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In Ezra chapter 9, we read of 
Ezra’s return to the Promised 
Land. Ezra led a group of 

roughly 5,000 Jews back to 
Jerusalem from Babylon. The 
Jews had spent the last 70 years 
in Babylonian captivity because 
of their disobedience to God. 
Now, this second group has 
returned. When Ezra arrives, he 
hears some very troubling news. 
He hears that the Jews that were 
already in the land had begun 
to stray away from God and His 
Word. When Ezra hears this, his 
heart breaks, and he begins to 
pray. His prayer is recorded for 
us in Ezra 9:6-15. In verse 6, we 
read the following statement, 
“O my God, I am ashamed and 
blush…” Ezra was ashamed of 
the behavior of God’s people, 
and he was broken over it.      

If there is one thing that 
Christians need today more 
than anything else, it is to 
recapture our blush. By that, I 
mean that we need to return 
to being broken over our sin, 
embarrassed because of our 
behavior, and convicted over our 
spiritual condition. We have lost 
our sensitivity to sin. It does not 
bother us like it should, and we 
need to return to the place where 
we “blush” over our spiritual 
condition. 

We have been considering 
the subject, Regaining Our Blush. 
Last week, we looked at:  
I. The Condition of the 

People (vs. 1-2)  
This week, let’s consider: 

II. The Reaction of Ezra   
(vs. 3-6)
We read in verses 3-6, “And 

when I heard this thing, I rent 
my garment and my mantle, and 
plucked off the hair of my head 

and of my beard, and sat down 
astonied. Then were assembled 
unto me every one that trembled 
at the words of the God of Israel, 
because of the transgression 
of those that had been carried 
away; and I sat astonied until 
the evening sacrifice. And at the 
evening sacrifice I arose up from 
my heaviness; and having rent 
my garment and my mantle, I 
fell upon my knees, and spread 
out my hands unto the Lord 
my God, And said, O my God, I 
am ashamed and blush to lift up 
my face to thee, my God: for our 
iniquities are increased over our 
head, and our trespass is grown 
up unto the heavens.”  

Take notice of what 
happened when Ezra heard 
of the  spiritual condition of 
God’s people. The Bible tells us 
that he rent his garment and 
mantle, and plucked off the hair 
of his head and his beard. These 
were all signs of mourning and 
great grief. We read that he “sat 
down astonied.” To be “astonied” 
means to be stunned, devastated, 
stupefied. Ezra could not believe 
what was happening, and when 
he began to pray, he told God 
that he was ashamed, and even 
blushed to lift up his face to God! 
This is what is greatly needed in 
God’s children today.  

The worst part of the 
condition that we are in as 
Christians, generally speaking, 
is not just the fact that we are 
disobeying God in certain areas 
of our lives, but that we’ve lost 
our blush—we refuse to be 

ashamed. This is exactly what 
was happening in Judah before 
the captivity in the days of 
Jeremiah. We read in Jeremiah 
3:1, “They say, If a man put away 
his wife, and she go from him, and 
become another man’s, shall he 
return unto her again? shall not 
that land be greatly polluted? but 
thou hast played the harlot with 
many lovers; yet return again 
to me, saith the Lord.”  Then in 
verse 3, we read, “Therefore the 
showers have been withholden, 
and there hath been no latter 
rain; and thou hadst a whore’s 
forehead, thou refusedst to be 
ashamed.” Judah’s condition was 
likened to a woman that sells her 
body for money. At first, she is 
bothered by her actions. But as 
she keeps sinning, and sinning, 
and disgracing herself over and 
over again, the only way that 
she can deal with her sin is to 
become numb to it. Eventually, 
she gets to the place where there 
is no more shame. Jeremiah 
6:15 reads, “Were they ashamed 
when they had committed 
abomination? nay, they were not 
at all ashamed, neither could they 
blush: ...”

One of the most dangerous 
places for any child of God to be 
is the place of losing our blush—
when we become desensitized to 
sin and dull of hearing. There are 
many Christians who have heard 
and heard about things like 
faithfulness to church, tithing, 
witnessing, and serving the Lord, 
but have become desensitized to 
them. The Word of God and the 
words of the preacher have no 
affect on them anymore. Instead 
of being like Ezra—broken over 
our sin—we bury it and just keep 
moving on. This is a dangerous 
place for any of us to be.

