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It had been a long journey for 
the nation of Israel. God had 
brought His children back 

into the land from Babylonian 
captivity in order for them to 
rebuild the temple. When they 
arrived in the land, they almost 
immediately began to work. They 
began by rebuilding the altar and 
then building the foundation 
for the temple. When the 
foundation was laid, in the midst 
of rejoicing, God’s people came 
face to face with adversaries. 
These adversaries caused the 
work of the temple to cease. We 
read in Ezra 4:24, “Then ceased 
the work of the house of God 
which is at Jerusalem. So it ceased 
unto the second year of the reign 
of Darius king of Persia.” Between 
chapters 4 and 5, for what some 
commentators believe to be about 
15 years, not another brick was 
laid, not another hammer was 
swung, and not another stone 
was rolled. Not one thing was 
done to add to the foundation of 
the temple. But fast forward to 
the 15th verse of the  6th chapter 
of Ezra, and we read a remarkable 
statement. We read that “...this 
house was finished...” It was not 
only finished, but we read in the 
middle of verse 14, “...And they 
builded, and finished it, according 
to the commandment of the God 
of Israel...” In other words, they 
not only finished God’s work, but 
they also finished it God’s way! 
How did this happen amidst all 
of these circumstances? Simple—
it was a work of faith!  

The 11th chapter of the book 
of Hebrews gives us a long list of 
people that did great things for 
God. We read of people like Abel, 
who brought a more “excellent 
sacrifice;” Noah, who prepared 
an ark; and Abraham, who was 

called to go to a strange country 
and went. Although these saints 
did many different things for 
God, there was one common 
thread that ran through the life 
of all of the people—faith! You 
see, it was not the deed itself that 
pleased God, but the faith that 
produced the deed! In the middle 
of these names, we find a powerful 
statement in Hebrews 11:6, “But 
without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.” Please make 
note of the word “impossible.” 

God tells us that it is impossible 
(not “hard” or “unlikely,” but 
impossible) to please Him! We 
know that we cannot be saved 
without faith. Ephesians 2:8— 
“For by grace are ye saved through 
faith…” But we often forget that 
we also cannot live the Christian 
life in a way that is pleasing to 
God without faith.  

As we look at Ezra chapter 5, 
we can see three characteristics  
of this work of faith that God’s 
people did.  
I. Faith Responds in 

Obedience to the Word of 
God (vs. 1-2).
We read in verses 1-2, “Then 

the prophets, Haggai the prophet, 
and Zechariah the son of Iddo, 
prophesied unto the Jews that 

were in Judah and Jerusalem in 
the name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them. Then rose up 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, 
and began to build the house of 
God which is at Jerusalem: and 
with them were the prophets of 
God helping them.”  

When God’s people ceased 
working on the temple, God 
sent two prophets to them. 
Their names were Haggai and 
Zechariah. Notice two things—
what they did and how God’s 
people responded. The Bible tells 
us that they “prophesied.” Then in 
verse two, we read that the people 
“rose up” and “began to build.” The 
word “prophesied” simply means 
that they preached! They declared 
the Word of God! They heralded 
forth the Scriptures. When 
these men of God preached the 
Word of God, the people of God 
responded. When God’s people 
heard, they did! That sounds so 
simple, doesn’t it? Why do we 
make it so difficult? In Luke 6:46, 
the Lord Jesus said, “And why 
call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say?” That’s a 
powerful question!  

We say that we believe that 
the Bible is the Word of God. So 
when we read or hear something 
from the Bible, it is not man 
that is saying this, but God! And 
the Lord tells us things with the 
intent of us obeying them. So 
when we hear the Word of God 
and do not obey what we hear, 
we are not disobeying man; we 
are disobeying God. Someone 
who is living the faith life is 
someone who hears and obeys.   
It is self-deceiving to hear the 
Word of God, not obey it, and 
think that we are pleasing God 
(James 1:22)!
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•	 Sun., June 2   

Sunday School Promotion Sunday

•	 Sat., June 8    
Men’s Barbecue | 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  

•	 Sun., June 9   
54th Anniversary Sunday  

•	 Sun., June 16   
Father’s Day

•	 Sun.-Thu., June 30-July 4 
Jubilee

•	 Mon.-Fri., July 15-19 
Vacation Bible School 

•	 Mon.-Fri., August 5-9 
Youth Camp  

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities May 30, 2019

Capitol
CAPTIONS

Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer; 

lot line adjustment plans submitted to the city;  
upcoming city council meeting on Tuesday, June 11

