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For the past several weeks, 
we have been looking at this 
passage in Acts chapter 4. In 

this text, we find that the apostles 
have been detained and brought 
before the Jewish Sanhedrin. The 
goal of the Sanhedrin was to get 
the apostles to stop propagating 
the gospel.  

The gospel is the soul-saving 
message that God wants all men 
to hear. It is the message that 
declares that Jesus Christ, God in 
the flesh, came to this earth and 
went to the cross of Calvary to pay 
for mankind’s sin debt in full; and 
if any man repents of his sin and 
trusts Jesus Christ as his personal 
Saviour, his sins are forgiven, and 
he is promised a home in Heaven. 
It is that simple, and God’s people 
are commanded to tell others.  

While the gospel message is 
simple, it is also damaging to the 
religions of men. In other words, 
it brings to naught all of men’s 
ideas about getting to Heaven. 
While we may not know the 
details about what every other 
religion teaches, they all  have 
basically the same message: “Do 
good works, and you will earn 
eternal life.” It is only biblical 
Christianity that  tells us that 
salvation is a free gift given to 
us by God through Jesus Christ 
(Ephesians 2:8-9), and all men 
have to do is simply receive it—
and we receive it by receiving 
Him—Jesus Christ! 

From this encounter in Acts 
4, we learn some wonderful 
lessons. So far, we have seen:
I. The Attention Given to 

These Men (vs. 5-7)
II. The Address Given by These 

Men (vs. 8-12)
III. The Attributes Assigned to 

These Men (vs. 13)

IV. The Attack Launched 
Against These Men   
(vs. 17-18)
This week, we will conclude 

with:  
V. The Authority Stated by 

These Men (vs. 19-20)
We read  in these verses, “But 

Peter and John answered and said 
unto them, Whether it be right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye. 
For we cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard.”

Peter and John had just been 
threatened by the Sanhedrin. 

They were told in verse 18, “And 
they called them, and commanded 
them not to speak at all nor teach 
in the name of Jesus.” While the 
Sanhedrin was not equivalent 
to the Roman Empire in their 
authority, they still had a certain 
measure of legal power. They had 
the authority over all religious 
matters with the Jews. They 
could not execute a man without 
the approval of the Roman 
government, but they had the 
power to imprison, beat, and do 
just about everything else short 
of execution. Now, they were 
commanding the apostles to 
speak the name of Jesus Christ 
no more! Notice how Peter and 
John responded, “Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken 
unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye.” Peter and John knew 
that there was a greater authority 
to answer to than the Sanhedrin, 

and that authority was God!  
The New Testament is very 

clear that government authority 
is to be upheld. We read in 
Romans 13:1-2, “Let every soul 
be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are ordained 
of God. Whosoever therefore 
resisteth the power, resisteth 
the ordinance of God: …” Then 
again, in 1 Peter 2:13, “Submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake: whether it 
be to the king, as supreme;” While 
those passages seem to be clear 
cut, as we compare Scripture 
with Scripture, we find a caveat 
to this command. When any 
authority so abuses his power 
as to command that we do 
something that violates a biblical 
principle in God’s Word, we must 
obey the higher authority—God! 
Whether that authority be the 
government, a husband, a parent, 
an employer, or a teacher, God’s 
commands override any other 
authority’s commands.  

We find several examples of 
this principle in Scripture. One 
is found in Exodus 1:17, where 
we read, “But the midwives feared 
God, and did not as the king of 
Egypt commanded them, but 
saved the men children alive.” 
The Hebrew mothers refused to 
kill their newborn boys, because 
this act is a direct violation of 
Scripture. They would have 
rather died than disobey God.  

Our rights go beyond our 
constitutional rights. They 
have been given to us by God 
Almighty! While our faith doesn’t 
cost us a whole lot right now, I 
wonder what would happen if we 
were put to the same test as the 
apostles. Would we say, “For we 
cannot but speak …”?

