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In Ezra chapter 7, we find 
the second stage of the 
return of the Israelites from 

Babylonian captivity. When God 
chastened the southern kingdom 
of Judah for their unrepentant 
disobedience by bringing them 
into captivity, their deportation 
from the land took place in three 
stages. The first stage took place 
in 606-605 BC, the second stage 
in 597 BC, then the third and 
final stage took place in 586 BC. 
The Jews would spend the next 
70 years in Babylonian captivity 
before God would restore them 
to the land. Like the deportation, 
the restoration took place in 
three phases as well. The first 
stage was under the leadership 
of Zerubbabel in 536 BC. About 
50,000 Jews returned to the 
land and began to rebuild the 
altar and the foundation of the 
temple. For about 20 years, this 
group labored through much 
opposition. The opposition was 
so fierce that the work stopped 
and their zeal dwindled. After 
sixteen years passed with no 
activity, God sent the prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah to preach 
to them, and the work resumed 
and eventually finished. After 
sixty more years, in 458 BC, 
a second group returned to 
Jerusalem from Babylon under 
the leadership of Ezra. This 
return is covered in our text.  

Ezra was a scribe and a priest 
who was known for his knowledge 
of the Word of God. God put in 
his heart a desire to return to 
Jerusalem. Ezra’s purpose for 
returning to Jerusalem was to 
teach the people and reinstate 
the true worship of God which 
had once again waned. From the 
story of Ezra, we learn how God 
can use one dedicated believer to 

do a mighty work! Thus far, we 
have learned from our text two 
things from Ezra’s life: 
I. The Potential of One 

(vs. 1-6)
II. The Principle He Followed 

(vs. 7-10)
This week, we will look at: 

III. The Power God Gave Him 
(vs. 27-28)
We read in these two verses, 

“Blessed be the Lord God of our 
fathers, which hath put such a 
thing as this in the king’s heart, 
to beautify the house of the Lord 
which is in Jerusalem: And hath 
extended mercy unto me before 
the king, and his counsellors, 
and before all the king’s mighty 
princes. And I was strengthened 
as the hand of the Lord my God 
was upon me, and I gathered 
together out of Israel chief men to 
go up with me.” 

Throughout this chapter, it 
is evident that the hand of the 
Lord was upon Ezra. Ezra had 
God’s power and God’s favor! We 
read in verse 6, “...according to the 
hand of the Lord his God upon 
him.” Then again in verse 28, “...as 
the hand of the Lord my God was 
upon me...” There is no doubt that 
this was a result of what we read 
in verse 10. Ezra sought the law 
of the Lord, he did the law of the 
Lord, and he taught the law of the 
Lord. Ezra’s heartfelt obedience 
to God is what brought God’s 
power in His life.  

Every believer ought to seek 
God’s power. We need God’s 
power to serve Him; we need 
God’s power to live the Christian 
life; we need God’s power if we 
are to see any eternal results. 
The Lord Jesus Christ reminded 
His disciples in John 15:5, “...for 
without me ye can do nothing.” 
Simply put, God’s power is God’s 
enablement. God’s power does 
not come to us simply by asking 
for it. If that were the case, then 
if we ask for God’s power and do 
not get it, we could blame God 
for not giving us His power. But 
God’s power comes as we yield 
ourselves to Him.  

The first church at Jerusalem 
had God’s power. We read in 
Acts 4:33, “And with great power 
gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and 
great grace was upon them all.” 
They saw much spiritual fruit as a 
church because they were yielded 
to the Lord. The apostle Paul said 
in 1 Corinthians 2:1, 4-5, “And 
I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came not with excellency of speech 
or of wisdom, declaring unto you 
the testimony of God ... And my 
speech and my preaching was 
not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power: That 
your faith should not stand in 
the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God.” Paul knew that 
the spiritual fruit that he saw in 
Corinth was not because of any 
winsome words he spoke, but a 
product of the Spirit of God.  

Ezra was yielded to God. He 
was personally right with God, 
which enabled him to be used 
of God. It is vain for any of us to 
ask for God’s power while being 
unwilling to submit to God’s 
Word.