•	HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$10,571; 
phase 3 goal–$16,000

•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA - 
seeking a pastor

•	Bobby Bible: recovery from knee injury
•	McShane Carter: health - breathing issues
•	Danny Clubb: foot surgery recovery
•	Paisley Combs: fluid around shunt to go down
•	Dot Cordeiro: recovery from bronchitis & sinus 

infection
•	Scot & Katie Daku: furlough travels -  

arriving in the States on Thursday, May 30
•	David Frye: on hospice in Dover Place
•	Dorothy Lepp: recovery from heart attack, kidney 

failure, & infection
•	John Mosemann: declining health
•	Nereida Rodriguez: recovery and rehab
•	Neva Roy: spiritual needs
•	Josue Sanchez: recovery from motorcycle accident
•	Gene Stevens: surgery recovery
•	Pat Walton: recovery from eye surgery
•	Bonnie: on hospice - Parkinson’s
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Jeanne Asa
Shut-In

147 Westminster Drive
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Jeanne, one of our shut-ins, 
this week. Consider stopping by for a visit 

or sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  4 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  4 new members

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
TOM & FRA N BRUC H I E  -  ME X ICO

January 2019 Letter Excerpts
Amados Amigos en Cristo,
The last half of 2018 was very busy, in some cases very strange, and also very 
wonderful. On a Friday in the beginning of November we had the funeral of 
Elbia, who was a very faithful member of the church in Colima and would 
have beeen 90 in December. On that Saturday, we celebrated the birthday of 
Maria Morales who turned 90.
The wonderful side of things is those who were saved and baptized and have 
been faithful to their Lord and Savior. A good number of those have been 
young people; for that we are very thankful.
On the other hand, two Baptist works have closed their door here in Colima. 
Neither was directly associated with us; one of the pastors we were good 
friends with; the other was a younger man in a small town up toward the 
volcano. I would ask that you pray for the pastors as there is a real battle 
going on. It would take more than a letter to explain, yet I suspect that the 
battle I mention is everywhere, not just Mexico. It is therefore an increasing 
burden of mine to help pastors. Sometimes money helps, but that is not the 
real need. The need is spiritual, biblical. They need encouragement. 
Along this line I will mention the Bible institute in the church in Colima. 
This last semester, I feel has been a difficult semester for the students but 
also has been one of the best for their increased burden for the lost. The next 
semester starts next week.
We had a very good meeting in Cerro this past week. The pastor, Heriberto 
Bizarro, is doing a good job. He is feeling the weight of the ministry but is 
encouraged. He works in construction to make ends meet but is able to take 
time off when he needs to. He is a young man and well able to do so. The 
church in Cerro takes care of their own needs and is able to give Heriberto 
a bit of a salary, hopefully to be increased soon, when they are able to do it. 

We pray that they will have a will to do it.
On December 9th, we have our “day of thanks” and Bro. Terry Jones came 
to preach for us. The preaching was good; the attendance was also good. I 
mention this because people come from the missions, but there was more 
of an attendance from the city than in some years past. The building was 
full, and people were standing in the back. Some of the visitors we knew, 
but many we did not. The gospel was preached, and some have come to 
Christ. Our work is never done, and days like that only make that point very 
obvious. There is a great need to preach the gospel!
In this last part of the letter, I want to mention a need we have in the 
church in Colima. I normally do not mention things this way, but the need 
is somewhat urgent. We have been renting the lot next to the church for 
parking mostly, sometimes overflow, storage, really for “whatever,” when 
we don’t fit on the church property. We have been renting it for the last ten 
years, and the owner has always wanted to sell. In December, he told us that 
by April 2019 he wants to have the lot sold. He is giving us the first option, 
but he is going to sell. We are getting the lot appraised; by next week we will 
have an official value and then will make our offer. The owner has not given 
us his asking price, but our estimate is around $1,000,000 pesos which today 
(value of the dollar changes daily) in dollars is a bit more than $57,000. The 
church has about a quarter of what we need. Please pray about this need, 
but more for the furtherance of the gospel. Worldly needs have a way of 
clouding vision. In that, we have been using and can foresee the need for the 
lot next to the church building, it is in the end superficial.

Tus Amigos en Cristo, 
Tom and Fran Bruchie

Address: Apdo. Postal. No. 235 | Colima, Col. Mexico 28000
Email: tombruchie@ymail.com


