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In Acts chapter 5, the church at 
Jerusalem experienced their 
first internal problem. Just 

one chapter earlier, they faced 
their first external problem—
persecution. They responded 
to this external problem well, 
by making it a matter of prayer, 
yielding themselves to the Lord, 
and staying committed to the 
task at hand—preaching the 
gospel. Now, they faced a sin 
problem in the church. A couple 
named Ananias and Saphira, 
who were members of this 
church, had lied to the church 
about their giving—but they 
failed to realize that their lying 
was not just to the church; it was 
also to God. We read Peter saying 
in Acts 5:4, “Whiles it remained, 
was it not thine own? and after it 
was sold, was it not in thine own 
power? why hast thou conceived 
this thing in thine heart? thou 
hast not lied unto men, but unto 
God.”  

For the past couple of weeks, 
we have been looking at some 
lessons that we can learn from 
this incident in Scripture.

So far, we have looked at two 
things: 
I. The Demonic Deed (vs. 1-2)
II. The Devious Denial   

(vs. 3-8) 
This week, let’s consider: 

III. The Divine Discipline   
(vs. 5-10)
We read in verse 5, “And 

Ananias hearing these words fell 
down, and gave up the ghost: and 
great fear came on all them that 
heard these things. And the young 
men arose, wound him up, and 
carried him out, and buried him. 
And it was about the space of 
three hours after, when his wife, 
not knowing what was done, 

came in. And Peter answered 
unto her, Tell me whether ye 
sold the land for so much? And 
she said, Yea, for so much. Then 
Peter said unto her, How is it that 
ye have agreed together to tempt 
the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the 
feet of them which have buried 
thy husband are at the door, and 
shall carry thee out. Then fell 
she down straightway at his feet, 
and yielded up the ghost: and the 
young men came in, and found 
her dead, and, carrying her forth, 
buried her by her husband.”

God has a way of purging 
sin. After Ananias and Saphira 
told a lie about their giving, and 
then when confronted with their 
sin lied again, God struck them 
both dead!  

Many people, when they 
read of this, would think that 
what God did to them was 
harsh, severe, and cruel—but 
let’s think for a moment about 
what was going on here. This 
early church was in the midst of 
accomplishing God’s work. They 
were dealing with eternal things. 
They were involved with the 
things that pertain to eternal life. 
The eternal souls of men were 
in the balance. This was serious 
stuff! What God’s churches have 
been entrusted to deal with are 
the most important things there 
are! Jesus Christ said to Peter in 
Matthew 16:19, “And I will give 
unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound 

in heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven.” The work of God isn’t 
some kind of game that, if you 
participate in or don’t participate 
in, doesn’t really matter; or if 
you mess up the board, we’ll 
just start over. This is the work 
of God—and on earth, God 
deals with His children more 
severely than He does those that 
are not His children! This truth 
is declared in Hebrews 12:5-8, 
“And ye have forgotten the 
exhortation which speaketh unto 
you as unto children, My son, 
despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
art rebuked of him: For whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth. If ye endure chastening, 
God dealeth with you as with 
sons; for what son is he whom 
the father chasteneth not? But 
if ye be without chastisement, 
whereof all are partakers, then 
are ye bastards, and not sons.” 
God chastens every one of His 
children that do wrong, and this 
chastening could include death, 
if God so wills. You may say, 
“That’s not fair! Why would God 
deal harsher with His children 
than He does with those who do 
not know Him?” One reason is 
because we know better. The 
other reason is because we are 
His children, and they are not.  

I want you to imagine if 
you saw a group of kids doing 
something that was not right, 
and you noticed as you looked 
at this group that one of those 
children was yours. How would 
you react? Would you discipline 
the entire group? No. You would 
call out your own and deal with 
them. God chastens His children 
the same way.

Acts  5 :1 -16  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 John & Romans Assembly 

- Thu.-Fri., October 1-2
Friday evening & Saturday morning: 
Please sign up at the Welcome Center 
if you plan to help!

•	 Guest Speaker: Scott  
Sandy - Sun., October 3
Bro. Sandy, with the Seedline division  
of Bearing Precious Seed, will be 
preaching for our services. Sunday 
school classes will be as usual.

•	 Mommies & Ministry 
Meeting - Fri., October 8
For mommies with young children;  
at 7:00 PM at the Moores’ home

•	 Men’s Prayer Breakfast - 
Sat., October 9
For men and their boys; at 8:30 AM 
in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Missions  Conference - 
Wed.-Sun., October 27-31

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

Saturdays
Soul-Winning & Visitation at 10:00 AM

Since private businesses do not have 
to require face masks at this time, 
Capitol Baptist Church is leaving 
this choice up to the individual.
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church: permanent 

building solution
•	Future Church Plant
•	Landmark Baptist Tabernacle in  

Milton, DE: God’s leading for the future
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: permit approval
•	Church Members Recovering from 

Covid
•	Al Brough: upcoming surgery on September 29
•	Martha Daku: infection in leg; MRI on October 5
•	Wesley Drew: healing from hip fracture & head 

injury from a fall
•	Debbie Edwards: minor ankle surgery recovery 
•	Jennifer Johnson: upcoming surgery
•	Evangelist Joe Kaiser & Family:  

bereavement—homegoing of Barbara
•	McKinney Family in Bolivia: resolution  

of Ryland’s visa issue
•	Esther Rivas: recovery from heart transplant
•	Martez Satchell: health
•	Sharon Schmittinger: dizziness
•	Nancy Stevens: upcoming surgical implant of 

heart monitor
•	Veasey Family: bereavement—homegoing of 

Rosy’s dad in Honduras
•	Teresa Zimmerman: cancer; full shrinkage of 

mass; wisdom & salvation for Dr. Podczaski
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John Mosemann
Shut-In

260 Richard Bassett Road
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for John, one of our 
shut-ins, this week, and for Carol, as 
she cares for him. Consider sending 

them a note of encouragement!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  2 salvations

Church Services
  4 visitors; 1 baptism; 
  1 new member

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry

Due to the sensitivity of their field of service, 
this week’s missionary highlight will not be posted online. 

Please pray this week for all of the missionaries 
who are serving the Lord in dangerous areas.


