Capitol Baptist
CAPTIONS

Church Activities
• Fri., February 8		
Family & Friends Banquet - 6:00 PM
for ages 18 and up, $15 per ticket
Guest Speaker: Pastor Jamey Grooms

January 31, 2019
To Set Forward the Work - Part 1

E z ra 2 : 1 - 2 ; 6 4 - 7 0 ; 3 : 1 - 1 3 | Pa st or T. H . Mo o re

W

hen we read the book of
Ezra, we are reading a book
about the return of God’s people,
• Sun., February 10		
the Jews, to the Promised Land.
Missionary Matt Northcutt
More than merely a return to the
land, it was also a return to God.
presenting his new ministry to
For 70 years, the Jewish people
Newfoundland (6:00 PM service)
were captive to the Babylonian
Empire. This captivity was
• Sat., February 16		
ordained of God as a result of
their disobedience to God and
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting
His Word. The prophet Jeremiah
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall
was one of the last voices to Judah
to warn them of this impending
• Mon., February 18		
judgment (Jeremiah 25:3-12).
Presidents’ Day				 When they did not heed the
warnings given to them, God’s
No School, Ministry Offices Closed
chastening hand fell upon them.
After the 70-year captivity was
accomplished, it was time for
God to bring His people back
into the land. God brought
them back into the land in three
distinct stages. The book of Ezra
records the first two stages of
their return. Chapters 1-6 record
the first stage, which occurred in
Sunday
536 BC. Chapters 7-10 record the
Early Service			
8:30 AM
second stage, which occurred 78
Sunday School		
9:45 AM
years later, in 458 BC. There are
Morning Service
11:00 AM
two names that I would like for
us to note: Zerubabbel, who was
Choir Practice
4:30 PM
the political leader also called the
Missionary Prayer Time
5:30 PM
tirshatha or governor, and Jeshua,
Evening Service		
6:00 PM
the priest who was the religious
leader. Under the leadership of
Tuesday
Zerubabbel, God brought the
Ladies’ Ministry		
6:30 PM
Jews back into the land with one
purpose in mind, and we read
Wednesday
of that purpose in verse 8 of our
text, “to set forward the work of
Teen Meeting		
6:15 PM
the house of the Lord.”
Bible Study & Prayer		
7:00 PM
Every Christian has been left
here on this earth for one reason,
Soul-Winning & Visitation
and that reason is not primarily
Wednesday			
3:30 PM
to make money, or to make a
name for ourselves, or to see
Saturday		
10:00 AM
how many things we are able to

Weekly Events

possess. We have been left here
to do the work of God. We are
to do God’s work God’s way! We
read in John 9:4, the Lord Jesus
Christ said, “I must work the
works of him that sent me, while it
is day: the night cometh, when no
man can work.” This was Christ’s
purpose, and His purpose must
be our purpose.
As we look at our passage,
I believe that we will see at least
three things that we need if we
are going to do God’s work, God’s
way:

I.

A Disturbance from God
(vs. 2:1-2a)
This is where it all begins! We
read in these verses, “Now these
are the children of the province
that went up out of the captivity,
of those which had been carried
away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon had carried away
unto Babylon, and came again
unto Jerusalem and Judah, every
one unto his city; Which came with
Zerubabbel:…” The book of Ezra
begins with a decree from Cyrus,
king of Persia. This decree gives
the Jews the liberty to go back to
the land of Palestine and rebuild
the temple that was destroyed
at the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.
In verse 3 of chapter 1, we read
Cyrus asking the question, “Who
is there among you of all his
people? his God be with him, and

