
CAPITOL BAPTIST CHURCH  w  401 KESSELRING AVENUE  w  DOVER, DE 19904  w  CBCOFDOVER.COM  w  96.1 FM

This week, we are going to 
begin to look at another 
event in the life of Samson, 

Israel’s 12th judge.  This event 
involves a woman named Delilah 
and is recorded for us in verses 
4-24 of Judges 16.  In the midst 
of this story, we find what could 
arguably be one of the saddest 
verses in the Bible for the child 
of God.  We read at the end of 
verse 20, “And he wist not that the 
Lord was departed from him.”  
This verse depicts for us the state 
of a man chosen of God, who 
has just been “shelved” in the 
service of God.  Samson had lost 
his spiritual power; he had lost 
his effectiveness for God in this 
world.  In his present condition, 
God could not and would not use 
him.  
 I cannot think of a more 
tragic thing to happen to a child 
of God.  And it is tragic because 
the very reason that God saved 
us and left us here on this earth 
is to be used for His service 
and for His glory.  God did not 
leave us here for ourselves.  He 
did not leave us here to make a 
name for ourselves, or to achieve 
some worldly fame, fortune, or 
recognition.  The Bible makes it 
very clear why we are here.  We 
read in Revelation 4:11, “Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory and honour and power: for 
thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were 
created.” 1 Corinthians 6:19-
20 reads, “What? know ye not 
that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are 
not your own? For ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God 
in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God’s.”  
 So to be in a condition 

where God cannot and will 
not use us, ought to bring fear 
and shame to the depths of our 
souls.  The apostle Paul wrote 
about his fear of this condition 
in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, “Know 
ye not that they which run in a 
race run all, but one receiveth the 
prize? So run, that ye may obtain.  
And every man that striveth for 
the mastery is temperate in all 
things. Now they do it to obtain 
a corruptible crown; but we an 
incorruptible. I therefore so run, 
not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as 
one that beateth the air: But I keep 
under my body, and bring it into 
subjection: lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway.”  Paul 
did not want to be a “castaway” - 
set aside by God.  

 The message of this story 
is both a warning and a calling.   
It is a warning for us not to go 
down the path of Samson, and it 
is a calling for those who need to 
return from the path of Samson.  
What caused Samson’s downfall? 
I. The Confusion of Samson 

(vs. 4)
 Let’s not forget the reason 
that God raised up Samson.  In 
Judges 13:5, we read that Samson 
would “begin to deliver Israel out 
of the hand of the Philistines.”  
Now Samson may have begun to 
deliver Israel out of the hand of 
the Philistines, but Samson did 

not complete it.  And the reason 
that he did not complete it was 
because Samson was confused 
about something throughout 
his entire life.  Samson did not 
understand that the power of 
God and the blessings of God 
upon his life were entirely 
dependent upon his obedience to 
God.  Samson may have looked 
like a Nazarite (a consecrated 
man) on the outside, but Samson 
was not a Nazarite on the inside.  
Samson neglected his heart.  
 One of the phrases that Dr. 
Lee Roberson used to frequently 
say was, “Keep your heart right.” 
Certainly, a Christian that is 
consecrated will and ought to 
attend church, dress a certain 
way, not go to certain places, 
and have certain standards in 
his life.  But it is very possible 
to have all those outward things 
in place, but have a heart that is 
not right with God.  Listen to 
what the Lord Jesus Christ said 
about the Pharisees in Matthew 
23:25-26, “Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
make clean the outside of the cup 
and of the platter, but within they 
are full of extortion and excess.  
Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first 
that which is within the cup and 
platter, that the outside of them 
may be clean also.”  
 The Christian life is more 
than just a list of do’s and don’ts.  
Those do’s and don’ts must come 
out of a heart that is fully yielded 
to God.  That’s why we are told in 
Proverbs 4:23 to “Keep thy heart 
with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life.”  
 May God help us all to 
attend to our hearts, so that our 
obedience will be the product of 
a heart that is right with and fully 
yielded to God.

