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In Acts chapter 5, we find 
the first record of trouble 
occurring inside the church 

at Jerusalem. When chapter 4 
ended, the church was in great 
shape spiritually. They were said 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
They displayed great boldness in 
the faith. They had great unity, 
great power, great grace, and 
great giving (Acts 4:31-37). While 
this church did well when the 
persecution came from outside 
of the church, they would now be 
challenged with a problem that 
occurred inside the church.   

We read in our text, “But 
a certain man named Ananias, 
with Sapphira his wife, sold a 
possession, And kept back part of 
the price, his wife also being privy 
to it, and brought a certain part, 
and laid it at the apostles’ feet.” 
Last week, we began by looking 
at: 
I. The Demonic Deed   

(vs. 1-2)
Ananias and Sapphira were 

a married couple in the church 
at Jerusalem. During a meeting 
of the church, many church 
members were giving to the 
work of God. We read in Acts 
4:36-37 that Barnabas sold land 
and brought the money and 
laid it down at the apostles’ feet. 
Ananias and Sapphira also sold a 
possession for the work of God, 
but they “… kept back part of the 
price …” In other words, they told 
everyone that they were giving 
all of the sale price to the church, 
but in reality, they kept some 
of the money for themselves. 
What made this deed wrong was 
not that they didn’t give all the 
money to the church, but that 
they lied about what they were 
giving. When Peter got wind of 

what was going on, he replied by 
saying, “… why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost 
… thou hast not lied unto men, 
but unto God.” It was a demonic 
deed! But then notice:
II. The Devious Denial   

(vs. 3-8) 
The story goes on, “But Peter 

said, Ananias, why hath Satan 
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost, and to keep back part of 
the price of the land? Whiles it 
remained, was it not thine own? 
and after it was sold, was it not in 
thine own power? why hast thou 
conceived this thing in thine heart? 
thou hast not lied unto men, but 
unto God. And Ananias hearing 
these words fell down, and gave up 
the ghost: and great fear came on 
all them that heard these things. 

And the young men arose, wound 
him up, and carried him out, and 
buried him. And it was about the 
space of three hours after, when his 
wife, not knowing what was done, 
came in. And Peter answered unto 
her, Tell me whether ye sold the 
land for so much? And she said, 
Yea, for so much.”

God had given Peter the 
ability to discern the deceit of 
Ananias and Sapphira. Can you 
imagine Ananias’s face when 
Peter confronted him? We do not 
read of any verbal response from 
Ananias. He was speechless. It 
is evident that Ananias did not 
display a repentant heart, because 
Ananias was struck dead by God, 

and his body was buried. Three 
hours later, his wife came in, and 
in verse 8, Peter confronted her 
as well. His wife did the same 
thing that her husband did—
she denied what they did—and 
she, too, was struck down dead. 
What a sad response this couple 
had when being confronted with 
their sin.  

This story reminds us that we 
can hide things from man, but 
we cannot hide things from God. 
God has a way of making sure that 
our sin finds us out (Numbers 
32:23). Perhaps the saddest part 
of this story is the fact that this 
didn’t have to happen. Ananias 
and Sapphira didn’t have to die. 
All they had to do to be right 
with God and right with God’s 
people was to admit to what they 
did, confess their sin, and ask for 
forgiveness. If they did that, God 
and God’s people would have 
forgiven them, and they would 
have been restored. We read in 1 
John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” It is that simple! 
Imagine if this couple would have 
fallen down on their faces and 
cried out, “We are sorry! Forgive 
us!” God would have forgiven 
them, and Peter would have 
hugged on their necks as they 
wept together—but they didn’t! 
Ananias and Sapphira responded 
to Peter’s confrontation in a 
way that many of God’s people 
do. Instead of admitting we are 
wrong, we deny what we did, or 
make excuses for what we did, 
or blame others for what we did. 
This is a recipe for disaster!  

All of us sin, and when we do, 
it is vital that we admit what we 
did and ask for forgiveness. It is 
that simple!

Acts  5 :1 -16  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Missionary Guest Speaker 

- Sun., September 26
Our missionary to Honduras, Mike 
Veasey, will be bringing an update 
& preaching for the 6:00 PM service. 
The Veaseys will also be with us in 
the morning.

•	 John & Romans Assembly 
- Thu.-Fri., October 1-2
More details will be announced soon!

•	 Mommies & Ministry 
Meeting - Fri., October 8
For mommies with young children;  
at 7:00 PM at the Moores’ home

•	 Men’s Prayer Breakfast - 
Sat., October 9
For men and their boys; at 8:30 AM 
in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Missions  Conference - 
Wed.-Sun., October 27-31

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

Saturdays
Soul-Winning & Visitation at 10:00 AM

Since private businesses do not have 
to require face masks at this time, 
Capitol Baptist Church is leaving 
this choice up to the individual.

Weekly Events
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church: permanent 

building solution
•	Future Church Plant
•	Landmark Baptist Tabernacle in  

Milton, DE: God’s leading for the future
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: permit approval
•	Church Members Recovering from 

Covid
•	Al Brough: upcoming surgery on September 29
•	Wesley Drew: healing from hip fracture & head 

injury from a fall; GI issues
•	Debbie Edwards: minor ankle surgery recovery 
•	Linda Gunter: home recovering from infection
•	Nancy Hoffstein: success of nerve block  

procedure
•	Jennifer Johnson: upcoming surgery
•	Evangelist Joe Kaiser: bereavement— 

homegoing of wife, Barbara; funeral on Friday
•	McKinney Family in Bolivia: resolution  

of Ryland’s visa issue
•	Esther Rivas: recovery from heart transplant; 

improved kidney function
•	Nancy Stevens: upcoming surgical implant of 

heart monitor (postponed)
•	Teresa Zimmerman: cancer; full shrinkage of 

mass; wisdom & salvation for Dr. Podczaski
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Jeanne Asa
Shut-In

1167 McKee Road, Apt. 143
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Jeanne, one of our 
shut-ins, this week. Consider sending 

her a note of encouragement!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Church Services
  6 visitors

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry

Due to the sensitivity of their field of service, 
this week’s missionary highlight will not be posted online. 

Please pray this week for all of the missionaries 
who are serving the Lord in dangerous areas.


