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Nehemiah was a man that 
lived during the time that 
the southern kingdom of 

Judah had been taken captive 
by the Babylonians. He was 
born during the captivity of 
Judah, he was a Jew, and he 
became the cupbearer for the 
Babylonian king, Artaxerxes. 
When Nehemiah heard of the 
situation in Jerusalem, God 
placed a burden in his heart to 
return to Jerusalem and rebuild 
the broken down walls. After 
securing permission from the 
king, Nehemiah arrived in 
Jerusalem in chapter 2 and verse 
11. When he first got there, he 
did not tell anyone what God 
wanted him to do, but instead 
went out at night and viewed 
the broken walls. When viewing 
the walls, Nehemiah’s heart 
was broken over the dismal 
situation. Nehemiah realized 
that this task that God had given 
him to do was much bigger than 
himself, and that in order for 
him to accomplish God’s will, he 
would have to get some help. So 
in chapter 2 and verses 17 and 
18, Nehemiah went to the Jews, 
priests, nobles, and rulers and 
conveyed his burden to them. 
He told them of the work that 
God had led him to do. After 
hearing Nehemiah’s burden, 
the people were stirred as well, 
and they boldly proclaimed to 
Nehemiah, “Let us rise up and 
build.” They decided to join 
Nehemiah in this task.  

Now when we come to 
chapter 3 of Nehemiah, what 
we find is more than just a list 
of names that are difficult to 
pronounce. It is more than just 
a list of long-forgotten people. 
What we find here is a list that 
is similar to Hebrews chapter 11. 

It is an honor roll of faith. It is a 
list of God’s faithful workers and 
servants who chose to give their 
lives to the work of God. I’ve 
entitled this message, When the 
Work Begins.  

We read in Ephesians 2:8-9, 
“For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: Not of works, 
lest any man should boast.” As 
Bible believers, we are adamant 
that we are neither saved by 
our works or kept saved by our 
works. Works have nothing to 
do with our salvation. But we 
sometimes forget that work 
has everything to do with our 
Christian life; for we read in 

Ephesians 2:10, “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” Titus 2:14 
reads, “Who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.” Work is a vital part of the 
Christian life.  

Nothing ever gets done until 
work begins. It does not matter 
how big of a burden we have, 
how much concern we have, or 
how much talking and planning 
we do; if all of that does not 
result in work starting, it is all in 
vain. It is not enough to merely 
recognize the plight of our 
broken walls. There is no doubt 

broken walls are all around 
us, in our homes, schools, 
communities, and in our nation. 
It is not enough to simply believe 
the right things. We say that we 
stand strong on the King James 
Bible, salvation through faith in 
Christ, believers’ baptism only 
by immersion only, separation 
from the world, and reaching 
the world with the gospel. These 
are things that we ought to 
stand for, but it is only when we 
personally live what the Bible 
teaches that we will make an 
impact. It is only when we put 
our faith in motion that God’s 
work will be accomplished.  

There is so much confusion 
today about the work of God. 
What exactly is the work of God? 
What is it that the Lord wants us 
to do? What is this “wall” that 
you and I should be building? 
I believe the answer is found in 
John 6:28-29. We read of Christ 
being asked, “... What shall we do, 
that we might work the works of 
God?” Christ responds, “... This 
is the work of God, that ye believe 
on him whom he hath sent.” The 
great work that we need to be 
doing is telling people about the 
saving work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. There will come a day 
when the only thing that will 
matter with regards to Heaven 
and Hell is whether or not that 
person knows the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour.  

Every time that we hear of a 
death, see an accident, or know 
of someone that passes away, 
the very first thing that pops 
up in every Christian’s mind is 
not, “How much money did they 
make?” or “How many friends 
did they have?” but instead, “Did 
they know Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour?” This is our great work!
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•	 Sat., November 16   

Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting at 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Wed., November 20  
Missionary Update - Biz Lerisse, to 
the Haitians in Hispaniola, will give 
an update and preach for the service.

