Capitol Baptist
CAPTIONS

Church Activities
• Tue., January 15		
Capitol Baptist Bible Institute
Spring Semester Begins
• Fri., January 18			
CBS Winter Performance & PTF
(12:30 PM)
• Sat., January 19		
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting
(10:00 AM)
• Fri.-Sat., January 25-26		
Men’s Meeting (for ages 13 and up)
Guest Speaker: Mike Edwards
• Sun., January 27		
Guest Speaker: Mike Edwards

Weekly Events

Sunday
Early Service			
Sunday School		
Morning Service
Choir Practice
Missionary Prayer Time
Evening Service		

8:30 AM
9:45 AM
11:00 AM
4:30 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM

Tuesday
Ladies’ Ministry		

6:30 PM

Wednesday
Teen Meeting		
Bible Study & Prayer		

6:15 PM
7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
Wednesday			
3:30 PM
Saturday		
10:00 AM

January 4, 2019
Decisions, Decisions! - Part 4
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ne of the most extraordinary
women in the Bible is
Ruth. Ruth’s life is a wonderful
testimony
of
faithfulness,
fortitude, and finishing well. One
Bible commentator writes, “Ruth,
the central figure in the book of
Ruth, is one of the most loveable
women in the Bible. Modest, meek,
courteous, loyal, responsible,
gentle yet decisive, Ruth always
seems to do the right things at the
right time.” But Ruth’s life did not
turn out this way by chance. Her
life turned out this way because
of the choices that she had made
along the way.
When God created man, he
gave us a free will, and with that
free will, we must choose to either
follow the Lord and His ways or
follow our own path. Throughout
the Word of God, we are
promised blessings for following
God’s ways. For example, we read
in Deuteronomy 30:19, “I call
heaven and earth to record this day
against you, that I have set before
you life and death, blessing and
cursing: therefore choose life, that
both thou and thy seed may live:”
Then in Deuteronomy 11:26-27,
“Behold, I set before you this day a
blessing and a curse; A blessing, if
ye obey the commandments of the
Lord your God, which I command
you this day: And a curse, if ye will
not obey the commandments of
the Lord your God, but turn aside
out of the way which I command
you this day, to go after other gods,
which ye have not known.” The
real question for every believer is,
Who will we choose to follow?
As we have been considering
the subject Decisions, Decisions!,
we have thus far looked at:
I. The Significance of Each
Decision

II. The Seriousness of Each
Decision
This week, we will conclude
with:
III. The Source of Each Decision
Every decision has a source
from which it came, and there are
several dangerous sources that
people often use that influence
their decisions. One source could
be:
A. Our Circumstances
Ruth did not allow her
circumstances to dictate her
decisions. It would have been
much easier for her to stay in
Moab. This was the place where
she grew up and the place with
which she was familiar. Humanly
speaking, she would have been
much more comfortable there.

Many people use their
circumstances to justify their
decision making. This is called
pragmatism. Pragmatism, as
described by Charles Sanders
Peirce, says to “consider the
practical effects of the objects
of your conception.” In other
words, pragmatists use the
philosophy of, if it works, do it.
When a pragmatic pastor wants
to increase church attendance,
he thinks, Whatever works, I
will do. He will then resort to
doing things in order to “attract a
crowd.” The danger is that he will
often disregard biblical principles

in order to achieve his goal.
When a Christian faces
something that causes discomfort
in his life, if he is pragmatic, he
will do whatever is necessary
to remove the discomfort. His
goal is not obedience to God,
but to change his uncomfortable
circumstances. We must never
make decisions based on our
comfort.
B. Our Friends or Relatives
Naomi wanted Ruth to turn
back. If she had based her decision
on the influence or opinions of
others, she never would have
gone to Bethlehem-Judah.
Sometimes our friends and
relatives are the source of our
decisions. While it is a wise thing
to listen to the godly counsel of
Christians friends or relatives,
they must not be the ultimate
source of our decision making.
C. Our Emotions
Ruth could have made an
emotional choice when it came
to marriage. I am sure that there
were some young men in Moab
that took an interest in this young
lady of character. But Ruth chose
not to follow her emotions.
D. The Word of God
The ultimate source for all
of our decision making must be
the Word of God. We read in 2
Timothy 3:16-17, “All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of
God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.”
God will never lead us wrong.
His way is always the best way.
And if we base all of our decisions
first and foremost on the Word of
God, we will never go wrong!
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Easton Baptist Church
First State Baptist Church
Future Church Plant
Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer,
lot line adjustment plans submitted to the city
HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$6,493;
phase 3 goal–$16,000
Faith Brough: total knee replacement surgery
on February 25
Paisley Combs: continued improvement; swelling
around shunt to go down
Scot & Katie Daku: upcoming 2019 furlough;
$3,500 for a van
Jim Dunn: health
Jack Evans: hip replacement on January 14
David Frye: health; in Dover Place, room 18;
recovery from a fall
Elijah Gonzalez: health, continued improvement
Kenneth Hall: health & spiritual needs
Dave Hugg: recovery from triple bypass surgery
Pastor Ken Johnson: health; in hospital for
tests
Meluney Family: bereavement - passing of Lib
Jorge Mukoyama: surgery recovery & salvation
Nereida Rodriguez: continued recovery &
rehab; back in the hospital with an infection
Nancy Stevens: recovery from broken wrist
Joanne Thompson: heart valve problems
Jackie Torrez: health concerns
Wagar Family: immigration paperwork error

