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When God wants to do a 
work in this world, He 

begins in the heart of a man. 
For example, when God wanted 
to reach the people of inland 
China, He began with the heart 
of a man named Hudson Taylor. 
Taylor was saved in 1849 at the 
age of 17. God stirred his heart 
about the people that lived in 
the inland areas of China who 
had no gospel witness. Most 
of the work for the Lord at that 
time was being done in the 
coastal regions of the country, 
but the interior of China was 
considered too dangerous, so 
no missionaries were there. This 
became a great burden to Taylor. 
Taylor arrived in Shanghai on 
March 1, 1854, at the age of 21 
and traveled extensively and 
courageously throughout China. 
Seeing the great need, he sent 
out a prayer request and appeal 
for missionaries to come, and 70 
missionaries responded. Then, 
in 1886, another 100 came. 
By 1895, they had the largest 
missionary body in China. 
Taylor’s life work resulted in him 
starting 205 mission stations, 840 
missionaries coming to the field, 
and a total of 125,000 converts. 
That great work of God all began 
in the heart of one man. Thank 
God that Taylor responded to 
God’s stirring!  

The story of Nehemiah begins 
in a similar way. Nehemiah was 
in the Persian palace of Shushan 
when he heard the news about 
the dismal spiritual and physical 
situation in Jerusalem. This 
news was the beginning of a 
great work that God did, both 
in Nehemiah’s heart and in the 
people of Jerusalem. The book 
of Nehemiah is the story of this 
great work.  

So far, we have seen in this 
opening chapter two things: 
I. The Recognition of 

Nehemiah (vs. 1-4)
Nehemiah recognized the 

great need that was in Jerusalem. 
He was greatly burdened, but his 
burden went beyond a simple 
mental assent to the situation. 
His burden was so great that he 
had to do something about it. 
Nehemiah began to pray for a 
plan for what lay ahead.  
II. The Realization of 

Nehemiah (vs. 5-10)
From Nehemiah’s prayer, 

it is evident that Nehemiah 
realized that the work that God 
was stirring his heart to do was 
much greater than his ability. It 
was more than the ability of any 
one human being. Nehemiah 
realized that he needed God! 

This week, let’s look at:
III. The Resolution of 

Nehemiah (vs. 11) 
We read in verse 11, which is 

the closing portion of Nehemiah’s 
prayer, “O Lord, I beseech thee, let 
now thine ear be attentive to the 
prayer of thy servant, and to the 
prayer of thy servants, who desire 
to fear thy name: and prosper, I 
pray thee, thy servant this day, 
and grant him mercy in the sight 
of this man. For I was the king’s 
cupbearer.” Being the king’s 
cupbearer and having such a 
high position in the Persian 
court, Nehemiah knew that he 

had to secure the permission 
of the king to leave and go to 
Jerusalem. He approached the 
king for permission. Notice the 
phrase, “prosper ... thy servant 
this day …” This phrase indicates 
that Nehemiah did not just want 
to pray about the situation in 
Jerusalem; Nehemiah wanted to 
do something about the situation 
in Jerusalem. He arose, took a 
deep breath and by faith began 
his plan of action. By faith, he 
went to the king and asked for 
permission. The task had begun!  

Here is an obvious, but often 
neglected, truth: Nothing will 
ever get done unless somebody 
does it. One preacher puts it 
this way, “Nothing gets dynamic 
until it first gets specific.” In other 
words, it is easy to recognize a 
problem, talk about a problem, 
and even talk about a solution to 
the problem, but until someone 
actually puts “feet” to the plan, 
nothing will get done!  

We can say that we have all 
the faith in the world, but until 
that faith leads us to action, it is 
not real faith. James 2:20 tells us, 
“But wilt thou know, O vain man, 
that faith without works is dead?” 
There is a divine side to the 
work of God, and then there is a 
human side to the work of God. 
We see this in Proverbs 21:31, 
“The horse is prepared against the 
day of battle: but safety is of the 
Lord.”  

May the Lord fill His 
churches with believers who 
not only get burdened about His 
work and the great need that we 
face, but who are also willing to 
do something about His work 
and the great need that we face—
knowing that the work is indeed 
greater than ourselves, but not 
greater than our God!