let him go up to Jerusalem, which
is in Judah, and build the house of
the Lord God of Israel…”
When Cyrus asks this
question, the Jews had been living
in Babylon for 70 years. Most of
them had been born there. Many
had never seen the land of their
forefathers. Many had established
their lives in Babylon and were
possibly quite content with where
they were. Plus, the journey from
Babylon to Jerusalem was no
“walk in the park.” It was a fourmonth journey across the dry
desert.
In chapter 2, verses 2-65, we
read of a long list of those that
chose to return—over 42,000 of
them. What would cause them
to do this? God stirred up their
hearts to set their face toward
Zion! My point is this, God’s
work always begins with God
stirring our hearts. It begins with
a “divine disturbance.” Until there
is a divine disturbance, very little,
if anything, will get done for God.
One of the things that is
wrong with so many Christians
today is that we have become
content and comfortable in
our lives. We do not want to
leave our comfort zones, break
our routines, or leave our old
habits. Because of that, we resist
“launching out into the deep”
for God. When was the last time
you heard somebody preach and
your heart really got stirred to
the point that you just had to do
something for God?
These Jews that left Babylon
were so stirred that they left their
homes, left their belongings,
packed up, and crossed the desert
to do a work for God! Would to
God we all had that spirit!
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Join us in prayer for...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Easton Baptist Church
First State Baptist Church
Future Church Plant
God’s Will for Settlement on
Missions House
Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer,
lot line adjustment plans submitted to the city
HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$7,083;
phase 3 goal–$16,000
Joanne Bible: recovery from and upcoming
dental surgeries
John Bier & Family: recovery from house fire
Faith Brough: total knee replacement surgery
on Monday, February 25
Paisley Combs: continued improvement; therapy
Scot & Katie Daku: upcoming furlough;
$1,500 for a van
Jim Dunn: irregular heartbeat; upcoming procedure
Jack Evans: dizziness; upcoming hip replacement
David Frye: health; in Dover Place, room 18
Hamblen Family: bereavement - passing of 		
Dr. Bob Hamblen; memorial service on February 28
Albert Jewell: surgery recovery
Don Kouse: foot surgery on Friday, February 1
Laurie Paolini: blind rehab program in CT
Nereida Rodriguez: recovery & rehab
Joanne Thompson: heart valve surgery
Wagar Family: immigration paperwork error;
hearing results
Jack Walton: cataract surgery recovery; arm
injury recovery

“S

on”-shine

Don Kouse
Upcoming Foot Surgery

Harvest
from
Heaven

134 Fox Chase Road
Felton, DE 19943

Church Services
5 visitors

Corner

Please pray for Don as he has foot surgery
tomorrow, Friday, February 1, and as he
recovers. Consider stopping by for a visit
or sending a note of encouragement!

Soul-Winning/Discipleship

2 salvations

Listen Live to 96.1 FM | Visit CbcofDover.com

From the Mission Field

STEPHEN & JULIE KNICKERBOCKER - BURKINA FASO

December 2018
Dear Pastors, Supporting Churches, and Praying Friends,
Building Project: We have begun the construction on the new church
location and are making advancements as the folks of the church give of
their time and funds for this exciting project. We have already been able
to construct most of the wall surrounding the property with the leftover
funds from the land purchase fundraiser. It has been encouraging to see
many show up on different days to dig foundations, make bricks, and
mix concrete and sand by hand. Working on the property has also been
a great outreach opportunity - curious bystanders and neighbors observe
and come to inquire about the project, and we get to present the gospel
to them. This new location will have a bathroom, an apartment, a storage
room, a kitchen area, the church auditorium, a nursery, a Sunday school
class for children, and an office. We are beginning to raise funds for these
facilities, which have been estimated to cost $30,000. To donate funds
for the advancement of this building project, please designate the funds
for the “church building.” Donations may be sent to: World Wide New
Testament Baptist Missions, P.O. Box 725, Kings Mountain, NC 28086 or
online through the link on the home page of knickinburkinafaso.com or
our family’s page on wwntbm.com. You may also see the progress of the
construction on their family website at knickinburkinafaso.com
First Christmas in Burkina with Family: We were overjoyed to host
my father in our home to spend Christmas with us this year. This was
the first time we had family with us in Burkina for Christmas! What a
wonderful time the girls had with their Grandpa Knickerbocker! Dad
taught the Christmas story for the kids club and preached in the church’s
Christmas service. The morning he left, Alina looked all over the house

for him, saying “gra-pa? gra-pa??” It was bittersweet to see him leave, but
we were blessed with the short time the Lord allowed us to have together.
We are thankful that this year, the church members really stepped up
to help with the Christmas and New Year’s preparations. This left Julie
with much less work on her shoulders than previous years, allowing her
to plan a Christmas Tea for the church ladies. They had a great time of
fellowship with a lesson, games, paper snowflake making, and plenty of
tea, cookies, and finger sandwiches!
Thank you for your prayers, encouragement, and partnership with us in
the work of the Lord.
Looking unto Jesus,
Stephen & Julie Knickerbocker
Prayer Requests: Safety and wisdom as we build on the church property;
building funds: $30,000; spiritual and physical growth of the church; a
pastor to train; salvation of Zeinaba, Abdoulaye, and the chief; a stable
job for Vincent, Blaise, David, and Serge; Bienvenu’s university education;
the spiritual growth of Batian, David, and Adiara; soap and taxi-moto
business; Bible study and soul-winning outreach on Tuesday nights;
continued health for our family; the fight against terrorists in Burkina
Faso.
Praises: Began construction on new property; had encouraging
Christmas Eve and New Year’s services; blessed with family visits; Mr.
Batian got a job.
Address: 10 BP 13671 Ouagadougou 10 | Burkina Faso
Email: knickinburkina@gmail.com | Website: knickinburkinafaso.com