Ac t s  4 :5 -22  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Men’s Prayer Breakfast - 

Sat., July 10    
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Workers’ Meeting -  
Sun., July 25    
5:35 PM in the Auditorium

•	 Monthly Fellowship - 
Sun., July 25   
After the evening service in the  
Fellowship Hall

•	 Youth Camp - Mon.-Fri., 
July 26-30   
Speaker: Pastor Sam Knickerbocker
Location: The Promised Land Camp 
in Conestoga, Pennsylvania

•	 Missionary Guest Speaker 
- Sun, August 8   
Missionary Andrew Canavan to   
Ireland will be presenting his  
ministry and preaching.

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

Saturdays
Soul-Winning & Visitation at 10:00 AM

Since the mask mandate in Delaware 
has been lifted and private businesses 
no longer have to require face masks, 
Capitol Baptist Church is now leaving 

this choice up to the individual.

Weekly Events

Church Activities July 9, 2021

CAPTIONSCapitol Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church: permanent 

building solution
•	Future Church Plant
•	Landmark Baptist Tabernacle in  

Milton, DE: God’s leading for the future
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: wisdom moving 

forward; preliminary architectural plans for garage 
complete; working with site engineer

•	Katherine Betts: colitis; test results
•	Genevieve Blango: kidney stone
•	Larry Burris: cirrhosis of the liver
•	Janna Carrow: pregnancy & upcoming delivery 
•	Suzanne Cooke: total knee replacement  

surgery recovery
•	Goss & Zimmerman Families: bereavement  

- passing of Gerald Goss (father of Randy Goss &  
Teresa Zimmerman)

•	Pastor Jamey Grooms: gallbladder surgery 
recovery

•	Aleta Harris: heart transplant recovery— 
having complications

•	Nancy Hoffstein: health; in Westminster Rehab
•	John Mosemann: declining health; on long-

term hospice at home
•	Jared & Hannah Rieff: safe travels from Idaho
•	Steve Schmittinger: melanoma surgery 

recovery
•	Teresa Zimmerman: cancer; continued shrinkage 

of mass; wisdom & salvation for Dr. Podczaski
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Randy Goss
Bereavement

17 Heatherfield Way
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Randy this week, as well 
as Teresa Zimmerman, as their dad went 

home to be with the Lord on Saturday. 
Consider sending a note of encouragement!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  5 salvations

Church Services
  4 visitors

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
JED & GLORIA DUARTE - BRAZIL

April 27, 2021
Dear Prayer Partners,

Thank you for praying for Jed’s recent trip to the US. The 
original plan was for him to bring Jabez down, but due to 
some needed paperwork on the Brazilian end, the timetable 
had to be moved back. However, the short trip was by no 
means in vain as Jed was able to get recurrent with his pilot 
currency. Big shout to Jon Stanczak, director of Aero Missions 
for his many hours of instruction! Lord willing, we will fly the 
airplane down later this year. Please pray as Jed runs after 
the paperwork.

Recently, our town and the surrounding communities have 
been hit extremely hard by COVID. Many have lost their lives 
due to the lack of resources in the hospital. After a month-
long quarantine, we were elated to have Sunday school and 
regular services last week! Joy was unmistakable in the faces 
of our church family as they all sang out in praise to God 
Sunday night! Saturday, we will be hosting another youth 
outreach. Please pray many teens will come and their hearts 

will be open to receive the Gospel.

After much searching, God provided a nice rental home for 
us in Alta Floresta. We are excited to move in two months 
and begin reaching that city for Christ! It has been very 
apparent the closer we get to moving how strong Satan is 
opposing our family. We find it hard to adequately express 
in words just how much it has meant to have several of 
you recently reach out and encourage us. We are humbled 
and grateful that often in the midst of your own struggles, 
you have steadfastly remembered us in your prayers and 
literally held the ropes for us. Thank you!

“For the Lord your God is he that goeth with you, to fight 
for you against your enemies, to save you.” 
Deuteronomy 20:4

Your missionaries in Brazil,
Jed, Gloria, and Eliana Duarte

Email: totheuttermost77@gmail.com