•	 Fri., November 10  
Veterans Day Observed - No School 

•	 Sat., November 11   
- Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 8:30 AM 
- Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting  
    at 10:30 AM 

•	 Mon., November 13  
Capitol Baptist School Fall  
Performance & PTF at 7:00 PM

•	 Sat., November 18  
Ladies’ Autumn Tea, 2:00-4:00 PM

•	 Sun., November 19  
Bus Ministry Sunday

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM

Weekly Events

Church Activities November 9, 2017

Capitol Baptist
CAPTIONS



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: land swap approval
•	Katrina Bish: grade 4 glioblastoma brain cancer, 

chemotherapy
•	Carter Family: bereavement - passing of Peg
•	Marissa Coppage: upcoming baby delivery
•	Beau Cordrey: broken leg; surgery recovery
•	Mrs. D’Archangelo: inoperable brain tumor, 

on hospice
•	Debbie Edwards: foot surgery recovery 
•	Jack Evans: cancer surgery recovery
•	Joyce Finney: declining health
•	Frances Godlove: surgery recovery
•	Elijah Gonzalez: tests & treatments for high 

bilirubin levels at A.I. duPont Hospital next week
•	Craig Gsell: kidney donor
•	Doris Hutchinson: in Silver Lake Center
•	Florianne Madlangbayan: recovery from 

wisdom teeth removal
•	Joe Orenshaw: recovery from auto accident - in 

Capitol Nursing Home, room 106A
•	Philip Schutz: recovery from surgery, swelling 

on the brain
•	Becky Stevens: upcoming baby delivery 
•	Pastor Rick Walter: unidentifiable aggressive 

cancer, on hospice
•	Edna Wheeler: back trouble
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Home Church Plant Update
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June/July 2017
 The last letter, we had requested prayer for our upcoming Father’s 
Day Barbeque.  We praise the Lord for a good attendance, and it was a great 
time of fellowship for our church family.  It was a blessing to see our church 
family get to know each other better and form and strengthen friendships.  
We ate lunch, had a men’s arm wrestling competition, and played some 
minute-to-win-it games.  We are excited to make it an annual tradition.
 At the end of June, we had our first summer revival.  We had Pastor 
Jeremy Vance, my pastor as a teenager, preach, and Ben & Melissa Jones 
did special music.  These two men greatly influenced me as a teenager, and 
it was special to have them be able to encourage and challenge our people.  
There was a great turnout for all the services, and the Lord worked in hearts.
 The last Sunday of July was another special day because we had a 
husband and wife follow the Lord in believer’s baptism and join the church.  
That same day, their daughter dedicated their granddaughter to the Lord.  It 
was an exciting day for their family and the church.

Some Other Praises
•	 We have been having good attendance and visitors to our monthly 

fellowships.
•	 We have started a food pantry and are looking forward to serving the 

community in this way.
•	 We have another baptism service planned for the last Sunday in August.  

Pray for Cel as she is growing in the Lord and is excited to take this step.
•	 We started a series on Wednesday nights called Real Christianity. We 

have seen our Wednesday attendance grow, and people are being helped.
Family Life

 The last update, we told you that I had quit my job and was praying 
for the Lord’s leading as to how I would provide for my family financially.  

This was one of the biggest steps of faith we as a family have ever taken, 
but I am glad to testify that where God leads He provides.  He met every 
need in between jobs and provided a job for me.  I have started working 
for a company called Service Today; they are a heating and air company, 
and I am working as an HR Consultant on team building and some other 
responsibilities.  Thank you so much for praying with us on this matter.
 In other family news, our two oldest are getting ready to start pre-k 
and 2nd grade at a local Christian school here in a few short weeks!  We are 
looking forward to fall.

Prayer Requests
Thank you for your continued support and prayers.  Here are some other 
specific things you can pray for:
•	 We have been borrowing a sound system from another church.  We 

have a grant for $8,000 to purchase a sound system, computer, and 
everything else we would need for sound and recording, but we have to 
have the money up front to purchase the equipment, then we would get 
reimbursed.  Please pray with us as we work through how to purchase 
this equipment.

•	 We are planning to have a Fall Ladies Paint Night, where one of our 
ladies who paints would lead the ladies through a step-by-step process 
and everyone goes home with a piece of art.  In the past, these have been 
well-attended, and we have some visitors come.  Pray this would be a 
time where we can share the gospel to ladies who would not normally 
attend church and be an encouragement to our ladies.

•	 As always, we are praying for visitors to come, souls to be saved, and our 
people to continue to grow and be conformed to Christ.

Church Address: 101 Marlboro Avenue, Suite 47 | Easton, MD 21601
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Evelyn Richards
Shut-In

Brookdale Dover Assisted Living
150 Saulsbury Road, Room 4

Dover, DE 19904
Please pray for Evelyn, one of our 

shut-ins, this week as she deals with her 
health struggles. Consider stopping by for a 
visit or sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  8 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  Praise the Lord for good follow-up 
  visits!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven


