recovery  
from infection

•	Craig Gsell: kidney donor
•	Doris Hutchinson: health
•	Margaret Jewell: cataract surgery recovery
•	Joe Orenshaw: physical therapy - in Capitol 

Nursing Home, room 101A
•	Philip Schutz: recovery from surgery, swelling 

on the brain
•	Becky Stevens: upcoming baby delivery 
•	Walter Family: bereavement - passing of Pastor 

Rick Walter
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From the Mission Field
JOSH &  SARA H  WA GA R -  CHU U K,  MICRONES IA

October 2017 (Excerpts)
Our Dear Friends,
 I was in a video meeting the other day that included Brother 
O’Malley, the general director of our mission board.  I rushed in to join the 
meeting after being outside weed eating since it wasn’t raining.  He casually 
made the comment that most people on the call were probably trying to 
avoid the cold and yet, there I was coming in from weed eating when it 
is almost November.  Needless to say, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New 
Years all seem so far away, and yet they are right around the corner!  As 
time continues to fly by, Sarah, Milena, and I continue to adjust to our new 
surroundings and find ways to broaden the scope of our influence here.  I 
remember long ago thinking, “When we get to the field, how do we “be” 
missionaries - especially if we don’t have a church yet?”  The answer, we have 
found, is relatively simple: just “be” Christians that live out our daily life for 
the glory of God; He will create the perfect opportunities for us to follow.  So 
here we are!  I am preaching almost every Sunday in one of several English 
services that are held in our area.  Most of it has been pulpit supply while 
the pastor was away or unable to preach.  Sarah is doing well; it never ceases 
to amaze me at how well she takes care of Milena and I while adapting to 
new surroundings.  She does an amazing job!  One of her teeth has been 
bothering her off and on.  We have tried many different remedies that we 
have available to us here, but we are seeing the need to possibly send her to 
Guam for some dental work.  Please pray that the Lord gives us wisdom in 
the timing of this.  Milena is growing like a weed!  
 In one of our last letters, I mentioned that I was looking at starting a 
taxi service here in order to do outreach and language learning.  However, 
the Lord has closed that door for the time being.  I have ridden in numerous 
taxis, and without asking them, many have told me that there are “too many 
taxis” and that it’s very hard to make a living that way.  I feel it would be 

counterintuitive to start a free taxi service when clearly many hard-working 
men are already struggling. 
 What we are thinking right now is that we are going to take the rest 
of this year and really make sure all the main things around the house are 
taken care of and up to date.  There are still a few more projects to be done 
in order to finish up this house.  As we do this, we will continue to work 
on the language as we go.  In 2018, I want to double down on language and 
outreach ideas.  In all honesty, I don’t think Sarah or I expected to take a year 
to get everything in order, but that’s apparently the way the Lord had it laid 
out for us. 
 Another opportunity that we will have until February is ministering 
to a group of Navy Seabee’s that are here building an addition onto the local 
high school.  Two of them have come to church several times, and we have 
opened up our house to them as well.  I don’t want to name him specifically 
right now, but please be especially in prayer for one of our Seabee friends; 
he is really searching, and I have had the opportunity to clearly present the 
Gospel to him on a couple of occasions.  He is interested in doing a Bible 
study to learn more about the Bible.  Please pray that the Lord brings this 
man to Himself.
 As always, thank you all for being an invaluable part of this ministry. 
Keep serving Him in all things!

Until the Islands Know Him,
Josh, Sarah, and Milena Wagar

Romans 15:21
Praises: 1) House is almost done 2) Many opportunities and contacts 
presenting themselves | Prayer Requests: 1) Sarah’s tooth 2) Wisdom for 
the upcoming year 3) For God to send us a Chuukese language mentor
Email: info@wagars2chuuk.com | Phone: 757.297.9285

Ian & Tara Gonzalez
Baby Elijah’s Health

P.O. Box 339
Cheswold, DE 19936

Please pray for Ian and Tara this week 
as they deal with baby Elijah’s health 

struggles and surgery recovery. Consider 
sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  1 visitor

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation, 1 salvation assurance

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