“S

on”-shine

Corner

Pat Meluney
Bereavement - Passing of Mother
46 Dalwin Drive
Dover, DE 19901

Please pray for Pat this week in the loss of
her mother, Lib. Consider stopping by for a
visit or sending a note of encouragement!

Harvest
from
Heaven
Church Services
5 visitors
Soul-Winning/Discipleship

2 salvations

Listen Live to 96.1 FM | Visit CbcofDover.com

From the Mission Field
YURA & WENDY POPCHENKO - UKRAINE

December 2018 Prayer Letter The second evangelistic concert was impromptu and took place at a country
public school where a church member’s mother works. The morning we
Dear Prayer Partners,
were supposed to sing at the first school, she approached the principal of her
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Popchenko family! As school suggesting that we come and sing at their school too, and he readily
we finish one year and begin the next, we pause to once again count our agreed. We have never had such a receptive audience! The school had no
blessings and thank the Lord for how He has provided for us through the assembly hall, so the students and teachers flocked to the foyer and stood for
year. We would like to thank each of you for your part in the support of half an hour listening to us sing and play. One teacher enthusiastically sang
this ministry. Thank you for your Christmas greetings and love gifts. Our along with us on many of the carols. In the end, the principal gave a short
prayer to God is that He would bless you for your sacrifice and that we speech thanking us from the bottom of his heart and wishing God’s grace to
would all rejoice together this year in the publication of the Ukrainian New rest upon all of us. In this school too, Christian calendars and invitations to
Testament!
our church were passed out to the students and teachers. After the meeting,
This past month, I was able to present my work at a small church in the city the principal told me that he would like to discuss other opportunities for us
of Kherson! I was invited by the assistant pastor who is one of the readers of to minister in his school. I have never seen a principal so open to the faith!
our New Testament and is a participant of our discussion group. On Friday, Praises and prayer requests:
I preached at their midweek prayer meeting. On Saturday, I presented our 1. Praise the Lord for the Christmas evangelism at two public schools. Pray
translation and a defense of literal Bible translations vs. dynamic equivalence
for the salvation of all who heard the gospel.
translations. Folks in Kherson were glad to hear all the information and 2. Pray for our work on the final draft of the New Testament.
have promised to pray for our work.
3. Pray for someone to handle the printing and distribution of the NT.
This Christmas season, the Lord opened to us unique opportunities for 4. Pray for Yura’s left eye problem, Yurko’s continuing allergy treatments,
evangelism. The day after Christmas, we had two evangelistic meetings
and Sashko’s upcoming tonsillectomy.
which I was privileged to lead. They were conducted in the form of Christmas 5. Pray for us to be able to buy a new minivan and sell our old one.
concerts with the participation of our church’s ensemble and children’s choir.
Sincerely Yours in Christ Jesus,
The first evangelistic concert took place at a public school where children of
Yura,
Wendy,
Sashko,
Yurko,
Andriy,
and Matviy Popchenko
two of our church families attend. The children sang Christmas carols with
me making comments in between numbers. Those comments explained the
reasons for Christ’s coming into the world and the basics of the gospel. In Address: Patona 78, Mala Oleksandrivka | Boryspil Region, Kyiv Oblast |
the end, Christian calendars and invitations to our church were passed out 08320 | Ukraine | Email: bible4ukraine@gmail.com
to the students and teachers.
Website: bibleua.com | Skype: yurapopchenko

