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We read in Judges 16:1-3, 
“Then went Samson to 

Gaza, and saw there an harlot, 
and went in unto her.  And it was 
told the Gazites, saying, Samson is 
come hither.  And they compassed 
him in, and laid wait for him all 
night in the gate of the city, and 
were quiet all the night, saying, In 
the morning, when it is day, we 
shall kill him.  And Samson lay till 
midnight, and arose at midnight, 
and took the doors of the gate of 
the city, and the two posts, and 
went away with them, bar and all, 
and put them upon his shoulders, 
and carried them up to the top of 
an hill that is before Hebron.” 
 When we last saw 
Samson, he was in a place that 
he called Enhakkore (15:19), 
which means “the spring of Him 
that calls.”  It was a place of peace 
and refreshment, a place of God’s 
power and God’s blessings.  And 
Samson got there because he 
came to the end of himself.  God 
broke his stubborn self-will.  So 
when chapter 15 ends, Samson 
is, in a sense, on a “spiritual 
high.”  He was in the place of 
God’s blessing.  But in chapter 
16, things are about to change, 
and by the end of verse three of 
chapter 16, Samson finds himself 
in a different place.  Now he is on 
“the top of an hill that is before 
Hebron.”  
 Hebron is a town that is 
located on a high mountain in 
Judah.  It sits 2,800 feet above 
the Mediterranean Sea.  It is 
that same mountain that Caleb 
claimed in the days of Joshua 
for his inheritance.  The name 
Hebron means “communion”  
and speaks of communion with 
God.  So Hebron, in many ways, 
could represent the victorious 
Christian life.  But if we read 

verse three closely, we find that 
Samson is not in Hebron.  He is 
on a hill before Hebron.  In other 
words, he is not on top of that 
mountain, but on a hill staring at 
that mountain.  The title that I’ve 
given to this message is So Close 
to Hebron.  
 Many Christians live 
their lives the same way as 
Samson—close to Hebron, 
looking at Hebron, but not in 
Hebron.  In this passage, Samson 
left the place of God’s blessings 
and settled for a place that fell 
short of where he could have and 
should have been.  

I. Samson’s Departure (vs. 1a) 
 In the previous chapter, 
Samson had just been used of 
God to slay 1,000 Philistines, 
Israel’s enemies, and was in a 
wonderful place spiritually.  Now 
we read that Samson chose to go 
to Gaza.  Gaza  was a desert.  It 
was a stronghold of the enemy.  
So Samson left the spring to go 
to a desert.  Notice that God did 
not call Samson to go to Gaza like 
He did Philip in Acts 8.  Samson 
chose to depart from Enhakkore 
and go to Gaza.  
 Why would anybody 
choose to leave a spring and go 
to a desert?  Why would a child 
of God choose to leave God’s 
blessings and security to go and 
dwell amongst the enemy?  
 It is a wonderful thing to 
be saved, to know that your sins 
are forgiven and that you have a 

home in Heaven because of the 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ on 
the cross of Calvary!  But Christ’s 
work on Calvary does more than 
just give us a “fire insurance 
policy.”  God desires for us to 
live an abundant Christian 
life.  We read in Ephesians 1:3, 
“Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ.”  If we would just realize 
all that God has for us in Jesus 
Christ, we would experience 
the blessed life, the joy that is 
unspeakable, the peace that 
passes all understanding, and the 
love that passes knowledge.  We 
are promised so many spiritual 
riches, but most of the time we 
live as spiritual paupers.  Why 
would any children of God 
forfeit these blessings?  Perhaps 
it is because the devil and the 
world have convinced us that 
they have something better to 
offer.  Isn’t that what happened in 
the Garden of Eden?  Didn’t the 
devil convince Eve that he had 
something better to offer?  Satan’s 
biggest lie is about himself—that 
he can help you.  
 Most women in America 
were content with being wives 
and mothers until Hollywood, 
soap operas, and the radical 
feminist movement.  Many men 
will leave Enhakkore and go to 
Gaza in their marriages.  The 
devil convinces them that the 
girl that they are talking to on 
the internet, or seeing on the 
computer, or working next to 
every day, or living next door to, 
will bring more joy than their 
wives.  They won’t!  That’s the lie 
of the devil!  We must all beware 
of the lie of the devil!  Gaza never 
delivers what it claims to offer!

•	 Sat., October 14  
Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 8:30 AM

•	 Sat., October 21  
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting at 
10:00 AM 

•	 Wed.-Sun., October 25-29 
Missions Conference    
Conference Speaker: John O’Malley 
(General Director of World Wide 
New Testament Baptist Missions) 
Visiting Missionaries: McKinney 
Family to Bolivia, Rose Family to 
Kenya, Jim Civale to the Samoan 
Islands, Seth Acree to Ghana, and 
Mathew Henry to India

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Children’s Service  7:00 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: land swap approval
•	Charles Bell: knee replacement surgery recovery
•	Katrina Bish: grade 4 glioblastoma brain cancer, 

chemotherapy, wisdom in search for treatment options
•	Beau Cordrey: broken leg; surgery recovery
•	Mrs. D’Archangelo: inoperable brain tumor, 

on hospice
•	Jack Evans: cancer surgery recovery
•	Joyce Finney: declining health
•	Finney Family: bereavement - passing of Brent
•	Frances Godlove: surgery on October 30
•	Tara Gonzalez: recovery from baby delivery
•	Craig Gsell: new kidney donor, wisdom
•	Felicia Holst: recovery from baby delivery 
•	LeDuc Family: bereavement - passing of Don 
•	Bill Meluney: recovery from major heart attack
•	Joe Orenshaw: recovery from auto accident - in 

Capitol Nursing Home, room 106A
•	Jason Ottosen & Girls: viral infections 
•	Heather Reece: knee replacement surgery  

recovery
•	Eric Robutka: knee recovery from auto accident
•	Nancy Stevens: foot surgery recovery
•	Jack Walton: recovery from shoulder injury
•	Wilkerson Family: recovery from house fire
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From the Mission Field

Joyce Finney
Dementia

270 Rustic Lane
Dover, DE 19901

Please pray for Joyce, one of our shut-ins, 
this week as her health is declining. Also 

pray for the Finney family in the passing of 
Brent. Consider stopping by for a visit or 

sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  6 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  4 salvations

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

Due to the sensitivity of their field of service, 
this week’s missionary highlight will not be posted online. 

Please pray this week for all of the missionaries 
who are serving the Lord in dangerous areas.


