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There is only one thing that 
the Lord desires out of 
every one of His children, 

and that “thing” is not a place of 
ministry or being busy about the 
work of God. It is living a life of 
obedience to Him—and in order 
to obey God, we must obey God’s 
Word! Obedience in the life of a 
believer is the “open secret” for 
the God-blessed life, and every 
Christian can be an obedient 
Christian. The Christian life is 
not just about finding something 
to do, but doing what God wants 
you to do.

In our text this week, Peter 
and the apostles were again 
brought before the Sanhedrin 
for sharing their faith, and when 
they were confronted about this, 
they respond by saying to them 
in verse 29, “We ought to obey 
God rather than men.” What an 
amazing statement! These men 
got to the place in their Christian 
life where their authority was no 
longer the opinions of men, what 
the “status quo” Christian was 
doing, the political correctness 
of the day, or even the law of 
the land. They came to the place 
where their authority was the 
Word of God! It did not matter 
to them what anyone else was 
doing or saying to them. Their 
desire was to be God-pleasers 
and not men-pleasers. Imagine 
what could be done with a church 
filled with Christians like this!  

This week, we will begin to 
look at this church as they faced 
this second persecution.  
I. The Progress of the Church 

(vs. 14)
We read in verse 14, “And 

believers were the more added to 
the Lord, multitudes both of men 
and women.”  

There is no doubt that 
the church at Jerusalem was 
experiencing exponential 
growth. On the day of Pentecost, 
there were 3,000 souls saved, 
baptized, and added to the 
church. After the healing of the 
lame man in Acts 3, and Peter 
preaching his second sermon, 
5,000 men were saved. By the 
time we get to Acts 5, the Holy 
Spirit stops giving us numbers 
and simply says that “multitudes” 
were added to the Lord. 
Instead of addition, we read of 
multiplication! But remember 
that part of this growth was the 
result of the Divine discipline 
that came upon Ananias and 
Sapphira. If this couple would 
have been allowed to remain, 
then multitudes never would 
have been added!  

I once heard the story of 
a pastor who was talking to 
another pastor and said to him, 
“We have had a great blessing in 
our church!” The other said, “Oh! 
How many members have you 
added?” He responded, “None 
… we’ve lost two.” Sometimes, 
subtraction is strength, because a 
pure church is a powerful church!  

In 1 Corinthians 5, there 
is a story about a member at 
the church at Corinth that 
was engaging in open sin. He 
was committing fornication 
with his stepmother, and the 
church members at Corinth 
were “puffed up” about it and 
“not rather mourned.” In other 

words, the sin in the church was 
not addressed—and the apostle 
Paul tells them in I Corinthians 
5:4-7, “In the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered 
together, and my spirit, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
To deliver such an one unto Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, 
that the spirit may be saved in 
the day of the Lord Jesus. Your 
glorying is not good. Know ye not 
that a little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump? Purge out therefore 
the old leaven, that ye may be a 
new lump …” He told the church 
to remove this unrepentant 
man from the fellowship of the 
church. Sometimes, subtraction 
is necessary and healthy.  

It is never safe to judge 
the success of a church by the 
length of it membership roll or 
the size of its Sunday morning 
crowd. So many churches have 
fallen into this trap. There are 
many churches that would be 
completely satisfied if their 
members simply showed up to a 
service once in a while and threw 
a few dollars in the offering 
plate. It doesn’t concern them 
that their members are living 
like the world, dressing like the 
world, and acting like the world. 
This kind of church will never 
accomplish what they could for 
God.  

We should desire to have 
church members that want to live 
for God, do something for God, 
and attempt great things for God! 
A church should never lower her 
standards or widen her doors 
so that they can say they have a 
certain number of members. The 
prosperous church is a church 
in which her members have the 
Word of God as their standard 
for their daily living.

Acts  5 :12-29  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Baptist History Sunday - 

Sun., October 24
Evangelist Ted Alexander will be 
preaching for this special Sunday! 
Adult and teen Sunday school classes 
will be combined in the Auditorium.

•	 Missions  Conference - 
Wed.-Sun., October 27-31
Conference Speaker: 
 › Dr. John O’Malley  
(WWNTBM President) 

Visiting Missionaries: 
 › Matt & Colleen Dundon to the 
Deaf in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

 › Fred & Roma Rojas to the U.S. 
Military Worldwide, starting in  
Okinawa, Japan

Basic Conference Schedule:  
 › Wed.-Fri.—Services at 7:00 PM
 › Thu.-Fri.—Chapel at 12:30 PM
 › Sat.—International Missions  
Banquet at 5:30 PM—Sign up to 
bring a dish!

