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In Acts 9, we find the conversion 
of Saul of Tarsus. Who would 
have thought that Saul of 

Tarsus would have become the 
apostle Paul—but this is what 
salvation does! It transforms our 
lives!

Throughout the New 
Testament, we find the truth that 
salvation provides more for us 
than forgiven sins and a home in 
Heaven. It also changes us. The 
book of 1 John tells us of some of 
the remarkable changes that take 
place in the life of a person that 
has been truly saved. For example, 
we read in 1 John 2:3, “And hereby 
we do know that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments.” 
When a person gets saved, God 
puts a desire in that person to live 
a life of obedience to God. Then, 
in 1 John 3:14, we read, “We know 
that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the 
brethren. He that loveth not his 
brother abideth in death.” When a 
person gets saved, he has entered 
into the family of God and into 
a spiritual kinship with fellow 
believers. There is a love for others 
that know Christ as their Saviour 
that can even surpass our love 
toward our biological siblings 
that do not know the Lord. These 
are just two of the many changes 
that take place when someone is 
born again.

Here in our text, we have been 
looking at the changes that took 
place in the life of Paul. Again, 
these changes are not exclusive 
to Paul, but are things that every 
believer experiences when they 
get saved.

I highly suggest that every 
Christian read Pilgrim’s Progress 
that was written by the Baptist 
preacher John Bunyan in the 
1600s. In this allegory, you 

will find the changes and the 
challenges that every child of 
God faces when they get saved.

So far, we have seen from our 
text the following two changes in 
Paul. Paul experienced: 
I. A New Message (vs. 20-22)
II. A New Manner (vs. 21)

This week, we will see a third 
change. Paul experienced: 
III. A New Match (vs. 23-25)

We read in these verses, 
“And after that many days were 
fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to 
kill him: But their laying await 
was known of Saul. And they 
watched the gates day and night 
to kill him. Then the disciples took 
him by night, and let him down by 
the wall in a basket.” 

Remember, it was the Jewish 
high priest that Paul had gone 
to in Acts 9:1-2, to get “letters 
of authority” so that he could 
pursue the Christians and hunt 
them down. Saul of Tarsus was 
the Jews’ “rising star.” As a Jewish 
young boy from the tribe of 
Benjamin, Saul was trained at 
the feet of Gamaliel, the most 
notable of Jewish law scholars. 
He had become a Pharisee. He 
was more zealous of the law than 
all of his colleagues, and he was 
doing everything in his power to 
stamp out these people of “that 
way”—but now, after he got saved 
and was preaching Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour to the lost, 
the very ones that before were for 
him, were now taking counsel to 

kill him! He had a whole new set 
of enemies! 

It is not different today. 
When a person gets saved, starts 
living for God and serving the 
Lord, and becomes faithful to 
church and to witnessing to the 
lost, he will quickly find out that 
not everyone is thrilled about it! 
As a matter of fact, some of the 
people that you thought were 
your dearest friends will become 
your chief adversaries!  

The Lord Jesus Christ said 
in Matthew 10:34-36, “Think not 
that I am come to send peace on 
earth: I came not to send peace, 
but a sword. For I am come to 
set a man at variance against his 
father, and the daughter against 
her mother, and the daughter in 
law against her mother law. And 
a man’s foes shall be they of his own 
household.” Christ was explaining 
to His disciples that the gospel 
is the great divider—and it will 
even divide those that live under 
the same roof! 

Now, we ought to love all 
men, pray for all men, and do 
everything in our power to win 
them to Christ, but we must 
also understand that we are in 
a great spiritual battle, and our 
adversaries will sometimes be 
those that were once near and 
dear to us before we were saved! 
Lest we get discouraged, however, 
let’s remember what Christ said 
in Mark 10:29-30, “… Verily I 
say unto you, There is no man 
that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my 
sake, and the gospel’s, But he shall 
receive an hundredfold now in this 
time, houses, and brethren, and 
sisters, and mothers, and children, 
and lands, with persecutions; and 
in the world to come eternal life.”