Nehemiah  1 :1-11  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Sun., September 22  

Table Baby Shower   
Mary & Ceedrick   
Baby Girl - Maima

•	 Wed., October 2   
Guest Speaker   
Pastor Steve Damron

•	 Wed., October 12   
Men’s Prayer Breakfast   
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Wed.-Sun., October 16-20 
Missions Conference 

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA - 

seeking a pastor 
•	New Property: wisdom moving forward
•	Pastor Moore & Family: safe travels on  

vacation September 13-20
•	Deane Betts: cancer; surgery on September 17
•	Faith Brough: infusions
•	Matt & Julie Brown: dengue fever (Cambodia)
•	Scot Daku: raising funds for property in Fiji
•	Pastor Rod Dufour: heart attack recovery
•	Frausto Family: Amalia’s health & adjustment; 

medical bills
•	David Frye: on hospice in Dover Place
•	Frances Godlove: knee surgery recovery
•	Don Kouse: recovery from a fall and a UTI
•	Ottosen Family: return to Papua New Guinea 

from Australia on September 27
•	Taylor Peters: upcoming baby delivery
•	Rob Raab: serious health issues
•	Steve Raab: knee replacement surgery recovery
•	Ariyanna Ramos: foot surgery on Friday
•	Jared Rieff: recovery/rehab from bad accident at 

work; praise for successful pelvic fixator removal
•	Josue Sanchez: recovery/rehab from motorcycle 

accident
•	Bill Shirey: health
•	Darlene Sutton: recovery from stroke; in  

Genesis Rehab in Milford
•	Chuck Thomson: neck surgery on September 24
•	Lorraine Walpole: hand/wrist surgery recovery
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Frances Godlove
Knee Surgery Recovery

430 Kings Highway, Apt. 204
Dover, DE 19901

Please pray for Frances this week as she 
recovers from knee surgery. Consider 

sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  3 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  11 salvations

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
BILL  &  M ARC I A  H A RDECKER  -  PHIL IPPINES

August 2019 Prayer Letter

A “thank you” letter recently received has a hilarious message on the 
7th line. It says: “Even though we are unruly at least we still listen to 
what you are saying about the Lord.” Wow! I have yet to acquire that 
special skill! But we are thankful to see that most of the street children 
are learning to behave themselves week after week. It really is heart 
warming to receive such a letter from our “unruly” yet “listening” SS 
children. 

Our adult/teen SS class is moving towards finishing up our study in the 
book of Revelation. It looks like they all should pass their upcoming 
final exam. God promises a blessing to all who read, hear, and keep the 
words of this prophecy. We are thankful for the King James Bible which 
allows us to read, hear, and keep the words of God. We are also glad to 
know that Jesus is coming again! Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

I am now working on my 6th gospel tract. These tracts are bilingual 
(Tagalog & English) since we run into all different kinds of people. 
Taguig (much like the rest of Metro-Manila) is a melting pot of many 
nationalities (both natives and foreigners). Please pray that the Lord 
would bless our weekly outreaches via the Tagalog John/Romans or 
gospel tracts distribution. Thank you for your love and prayers! 

Praise Reports!
 ▶ Praise the Lord for saving three more souls! We were so glad to 

see three young ladies from the children’s Sunday school come to 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ following one of our morning church 
services.

 ▶ Praise God for answered prayers. Many of our regular attenders 
came to our Wednesday prayer meeting, and the following Sunday, 
most of them testified about God answering their prayers. God 
hears and answers prayers!

 ▶ Praise the Lord for a good Sunday with fellow missionary, Bro. Dan 
Tessin. He came and exhorted us from the Word of God. He also 
shared how the church he planted in Cebu is waiting for the end of 
August to finalize a purchase of land and property for their eight-
year-old work. Please pray for wisdom and favor.

 ▶ Praise God our water pump and tank is fixed. We now have instant 
relief from the drought. But the long-term solution is building a 
fourth dam in order to address the needs of a growing metropolis.

Prayer Requests:
 ▶ Please pray for an upcoming event: a lecture series on Verbal 

Preservation. My good friend, Bro. Thomas Ross and his wife 
Heather, will be with us at the end of August and the first Sunday 
of September. I asked Bro. Ross if he could present a course on the 
doctrine of the Perfect Preservation of the Scriptures, and he gladly 
obliged. We look to minister to seven or more pastor friends and 
some of our people. 

 ▶ Please pray for more visitors to come and stick. Many visit, but 
for one reason or another, they move out to other regions or go 
overseas.
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