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If we could summarize the 
entire book of Ezra with one 
word, a good word to use 

would be Restoration. The book 
of Ezra is the record of God 
working to restore His people, 
the Jews; His place of worship, 
the temple; and the Promised 
Land, the city of Jerusalem. This 
restoration took place in two 
movements. The first movement 
was under Zerubbabel in 536 BC, 
where 50,000 Jews returned to 
the land. This return is recorded 
for us in chapters 1-6. Then the 
second movement was under 
Ezra in 458 BC, where 5,000 Jews 
returned to the land. This return 
is recorded for us in chapters 
7-10.  

When Ezra returned to the 
land, he was approached by 
princes that had come with him 
from Babylon. These princes 
brought to Ezra some very 
disturbing news. It was the news 
of the condition in which they 
had found God’s people. God’s 
people were intermingling and 
intermarrying with the lost 
people of the land, and they 
were committing the same 
abominations as well. Even the 
priests, Levites, princes, and 
rulers were committing these 
sins. When Ezra heard this, he 
was deeply grieved and began to 
pray. On the surface, this situation 
seemed hopeless. But we read a 
statement that was made in Ezra 
10:2 by a man named Shechaniah, 
who had joined Ezra in his return 
to the land. He says, “We have 
trespassed against our God, and 
have taken strange wives of the 
people of the land: yet now there 
is hope in Israel concerning this 
thing.” For the next few weeks, we 
will be dealing with the subject, 
“Yet Now There Is Hope.”  

We live in a world filled 
with hopeless people. The Bible 
describes the hopeless situation 
of the world in Ephesians 
2:12, “That at that time ye were 
without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world.” Then 
in 1 Thessalonians 4:13, “But I 
would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no 
hope.” The world is without hope 
because they do not know the 
God of hope.  

According to the Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
suicide is the 3rd leading cause 
of death among 15-21-year-olds 
in our country. The leading cause 
of teen suicide is hopelessness, 
which leads to severe depression. 
A hopeless person is an 
individual who believes that they 
are trapped in misery with no 
expectation of things ever getting 
better. Hope has to do with the 
future—seeing and believing 
beyond today—and if there is 
anyone that ought to be hopeful 
people, it ought to be Christians. 
When we know the God of hope, 
we are hopeful.  

Let’s consider: 
I. The Burden of the People 

(vs. 1)
We read, “Now when Ezra 

had prayed, and when he had 
confessed, weeping and casting 
himself down before the house of 

God, there assembled unto him out 
of Israel a very great congregation 
of men and women and children: 
for the people wept very sore.”  

Imagine this scene. After 
seeing what he saw, Ezra fell 
down on his knees all alone 
and began to pray. He was there 
confessing and weeping. As he 
was praying, people began to 
notice him. Then, one by one, 
little by little, a crowd began to 
form until before you knew it, a 
“very great congregation” of men, 
women, and children were all 
gathered together weeping. Ezra’s 
burden became their burden. The 
people’s burden returned. 

One of the things that is 
lacking in God’s people is a 
burden. We have lost both our 
blush and our burden. When I say 
“burden,” I am not talking about 
being so overwhelmed with our 
situation that we cannot function. 
I’m talking about having a great 
desire to see God do something. 
Our lack of burden for the things 
of God should burden us. Our 
lack of concern should concern 
us. There should be tears because 
there are no tears. It is one thing 
to intellectually recognize that 
there is a need; it is a completely 
different thing to have a heart 
that is broken for the needs of 
people. 

Many years ago, the janitor 
of a church in Chicago came 
into the church study to find 
out why his preacher was not in 
the pulpit. He saw his preacher 
crying. He asked him why, and 
he responded, “I’ve been sitting 
here looking at those houses and 
the terrible condition of those 
people.” The janitor replied, “It’s 
hard, but you will get used to it.” 
The preacher replied, “I know, 
that’s why the tears.” 
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•	 Sat., August 10  

Men’s Prayer Breakfast   
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

•	 Sat., August 17  
Ladies’ Summer Tea   
11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

•	 Sat., August 24  
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

•	 Sun., August 25  
Missionary Presentation - Brazzell 
Family - Missionaries to Australia