 › Sun.—Regular Service Schedule 
(Adult and teen SS combined)

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

Saturdays
Soul-Winning & Visitation at 10:00 AM

Since private businesses do not have 
to require face masks at this time, 
Capitol Baptist Church is leaving 
this choice up to the individual.
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church: permanent 

building solution
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: permit approval
•	Cindy Ansalvish: hospitalized with Covid and 

pneumonia
•	Jessica Baranowski: infection, unstable on 

her feet
•	Al Brough: in Christiana Hospital; infection/ 

surgery recovery
•	Larry Burris: liver cancer
•	Joey Coppage: shoulder pain; upcoming surgery 

on November 16
•	Wesley Drew: healing from hip fracture & head 

injury from a fall
•	Nancy Hoffstein: in KGH with unstable 

heart rate and pneumonia
•	Debbie Moore: eye surgery on October 21
•	Ottosen Family: recovery from Covid in  

Papua New Guinea
•	Ayla Rain: mouth cancer surgery recovery; salvation
•	Esther Rivas: continued recovery & rehab from 

heart transplant
•	Jimmy Snyder: home on medication for  

pulmonary embolism
•	Nancy Stevens: heart health
•	Edna Wheeler: adjustment—moved to  

Brookdale Dover Assisted Living; currently in KGH
•	Teresa Zimmerman: cancer; full shrinkage of 

mass; wisdom & salvation for Dr. Podczaski
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Edna Wheeler
Health & Adjustment

c/o Bonnie Knisley
227 Sunny Meadow Drive

Magnolia, DE 19962
Please pray for Edna this week, as she has 

moved to Brookdale Dover Assisted Living, 
but is currently in KGH for testing. Consider 

sending her a note of encouragement!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  3 salvations

Church Services
  4 visitors

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
SAMUEL & JUSTINE KNICKERBOCKER - WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

January-March 2021 (Excerpts)

Salvation - One Sunday morning as I pulled into the church parking 
lot, I saw a man sitting in his truck. Joe was a first-time visitor invited by 
a friend who had previously attended the church. He came for Sunday 
school and stayed for the Sunday morning meeting. As I opened the door 
for him to walk into the auditorium, he asked me a startling question, “I’m 
Catholic,” he began, “Is it okay if I come?” To which I replied, “Everyone 
is welcome!” I could tell he was listening intently during the Sunday 
school lesson and the morning sermon from Acts 5. After the meeting, 
he told me that the sermon really touched his heart. He quickly followed 
and said, “I’ll come back if you’ll have me.” I told Joe that he would always 
be welcomed. He started faithfully coming on Wednesdays and Sundays. 
On a Saturday morning, I went to visit Joe at his house. The conversation 
started in a friendly manner as he expressed his gratefulness for the 
messages. He then asked me an interesting question. He said, “What do 
you think about saints?” This was a perfect opportunity to share with 
Joe the glorious gospel of Christ, showing him that Christians are called 
saints. It was evident that the Lord had been working in his life. As I 
finished, I encouraged Joe to place his faith in the finished work of Christ. 
Joe was very receptive and had many other questions about the Bible 
and the teachings of the Roman Catholic church, which he had been 
attending his entire life. The next day, after the Sunday morning meeting, 
Joe repented of his sinfulness and trusted Christ as his Saviour! We rejoice 
in his salvation! He is faithfully attending church and currently going 
through discipleship every Wednesday before the evening meeting. He 
has expressed a desire to be baptized. Please continue to pray for Joe’s 
spiritual growth and his upcoming baptism.

Baptisms - On Sunday, March 28th, we had two young men follow the 
Lord in believer’s baptism. It was a joy to see a number of first-time 
visitors come for the baptisms. Many of those visitors were able to hear a 
clear presentation of the gospel during the message. We have a number of 
other believers that we are currently dealing with about baptism.
Bible Institute Training - Early on in the start of the church plant, 
I started praying for the Lord to call young men into the ministry out 
of First State Baptist Church. It is a joy to report that two men have 
expressed a desire to serve the Lord in full-time ministry. John and Mark 
are currently receiving training from the Bible institute organized by our 
sending church in Dover, Delaware. They started taking classes in January 
of 2021. I also have the privilege to teach in the Bible institute along with 
other pastors. These two men are faithful to church, institute classes, and 
going out with me weekly for soul-winning. Please pray for them; the 
devil is certainly not happy when men surrender to do the Lord’s work.
Attendance for the First Quarter - We have seen good attendance into 
this new year. This has been an encouragement to us, especially after all 
the turmoil from last year. Our change in location and the government 
regulations certainly made things very complicated for us. Sunday school 
has been averaging 35. Sunday mornings have been averaging 43, with a 
high day of 57. Sunday evenings have been averaging 33, with a high of 43. 
Wednesday evenings have been 26, with a high day of 38. After everything 
that happened last year, it is a joy to see God’s people remaining faithful. 
This year, we have seen over 30 first-time visitors attend our services.

Email: pastor@firststatebaptist.com


