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One of the most important 
things in any organization 
is leadership. Throughout 

the Word of God, God chooses 
to use human instrumentality 
as leaders. God chose Moses  to 
lead the children of Israel out of 
Egypt. God chose Joshua as Moses’ 
successor to lead Israel into the 
Promised Land. God chose David 
to be Israel’s king. Leadership is 
very important!  

Perhaps one of the greatest 
leaders in the Word of God is 
Nehemiah. After being stirred up 
by God, Nehemiah left Shushan, 
the palace in Persia, and journeyed 
to the city of Jerusalem to lead 
God’s people to rebuild the walls 
around the city. This task was 
accomplished in a mere 52 days, 
but Nehemiah’s leadership skills 
did not end there. We see more in 
our text. After the Jews completed 
the rebuilding of the walls 
surrounding Jerusalem and had a 
time of spiritual revival, Nehemiah 
left to go back to Persia. Upon his 
return, Nehemiah found God’s 
people in a spiritually deplorable 
state, and throughout this chapter, 
Nehemiah is going to do what every 
good leader does—he is going to 
deal with the problems. Let’s look 
at two things that we find in this 
chapter that made Nehemiah a 
good biblical leader. 
I. The Decisions Nehemiah 

Made (vs. 1-28) 
When Nehemiah returned to 

Jerusalem, he found four things in 
particular that the Jews were doing 
that were in direct violation of 
God’s Word.  

A. God’s people were not 
separating from the 
world. (vs. 1-5)

When Nehemiah returned to 
Jerusalem, he found that the Jews 

had allowed the Ammonites and 
the Moabites to dwell with them. 
Not only that, but Nehemiah also 
found out that Eliashib, the priest, 
had cleared out the chambers in the 
house of God, where they stored 
meat offerings, frankincense, 
vessels, etc., and made a dwelling 
place for Tobiah. Remember, 
Tobiah was the enemy of the Jews 
(2:10, 19; 4:3, 7). These actions 
were direct violations to God’s 
commands in Leviticus 21:14-15. 
Secondly:

B. The house of God was 
being forsaken.   
(vs. 10-12)

Also, the people had refused to 
give the Levites the portions that 
were appointed to them by God 
in His Word, forcing the Levites 

to flee to the field and forsake the 
house of God—again violating 
God’s Word. Thirdly:

C. God’s people were not 
observing the sabbath. 
(vs. 15-16)

The Old Testament set aside a 
day to worship the Lord. This was 
the sabbath day. There was to be 
no work, no buying, no selling, 
but instead a day of worship and 
of rest.  

Yet on the sabbath day, 
Nehemiah found the Jews treading 
their wine presses, bringing in 
sheaves, and loading up their mules 
with goods to sell. The men of Tyre 
were coming to Jerusalem and 
selling fish and goods, and God’s 
people were buying them. This was 
a direct violation of Exodus 31:12-
18. Fourthly:

D. God’s people were 
marrying the heathen. 
(vs. 23-24, 28)

God’s people were marrying 
Ashdodites, Ammonites, and 
Moabites. The children from these 
relationships had stopped speaking 
the language of the Jews and 
embraced their heathen religions. 
As a matter of fact, the high priest’s 
grandson was the son-in-law to 
Sanballat, another enemy of the 
Jews. This too violated the Word of 
God in Deuteronomy 7:2-3.  

Now, when Nehemiah saw all 
of these things going on, he did 
not merely acknowledge that they 
were happening; he did something 
about it. In verses 8-9, Nehemiah 
took all of Tobiah’s stuff and threw 
it out of the temple. In verses 12-
13, Nehemiah brought the tithe, 
new wine, and oil back into their 
storehouse. He also brought the 
Levites back to the temple. Then in 
verses 17-22, Nehemiah contended 
with the nobles that were selling 
on the sabbath. He caused the 
gates of the city to be closed on 
the sabbath. He confronted the 
merchants to leave from around 
the wall on the sabbath. In verses 
25 and 28, Nehemiah contended 
with those that married heathen 
wives and confronted them. In 
verse 28, he even chased away 
Eliashib’s grandson. My point 
is this: Nehemiah was a biblical 
leader because the decisions he 
made were based on the Word of 
God.  