Ezra  9 :1-15  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Mon.-Fri., July 15-19 

Vacation Bible School - Jonah 
6:15-8:00 PM    
For children age 4 through grade 6

•	 Sat., July 20   
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting - 
Cancelled due to the high heat index

•	 Sun., July 28   
Missionary Jason Ottosen Preaching 
(for all services)

•	 Fri., August 2  
Teen Rally - 7th-12th grades  
6:30-8:00 PM   
Guest Speaker - Evangelist Joe Kaiser

•	 Mon.-Fri., August 5-9  
Youth Camp  

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities July 18, 2019

Capitol
CAPTIONS

Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA - 

seeking a pastor 
•	Mayfair Park Property: pray for the  

finalization of the deed transfer, for the park  
equipment to sell, and for wisdom moving forward

•	HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$12,031; 
phase 3 goal–$16,000

•	Vacation Bible School: through Friday PM
•	Pastor’s Utah Trip - July 23-30: pastor 

preaching at a family camp and Mrs. Moore speaking 
to the ladies

•	Paisley Combs: fluid around shunt to go down
•	Betty Dooley: recovery from UTI
•	Debbie Edwards: recovery from extensive skin 

cancer removal
•	David Frye: on hospice in Dover Place
•	Sandie Hammer & Family: house fire
•	Glen Harris: blood pressure; possible heart  

trouble; salvation
•	Thomas Mattimore: surgery recovery;  

upcoming second surgery; salvation
•	John Mosemann: declining health
•	Callie Parker: recovery from severe virus
•	Taylor Peters: healthy pregnancy
•	Steve Raab: knee replacement surgery August 27
•	Jared Rieff: recovery from bad accident at work
•	Josue Sanchez: motorcycle accident recovery
•	Elizabeth Tecson: recovery from minor stroke
•	Bonnie: on hospice - Parkinson’s; salvation
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Debbie Edwards
Skin Cancer Removal Recovery

206 Midessa Crossing
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Debbie this week as she 
recovers from an extensive removal of skin 
cancer on her forehead. Consider sending 

her a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  3 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  8 salvations; 1 baptism

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
JED &  GLORI A  D UA RTE  -  BR AZ IL

May/June 2019
Dear Prayer Partners,
By far the most thrilling news we have to share with you since 
our last update, is the wondrous salvation of eight souls during 
our home church VBS! Gloria has been bringing the same group 
of children to VBS for the past four years. It was our particular 
burden to see some of these precious kids accept God’s gift of 
salvation this year. We prayed earnestly all week for the Holy 
Spirit to convict of sin and work in the hearts of the children. 
What a joy to see three of the kids we invited to VBS accept 
Jesus as their Saviour Thursday night!
Kamari, our nine-year-old neighbour, was among the young 
people who responded to the invitation Thursday, and he asked 
Jesus to save him! When Jed dropped him and his sister back at 
their home that night, he asked Kamari (as he had every night) 
what his favorite thing about VBS had been. 
Without hesitation, this excited young man replied, “Getting 
saved!” He then asked, “Mr. Jed, why didn’t you let me get saved 
the first night?”
(I had preached on sin and salvation all week, but waited until 
Thursday night to extend the invitation for any child that wanted 
to be saved.)

We are thankful to the Lord for His mighty hand that saves! We 
are grateful for Pastor Davidson asking us to help lead VBS! 
We appreciate each member at Maranatha Baptist Church who 
took time out of their busy week to invest in eternity.
Please continue to pray that our remaining 15% needed support 
will come in quickly. Several churches are planning to vote on 
our support this month, and we are excited to hear how the Lord 
leads them!
As we reflect on the last seventeen months of deputation, our 
hearts are filled with thanksgiving to our God for every church 
He has led us to, every individual who took time to encourage 
us, every kind nursery worker who lovingly cared for our often 
tired daughter, and for each one of you who have faithfully 
prayed for us. God truly has blessed us far beyond anything we 
could have ever imagined. Deputation has been a journey of 
faith in our God, and we believe everything we have seen God 
do is but a foretaste of what He will do in Brazil!
Thank you for investing your prayers, finances, and time into the 
people of Brazil. We are grateful you are holding the ropes for 
us as we go.

Jed, Gloria, and Eliana Duarte

Email: jedduarte@duartes2brazil.com | Phone: 704.300.2959