Ezra  7 :1-10  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Thu., May 23    

Capitol Baptist School Graduation & 
Awards Ceremony - 7:00 PM

•	 Sat., May 25    
Literature Distribution in Easton, 
Maryland - We will leave the church 
at 9:00 AM & return around 2:00 PM.

•	 Mon., May 27    
Memorial Day    
Ministry Offices Closed

•	 Sun., June 2   
Sunday School Promotion Sunday

•	 Sat., June 8    
Men’s Barbecue | 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  

•	 Sun., June 9   
54th Anniversary Sunday  

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities May 23, 2019

Capitol
CAPTIONS

Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer; 

lot line adjustment plans submitted to the city;  
upcoming city council meeting on Tuesday, June 11

•	HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$10,311; 
phase 3 goal–$16,000

•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA - 
seeking a pastor

•	Amber Carmona: bad migraines
•	McShane Carter: health - breathing issues; in 

KGH
•	Danny Clubb: foot surgery recovery
•	Paisley Combs: fluid around shunt to go down
•	Scot & Katie Daku: upcoming furlough -  

arriving in the States on Thursday, May 30
•	Barbara Frye: recovery from cataract surgeries
•	David Frye: on hospice in Dover Place
•	Angela Hassler: recovering from pneumonia at 

home
•	Scott Heishman: recovering from abdominal 

issues
•	Don Kouse: recovery & rehab from multiple foot 

surgeries; neuropathy
•	Dorothy Lepp: recovery from heart attack
•	Nereida Rodriguez: recovery and rehab
•	Neva Roy: spiritual needs
•	Gene Stevens: upcoming surgery on Tuesday, May 28
•	Bonnie: on hospice - Parkinson’s
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Joe Orenshaw
Shut-In

271 Lake Shore Drive
Frederica, DE 19946

Please pray for Joe this week as he is 
unable to get out much anymore. 
Consider stopping by for a visit or 
sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  7 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
RONNIE  &  C HONA  AUT RE Y  -  DOMINIC AN R EPU BLIC

July-August 2018
Dear Friends,
We are thanking God for His blessings, for they are many.
I have begun to challenge our people concerning the importance 
of taking every opportunity that God gives them to tell others 
about Christ and His saving power for their lives. I’m challenging 
them first about their desire. Without desire, they will not seize 
the opportunity given. Secondly, we must be willing to take 
time. The moment an opportunity presents itself, we should stop 
and allow the need for that person’s eternal soul to become our 
reason for living. Lastly, we must be fearless in our effort to win 
the lost. Our mission as Christians is to see others receive Christ 
as their personal Savior. We know and understand that winning 
souls for Christ is important, but I believe that leading others to 
know Him doesn’t consume our minds the way it should. It is 
my hope that our people will be consumed with witnessing and 
reaching others for our Lord.
In August, our pastor, Rusty Smith, was visiting the DR with 
some of the members from our home church in Macon, GA. 
After preaching to a group of young people from several 
churches, we went to play golf at a nearby course. They provided 
us with a caddie whose name was Lino. Before playing, we first 
joined together to pray that God would bless our fun. On the 
fourth hole, Lino asked me if we were Christians. I told him 

we were and that Rusty and I were pastors. He shared with me 
that every time he would attend a church, he was disappointed. 
I told him that I knew what his problem was and could help him 
if he wanted. With his permission I answered, “You are going 
to church thinking that the church will give you the peace and 
joy you need in your life. You must first meet the Lord Jesus 
Christ and receive Him as your Savior. Then He will fill you with 
peace and joy that will allow you to embrace the preaching and 
teaching of God’s Word.” By the time we finished our game, Lino 
had changed his eternal home and was heaven bound! I talk with 
him often, and he hasn’t missed a service since receiving Christ. 
He recently asked me if he could attend the Bible college. Please 
keep him in your prayers.
As always, we are deeply grateful for your prayers and support 
which allow us to do the work God has given us to do here in 
the DR.

In Christ,
Ronnie & Chona Autrey
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