While all leaders are decision 
makers, a biblical leader is 
someone who makes his decisions, 
not based on what is popular, or 
what is politically correct, or what 
is the easiest, or what causes the 
least conflict, but based on the 
Word of God. May we all strive to 
be biblical leaders!
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•	 Missions Conference - 

October 14-18   
Conference Speaker: Dr. John O’Malley
Visiting Missionaries:
Jeremy & Tonya Kenney - Ghana
Joshua & Katie Pate - Ivory Coast
Adam & Rebekah Shedal - Hamburg, PA

•	 Mommies & Ministry 
Meeting - Fri., November 6 
7:00 PM at the Moores’ home

•	 Men’s Prayer Breakfast - 
Sat., November 14   
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall

*All events will follow 
appropriate COVID-19 guidelines.

Current Reopening Phase: Two 
Sundays

Sunday School at 9:45 AM
Morning Service at 11:00 AM

Evening Service at 6:00 PM

   Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

  Saturdays
Tract Distribution at 10:00 AM

In Phase 2, since we can be at 60% 
capacity, everyone is welcome to attend!

For a list of Sunday school classes 
planned for this time, please check the 
website or stop by the Welcome Center.

*Face coverings are now required for 
kindergarten age and up, and social 

distancing guidelines are still in effect. 
For more details on current restrictions, 

please visit our website.

Weekly Events

Church Activities October 16, 2020

CAPTIONSCapitol Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church: needs a  

permanent building solution
•	Future Church Plant
•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA: 

Ryan Combs voted in as pastor
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: wisdom moving 

forward 
•	Upcoming Election
•	Judy Bungori: health; recovering at home
•	Eugene Church: liver surgery recovery
•	Ken Donaghue: thyroid cancer
•	Carol Hassler: declining health
•	Nancy Hoffstein: health
•	Ronnie Jester: kidney issues
•	Jason & Cherith Ottosen: urgent need in 

Papua New Guinea
•	Madeline Rebert: medical test results
•	Jared & Hannah Rieff: Omaha trip
•	Rivera & Vanderpool Families: serious 

tornado damage
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Jeanne Asa
Shut-In

1167 McKee Road, Apt. 143
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Jeanne, one of our 
shut-ins, this week. Consider sending 

her a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  Praise the Lord for 
  returning visitors!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
DANIEL & AMY ANDERSON - ASCUTNEY, VERMONT

September 2020
Dear Pastors and Praying Friends,
It is hard to believe that summer is almost over and we are almost 
three quarters of the way through the year 2020. This has certainly 
been an unusual and challenging year for all of us, but we thank God 
for His grace and mercy and for the opportunity that we have to 
continue to serve Him.
On Sunday, August 2nd, we were able to carefully observe the Lord’s 
Table. What a blessing it was to take time to remember what Christ 
did for us on the old rugged cross. We are thankful that we are still 
able to gather together in the house of the Lord on Sundays and 
Wednesdays.
This month, we had the opportunity to do several follow-up visits with 
people we met on soul-winning in the past and also with previous 
church visitors. It was a blessing to have a great conversation with a 
man named Steve that I met almost two years ago out soul-winning. 
He said that he may come to church. Please pray that he will come. 
I was also able to visit with Jonathan, who visited our church but is 
now working on Sundays. He is hoping to get his schedule changed 
so that he can come to church again.
On Sunday, August 16th, the Lord blessed us with great services. 
We had a good service in the morning, and then in the evening, we 
had a good group for the evening service. In fact, one family was in 
the service who had not been in church since March! It was a great 

blessing and encouragement to see them.
We are praying specifically for God to do something great in this 
area. Please pray with us about what God will do. I will provide 
additional details in the next prayer letter as God gives guidance and 
direction in this.
We are excited about two special events coming up. We are praying 
that God will do a great work through both of these upcoming 
events as we begin the fall season. 1) Please pray as we are preparing 
to do a special First Responders Appreciation Day on September 
13th. 2) We are planning on our annual fall missions conference the 
last Sunday through Wednesday in September, Lord willing. Please 
pray that people in our church will see the need to give specifically 
through faith promise to the work of missions - for church planting 
and also for global outreach.
We have a few important prayer requests: 1) Please pray for God to use 
us to reach more people with the gospel, including some who recently 
visited our church. 2) Please pray for those who have come to Christ 
for salvation to grow in the Lord. 3) Please pray for wisdom as we 
handle different circumstances that come up during this coronavirus 
situation. 4) Finally, please pray for God to continue to revive us 
again. Thank you so much for your prayers and encouragement!

In Christ,
The Andersons in Vermont and Beyond

Email: pastor@obbcvt.org


