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In the last segment of our 
newsletter, we read in the final 
verse of our passage, “And 

there was great joy in that city.” 
The church at Jerusalem had 
experienced great persecution 
after the martyrdom of Stephen, 
and that persecution caused 
Philip to go down to the city of 
Samaria and preach the gospel to 
the Samaritans. When we come 
to verse nine, we read of Philip 
meeting a man by the name 
of Simon. It was through this 
encounter that God would teach 
the apostles a very important 
lesson. It was the lesson of 
preaching the gospel, not only 
to the Jews, but also to the 
Samaritans.  

Throughout my Christian 
life, the Lord has given me the 
privilege of coming into contact 
with some godly men that have 
greatly influenced my life. Some 
were as my pastor, and others 
were in the form of a teacher or 
instructor. Through some of these 
men, I have been influenced by 
their preaching and teaching, 
and through others, I have had 
the privilege of learning from 
them by working alongside of 
them. While I do not remember 
exactly who it was that told me 
this, one of these men gave me 
the following words of advice, 
“Always have a teachable spirit.” In 
other words, no matter how many 
educational degrees you may 
have, how many years you have 
been pastoring, or how many 
times you have read and studied 
your Bible, never get to the place 
where you think that you’ve 
learned it all. We all have room 
to grow as Christians. I thought 
that was great advice! Now, as we 
look at this text, we will see that 
the Lord was teaching Peter and 

John something very important. 
Remember, Peter and John were 
the ones who personally walked 
with the Lord Jesus Christ  during 
His earthly ministry for 3½ years. 
They were chosen by Christ to be 
apostles. These two, in particular, 
were in the “inner circle” of Peter, 
James, and John. They spoke 
personally to the Lord on many 
occasions. Yet, they still had more 
to learn!  

What are some things that we 
all can learn from this passage? 
Let’s consider first:
I. The Extent of the Gospel 

(vs. 9-13)
We read in these verses, 

“But there was a certain man, 
called Simon, which beforetime 
in the same city used sorcery, and 
bewitched the people of Samaria, 

giving out that himself was some 
great one: To whom they all gave 
heed, from the least to the greatest, 
saying, This man is the great power 
of God. And to him they had 
regard, because that of long time he 
had bewitched them with sorceries. 
But when they believed Philip 
preaching the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, and the name 
of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women. Then Simon 
himself believed also: and when he 
was baptized, he continued with 
Philip, and wondered, beholding 
the miracles and signs which were 
done.”

When Philip was in Samaria, 
he met a man whose name was 

Simon. Simon was a man who 
engaged in sorcery and bewitched 
the people (vs. 9). Sorcery is the 
practice of witchcraft, magic, 
divination, and enchanting. This 
ungodly practice was something 
that we find amongst the 
heathen throughout the Bible. 
Those that engage in this would 
study astrology, philosophy, and 
medicine. They would contact 
the dead and foretell the future.  

Now, the Bible is very clear 
that any form of involvement in 
this type of spiritism is strictly 
forbidden. Today, and especially 
around Halloween, people make 
light of things like witches, ghosts, 
spirits, magic, Ouija boards, 
and palm reading. They try to 
pass them off as “innocent” and 
“harmless,” but the truth of the 
matter is, they are not harmless. 
The Word of God commands us 
to abstain from any involvement 
in these activities (Leviticus 19:26, 
19:31, 20:1-7; Deuteronomy 18:9-
14; Ephesians 5:11).

Several years back, according 
to an organization called 
“Religious Tolerance,” the fastest 
growing religion in America 
at the time was Paganism, 
and every thirty months, their 
number doubles. These groups 
have targeted our youth. They 
introduce these things and 
indoctrinate our children at an 
earlier and earlier age. These 
things start off seemingly 
innocent, but they lead down 
the path to Satanism. One of the 
most popular children’s series 
was the Harry Potter book series. 
We must be very careful what we 
allow our children to read and 
watch. How did Philip deal with 
these people who were involved 
in these things? We’ll see in the 
next issue!

Acts  8 :9 -25  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Mother’s Day -   

Sun., May 8
 › Every mother in attendance will 
receive a special gift!

•	 Special Meeting -  
Sun.-Wed., May 8-11
 › Guest Speaker: Brian McBride
 › Usual service schedule on Sunday
 › 7:00 PM services Monday-Wednesday

•	 Men’s Prayer Breakfast - 
Sat., May 14
 › At 8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 CBS Graduations & P.A.C. 
- Thu., May 26
 › At 7:00 PM in the Auditorium
 › High School & Kindergarten  
Graduations, 4th Quarter P.A.C.

•	 Family Camp -   
Thu.-Sat., June 2-4
 › Pricing and details are available at 
the Welcome Center.

 › Sign up if you plan to attend!