Ac t s  9 :20-31  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 In-Service Training - 

Tue.-Fri., August 30- 
September 2
 › Annual training for our church and 
school staff

•	 Mommies & Ministry 
Meeting - Fri., September 2
 › For mommies of young children
 › At the Moores’ home

•	 Table Baby Shower -  
Sun., September 4
 › Baby shower for Justin & Janna 
Carrow as they prepare to welcome 
their new baby boy, Beckett

•	 Missionary Visiting - 
Sun., September 4
 › A missionary to the Far East
 › Preaching & presenting his ministry
 › Adult & teen SS classes combined

•	 First Day of School & 
Seminary Classes -  
Tue., September 6

•	 John & Romans Assembly 
- Fri-Sat., September 9-10
 › Friday evening & Saturday morning

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

Saturdays
Soul-Winning & Visitation at 10:00 AM

Since there is currently no general
indoor mask mandate in Delaware,

Capitol Baptist Church is leaving 
this choice up to the individual.
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church: possible 

purchase of church building
•	Future Church Plant
•	Independent Baptist Seminary: planning 

for fall semester; Damrons getting settled
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: minor adjustments 

to site plan for final approval
•	Ann Corbett: recovery from dehydration (at home)
•	Betty Dooley: open heart surgery recovery
•	Joan Edwards: blood disorder; wisdom for doctors
•	Belle Hitchens: stage four lung cancer, has 

spread to her bones & brain
•	Felicia Holst: recovery from baby delivery 

(James Matthew born 8/23 at 8:55 PM, 9 lbs., 21 in.)
•	Jacqueline Hughes: surgery recovery &  

upcoming cancer treatment
•	Sylvia Mincy: hernia surgery recovery (at home)
•	Bonnie Peterson: declining health
•	Pastor Jerry Ross: diagnosed with treatable 

lymphoma
•	Barbara Schutz: stroke recovery; in PAM Rehab
•	Alethia Wilt: intense chemotherapy treatments 

for leukemia
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Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 baptism

Church Services
  13 visitors

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
Vlademir & Rosa Silveira - Brazil

Spring 2022
Canvassing—74 Streets Mapped Out: Balneario Camboriu (BC) has a 
population of over 150,000. In the Downtown BC area, where our church 
plant is located, the population is almost a third of that (47,000).
During the high-season summer months (December through February 
in Brazil), the population of BC increases to 600,000+. Please pray as 
we continue our canvassing efforts, knocking on every door of these 
74 streets in Downtown BC. The cell phone digital forms, which I 
developed for using to collect essential information from the families 
we meet, have proven to be an effective way to learn more about our 
neighbors’ spiritual needs.
We have had quite a few people visit our church, both from our city 
and even from out of state. Rosa and I were also invited to meet the 
local house of representatives, and we prayed for the leaders and their 
staff. They got to know who we are and where we stand. We did not get 
into politics, but thank God the mayor of BC and many representatives 
are conservatives and even born-again believers. 
Victorious Women: The ladies had a very special afternoon with 
some visitors from the area. The theme was “Precious as a Pearl.” Rosa 
compared the pearl to some women in the Bible and Jesus Christ 
on the cross. The suffering that the pearl has to go through in order 
to become a very precious jewel helped the women in the group to see 
how Jesus can carry them through their daily challenges.
Church Property Fund: We have been renting a second-floor 
storefront for 27 months now. Since we are getting to know the 

community better through our canvassing, it would be a blessing to 
have our own actual church building on a “street level,” making it more 
accessible to the people of BC. Property here is very expensive. We are 
now raising funds so we can either put money down on a purchase 
of a piece of land so we can build or buy a house we can turn into a 
church building. Thank you so much for those who have given towards 
this project. Please prayerfully consider giving towards this project. 
Send any tax-deductible contributions to BEMA, marked “Church 
Building Fund.”
Rosa and I are truly grateful for your faithful prayers and support.

In Christ, and for His glory,
Vlademir Silveira

PRAISE
 ✓ Soul-winning opportunities
 ✓ Faithful workers
 ✓ Sweet spirits in service
 ✓ Teachable Christians
 ✓ Compassion for the lost

PRAYER
 ✓ Salvation of souls
 ✓ Growth of believers
 ✓ Training of leaders
 ✓ Canvassing ministry
 ✓ Funds for church property

Email: vlademirsilveira@gmail.com

Jim Dunn
Health; Dialysis

37 Stevens Street
Camden, DE 19934

Please pray for Jim this week, as he 
struggles with his health and continues 

to go through dialysis. Consider 
sending him a note of encouragement!