•	 Sun., November 24  
Bus Ministry Sunday

•	 Wed., November 27  
Thanksgiving Service at 7:00 PM

•	 Thu.-Fri., November 28-29 
Thanksgiving Break - Ministry  
Offices Closed, CBS - No School,  
CBBI - No Classes

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities November 15, 2019
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Faith Promise Commitments
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA - 

seeking a pastor 
•	New Property: wisdom moving forward
•	Cordell August: health
•	Deane Betts: radiation treatments
•	Scot Daku: increased support; raising of funds for 

property in Fiji
•	Frausto Family: Amalia’s health & adjustment; 

medical bills
•	Craig Gsell: heart attack recovery; dialysis 

complications; needs kidney transplant & wisdom for 
healthcare decisions

•	Carol Hassler: brain cancer; wisdom for family
•	Nancy Hoffstein: heart health
•	Fran Horne: recovery from shingles & a fall
•	Pastor Kenny Johnson: recovery from a 

heart attack
•	Mike McQueen: recovery from back procedure
•	Etta Moyer: recovery from a fall 
•	Callie Parker: ongoing issues recovering from 

severe virus
•	Joe Pouser: bone cancer; salvation
•	Rob Raab: serious health issues
•	Jared Rieff: continued recovery & rehab from bad 

accident at work
•	Joanne Thompson: recovery from a TIA
•	Tilishia Tolson: in the hospital; declining 

health
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Hassler Family
Strength & Wisdom

P.O. Box 283
Kenton, DE 19955

Please pray for the Hasslers this week, 
for strength and wisdom through 

Todd’s mother’s failing health. Consider 
sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  10 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  2 salvations

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
JIM & EMI CIVALE - SAMOAN ISLANDS

October 16, 2019 - Special Prayer Letter
Dear Friends,
We are publishing this special prayer letter two weeks early for two 
reasons. The first is that we will be especially busy in the coming 
weeks. The second, because we want to share a special need as early 
as possible.
Emi and I find ourselves in our busiest season of the year. In October, 
we celebrated White Sunday (or Children’s Sunday) in both churches. 
In addition to the usual children’s programs, we also dedicated two 
babies to the Lord. One thing that impressed me at both churches 
was to see the numerical growth over the last year. It was exciting to 
see the new children all in sync with the others as they sang praises, 
performed skits, received offerings, and preached messages. [The 
original prayer letter included a few pictures from both churches.]
In November, we will close another school year at ABC Academy with 
the K5 and grade 8 graduations; the year-end awards assembly; and 
our annual, school-wide “Pre-Christmas” program. The same week of 
the graduations, our church is hosting four other churches for a special 
ladies’ conference. In December, we will be making a brief trip to New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania to see family, to attend to a few medical needs 
(nothing major, praise God), and to coordinate shipping details for 
our next order of 15,000 Samoan Bibles due to arrive in American 
Samoa in January. We will also visit a few supporting churches in 
New Jersey. When we return to the islands in January, we will have 
an intense month of preparation before the tenth anniversary of 
Asau Baptist Church the first weekend of February. As mentioned in 
previous prayer letters, we will be turning over Asau Baptist Church 

to local leadership at that time, ordaining an assistant/youth pastor, 
and, Lord-willing, breaking ground on a new building. This brings us 
to the special need detailed below...
Special Need - Asau Baptist Church, School, & Bible College
Last year, Asau Baptist Church members began giving toward a 
building to house a fellowship hall/school cafeteria, and classrooms 
for the Sunday school, Bible college, and Christian school ministries. It 
is our prayer to break ground and begin building in conjunction with 
the tenth anniversary of the church in February. The budget for the 
project is $97,000. Up to this point, the church has given just slightly 
more than $60,000, which represents remarkable sacrifices on the 
part of the church members. Emi and I would like to help them meet 
their entire goal, and we pray others will join us, too. We personally 
will be giving any Christmas offerings we receive this year toward the 
building. If any of our supporting churches or individuals are led of 
the Lord to help meet this need, please send checks with the words 
“building project” written on the memo line to...

Jim Civale #1325 | Baptist International Missions, Inc. (BIMI)
P.O. Box 9 | Harrison, TN 37341 

...or give online at http://www.bimi.org/giving/home.php
Thank you very much for your prayers for us and the people of the 
Samoan Islands.

Jim & Emi Civale

Email: civalejim@yahoo.com | Website: jimcivale.edifyhub.com
Phones: 011.685.772.6760 (Samoa), 684.252.0273 (American Samoa)