•	 Tue., September 3   
CBS First Day of School  
CBBI First Day of Classes

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities August 9, 2019

Capitol CAPTIONSBaptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA - 

seeking a pastor 
•	Mayfair Park Property: pray for wisdom 

moving forward
•	HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$15,846; 

phase 3 goal–$16,000
•	Deane Betts: biopsy results
•	Scot Daku: wisdom as he travels to Fiji for a land 

purchase opportunity
•	Betty Dooley: cyst on kidney
•	David Frye: on hospice in Dover Place
•	Sandie Hammer & Family: house fire
•	Evangelist Joe Kaiser: continued recovery 

from heart attack
•	Norm MacKenzie: chemotherapy
•	Callie Parker: recovery  & rehab from severe 

virus
•	Taylor Peters: healthy pregnancy
•	Steve Raab: knee replacement surgery August 27
•	Jared Rieff: recovery & rehab from bad accident 

at work
•	Kaylee Roy: recovery from appendectomy
•	Josue Sanchez: recovery & rehab from  

motorcycle accident
•	Elizabeth Tecson: recovery from minor stroke
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Evelyn Richards
Shut-In

Brookdale Dover Assisted Living
150 Saulsbury Road, Room 4

Dover, DE 19904
Please pray for Evelyn, one of our shut-ins, 

this week. Consider stopping by for a visit or 
sending her a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  8 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
NOEL  &  C H A RLE NE  SHRIVNAU T H -  GU YANA

July 2019
Dear Friends and Co-investors in the City of the Great King,
On July 2, we went to Mt. Salem Revival Grounds and Camp in West 
Union, West Virginia for their patriotic service. It is really one of the 
nicest church camps you can ever see. It is nestled in the beautiful hills 
and hollers of West Virginia. It was a splended summer afternoon. We 
ate wonderful foods from the concession stands, heard beautiful music 
from the Voices of Praise summer tour group of Commonwealth Baptist 
College in Lexington, Kentucky, heard a great patriotic speech by 
President Ronald Reagan on the big screen, and saw brilliant fireworks 
in the evening sky. It is now July 4. I am writing from a prophet’s chamber 
in Fairmont, West Virginia. I hear the gongs of an outdoor clock chiming 
that it is 6:00 PM. It is coming from the church tower of Victory Baptist 
Church. This is one of our long-time supporting churches. The gongs 
remind me of old-time churches, ringing the bell for the starting of 
services. I believe it is the old-time churches that are still preaching 
the old-time ways of the old paths that have truly made America great. 
Proverbs 14:34 says, “Righteousness exalteth a nation...” Psalm 146:5 tells 
us, “Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the 
Lord his God.” I love this land. I am privileged to be an American and to 
live in this great nation (at least while my family and I are on furlough).
Our furlough is more than half done. We have had tremendous meetings 
in all the churches that we have visited. We have been treated kindly 
and have been given the red-carpet treatment. We are refreshed and 
encouraged by the firm stance of all the churches standing on Biblical 
grounds in a culture of decay and debauchery. We have gained a couple 

of new supporting churches. We are very grateful. Fellowship Baptist 
Church in Canton, Ohio collected a coin offering in their VBS and gave 
it to us for the sound system of our church in Guyana that we mentioned 
in our last letter. The church doubled what came in during the VBS, 
and it has more than met the need for which we asked. That was such a 
wonderful blessing to see God work.
We are in constant contact with the church in Guyana. Brother Aubrey 
tells me that the Lord is really blessing and the people are going great guns 
in our absence. That is so good to hear. Every missionary knows what I 
am talking about. He told me that 135 were saved and four baptized 
from the beginning of May to the end of June. That is really good news.
If you have not seen our furlough video as yet, you will want to see 
it. Go on YouTube and type in Noel Shrivnauth family missionary 
presentation 2019. I believe you will enjoy watching it.
Thanks for praying and thanks for caring for us. We still have much to do 
before the end of our furlough. Please continue in praying for us. Prayer 
is a formidable and unsurpassed weapon in this war. We see the effects 
and we know it works.

In Christ Jesus the Anchor Holds,
The Shrivnauth Family

Noel, Charlene, Rydal, Gretel, Elsie, and Nolan
(Psalm 25:5, 1 Thessalonians 2:4)

Phones: 570.837.3693 (stateside) | 011.592.233.6633 (field) 
Email: singwenoel@gmail.com | Website: noelshrivnauth.edifyhub.com