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

Saturdays
Soul-Winning & Visitation at 10:00 AM

Since there is currently no general
indoor mask mandate in Delaware,

Capitol Baptist Church is leaving 
this choice up to the individual.
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: permit approval
•	Larry Burris: liver cancer
•	Calandra Caldwell: baby delivery recovery
•	Aaron Curtis: foot injury recovery
•	Daku Family: preparation for return to the field 

on Tuesday, June 14 (last Sunday at CBC, May 29); 
pray for their container to arrive safely and on time

•	Betty Dooley: hip replacement surgery recovery, 
upcoming stent placement surgery on May 4

•	Jim Dunn: fluid in lungs
•	Emily Heishman: heart appointment on May 17; 

foot surgery in May
•	Hinman Family: bereavement - passing of Rick
•	Fran Horne: intestinal blockage; health; hernia 

surgery on May 27
•	Robert Jarvis: cancerous polyps; in Eden Hill Rehab
•	Jennifer Madlangbayan: kidney transplant 

surgery recovery
•	Pablo Madlangbayan: fighting Covid in 

Guam, 96-years-old and not saved
•	Debbie Moore: eye surgery on Thursday, May 5
•	Ottosen Family: safe return to the States on 

Tuesday, May 17; Cherith - back pain
•	Bonnie Peterson: failing health
•	Frency Ramos: surgery recovery (tonsillectomy)
•	Madeline Rebert: in rehab after a fall
•	Kay Robutka: surgery recovery
•	Teresa Zimmerman: cancer; shrinkage of mass; 

wisdom for treatment, seeing some new doctors soon
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Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  Praise the Lord for several good 
  visits in our Odessa soul-winning!

Church Services
  3 visitors

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
Scott & Marilee Norman - Furlough Replacement

March 2022 (Excerpts)
“I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 
Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever. Great is 
the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.” Psalm 
145:1-3
In our last prayer letter, we mentioned to you that our support level was 
at 80%. Things have changed a bit, and now our support level is at 79%. 
During the month of March, one of our supporting churches dropped our 
support altogether, citing dwindling numbers and Covid-related fears. 
Another church has been forced to reduce our support by half. This second 
church is going through some fiery trials right now, and I would ask you to 
pray for them. … We praise the Lord for new support. The blow of dropped 
support was not as severe as it could have been, because we have two new 
supporters. … To God be the glory, great things He hath done!
We began the month (March 2-6) in Asheboro, NC, where we participated 
in a mission’s conference hosted by  Fayetteville Street Baptist Church. We 
want to thank Randy Browder and his people for allowing us to come and 
be a part of this wonderful conference. I had the opportunity to preach 
the opening Wednesday service. On Friday morning, I had the privilege 
of preaching in both elementary and high school chapels. On Friday 
night, I presented our mission work and shared our burden. It was a great 
conference, and we enjoyed the fellowship so much.
On March 10, I had the opportunity to fill the pulpit at Lighthouse Baptist 
Church in Washington, NC. Pastor Brian Alphin was on vacation. What a 
blessing it was to fill in for the pastor of one of our supporting churches.
The weekend of March 11-13, I had the privilege of being with Lighthouse 
Baptist Church in Welcome, NC, to attend a men’s retreat. It was a blessing 

to see so many men in attendance. It was a joy to join my son-in-law and 
grandson for this edifying weekend. On Sunday, we had the privilege of 
seeing a missionary family be commissioned by Lighthouse Baptist. Please 
pray for Taylor and Lynsey Cranfill, church planters to Chicago.
I had the opportunity to spend Tuesday morning, March 15, at Fellowship 
Baptist Church in Clayton, NC, and help with their annual spring fundraiser 
for their radio station. It was a good time of fellowship, and I was able to use 
my “radio voice” that everyone says I have.
On March 27, I preached at Concord Bible Church in Concord, NC. I was 
filling in for Pastor Tom Sandquist, who has recently been diagnosed with a 
spinal lesion that could eventually lead to paralysis. Please pray for Brother 
Sandquist and for Concord Bible Church. The church has asked me to fill 
the pulpit beginning May 29 through July 31. During this time, Pastor 
Sandquist will be on a medical sabbatical and is hoping to have surgery 
during this time. We have agreed and would covet your prayers as we try to 
help this hurting church.
Continue to pray for us as we prepare ourselves to relieve missionaries Roger 
and Elizabeth Workman at the end of September. Please join us in praying 
for a successful time on the island of Tinian.
Pray that our support level will increase. Again, we are not worried, but we 
do ask that you partner with us in prayer and ask God to get our support 
well past 80%. God is all-sufficient, and we are trusting Him. Thank you for 
your prayers, your support, and your encouragement! 

Sincerely in Christ,
Scott and Marilee Norman

Email: scottleenorman@gmail.com

Jim Dunn
Health

37 Stevens Street
Camden, DE 19934

Please pray for Jim this week, as he has
had some fluid in his lungs and had a 
procedure to remove the fluid today. 

Consider sending a note of encouragement!


