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In Nehemiah 12:43, we read 
“… for God had made them 
rejoice with great joy:” Joy is 

something that God desires all 
of His children to have. The Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself said in John 
15:11, “These things have I spoken 
unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full.” Then in 1 John 1:4 
we read, “And these things write 
we unto you, that your joy may be 
full.” Many people often confuse 
happiness and joy. Someone 
once said that while happiness is 
based solely on what happens in 
our life (the events), joy is rooted 
in our faith in God. It is an inward 
peace, joy, and contentment 
despite our circumstances, 
knowing that God is in control. 
A child of God must never seek 
joy, because joy is a by-product 
that God produces when our 
hearts and lives are in agreement 
with God and His Word.  

In our text, we see several 
things that must be in place in 
order for us to experience joy.  

We first saw that joy occurs:   
I. When God’s Purpose 

Becomes Our Purpose   
(vs. 1-26)
We secondly saw that joy 

occurs:  
II. When God’s Place Becomes 

Our Place (vs. 27-42) 
This week, we will see that 

joy occurs:
III. When God’s People Obey 

God’s Principles (vs. 43-47)
After the people were 

assigned to their places, notice 
what happened. We read in verse 
43 that they began to offer “great 
sacrifices.” In other words, they 
offered lots of them! Then in 
verse 44, we read that the people 

were appointed to watch over the 
treasures, take up the offerings, 
and gather in the portions for 
the priests and the Levites. They 
gave, and they were happy about 
it! Then in verse 45, we read that 
the singers and porters “kept the 
ward of their God, and the ward 
of the purification.” Then in verses 
46-47 we read, “For in the days 
of David and Asaph of old there 
were chief of the singers, and songs 
of praise and thanksgiving unto 
God. And all Israel in the days 
of Zerubbabel, and in the days of 
Nehemiah, gave the portions of the 
singers and the porters, every day 
his portion: and they sanctified 
holy things unto the Levites; and 
the Levites sanctified them unto 
the children of Aaron.” Why 
did they do all of these things? 

Simple answer—because God 
commanded them to! Notice in 
verse 45 we read, “… according to 
the commandment of David, and 
of Solomon his son.” When God’s 
people willingly obeyed God’s 
principles, God made them 
rejoice with great joy!  

The Bible is quite clear that 
we are not saved by obedience. 
No one gets to Heaven by the 
way they live. Ephesians 2:8-9 is 
clear, “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.” While the Bible is clear 
that we are not saved by works, 
it is also clear that we are saved 
to work! Ephesians 2:10 reads, 
“For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in 
them.” Again in Titus 2:14, the 
Bible says, “Who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.” So often, 
however, when you speak about 
being obedient to God in things 
like being faithful to church, 
witnessing, and giving, or you 
speak about biblical standards 
of Christian living like dressing 
like a Christian, speaking like 
a Christian, listening only to 
Christ-honoring music, or 
staying away from worldly 
places, people have the idea that 
you are asking them to do things 
that will remove all joy from the 
Christian life. If that is the idea 
that you have about obeying 
God’s Word, then you’ve got it 
all wrong! The exact opposite 
is true! There is joy in heartfelt 
obedience! Holding back on 
God, not giving your all, not fully 
submitting, or merely obeying 
mechanically will bring nothing 
but misery for you and everyone 
around you.  

One of the most unappealing 
sights on the face of God’s earth 
is someone who claims to be a 
child of God, redeemed and in 
His family, forgiven forever, that 
doesn’t enjoy living the Christian 
life. How sad that is! No wonder 
many lost people have no desire 
to become Christians, when they 
see so many of God’s children 
miserable, complaining, and 
despising the Christian life. What 
a horrible testimony. Christ said 
in Matthew 5:16, “Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.”
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•	 Mommies & Ministry 

Meeting - Fri., October 2 
7:00 PM at the Moores’ home   
(for mothers with young children; 
childcare not provided)

•	 Men’s Prayer Breakfast - 
Sat., October 10   
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Missions Conference - 
October 14-18   
Conference Speaker: Dr. John O’Malley
Visiting Missionaries:
Jeremy & Tonya Kenney - Ghana
Joshua & Katie Pate - Ivory Coast
Adam & Rebekah Shedal - Hamburg, PA

*All events will follow 
appropriate COVID-19 guidelines.

Current Reopening Phase: Two 
Sundays

Sunday School at 9:45 AM
Morning Service at 11:00 AM

Evening Service at 6:00 PM

   Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

  Saturdays
Tract Distribution at 10:00 AM

In Phase 2, since we can be at 60% 
capacity, everyone is welcome to attend!

For a list of Sunday school classes 
planned for this time, please check the 
website or stop by the Welcome Center.

*Face coverings are now required for 
kindergarten age and up, and social 

distancing guidelines are still in effect. 
For more details on current restrictions, 

please visit our website.

Weekly Events

Church Activities October 1, 2020

CAPTIONSCapitol Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church: needs a  

permanent building solution
•	Future Church Plant
•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA: 

Ryan Combs candidating for pastor
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: wisdom moving 

forward 
•	Upcoming Election
•	Judy Bungori: health; recovering at home
•	Carrow Family: bereavement - passing of Larry 

Engle (Kim’s dad)
•	Eugene Church: liver surgery recovery (home)
•	Carol Hassler: declining health
•	Nancy Hoffstein: trouble breathing; went to 

Kent General Hopsital
•	Jason & Cherith Ottosen: urgent need
•	Madeline Rebert: health test results; home 

from hospital on oxygen
•	Rivera & Vanderpool Families: serious 

tornado damage
•	Margaret Williamson: hospitalized with 

diabetes complications
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Walter Peretiatko
Shut-In

17257 Ash Court
Lewes, DE 19958

Please pray for Walter, one of our 
shut-ins, this week. Consider sending 

him a note of encouragement!

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Church Services
  Praise the Lord for recent 
  returning visitors!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
OUR MISSIONARIES IN INDIA

Due to increasing security concerns for our missionaries in India,
this week’s missionary highlight will not be posted online. 

Please pray this week for all of the missionaries 
who are serving the Lord in southeast Asia.


