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For the past few weeks, 
we have been looking at 
this great paradox of the 

Christian life, “great persecution, 
great joy.” Here in Acts chapter 
eight, we find the church at 
Jerusalem experiencing “great 
persecution.” Persecution was 
not foreign to the first-century 
church. As a matter of fact, as 
early as Acts chapter four, we 
read that the priests, the captain 
of the temple, and the Sadducees 
“… laid hands on them, and put 
them in hold unto the next day 
…” Then, in Acts 5:17-18, we 
read, “Then the high priest rose 
up, and all they that were with 
him, (which is the sect of the 
Sadducees,) and were filled with 
indignation, And laid their hands 
on the apostles, and put them in 
the common prison.” Persecution 
was a frequent occurrence—but 
this did not surprise them, for 
the Lord Himself, during His 
earthly ministry, told them that 
it would be this way. We read in 
John 15:18-20, “If the world hate 
you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you. If ye were of 
the world, the world would love his 
own: but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you. Remember the word 
that I said unto you, The servant 
is not greater than his lord. If they 
have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you; if they have kept my 
saying, they will keep yours also.”  

When we get to Acts  chapter 
eight, however, we find the 
persecution intensifying. They 
are now experiencing “great 
persecution”—but whether it be 
persecution or great persecution, 
if handled correctly, the result 
will be the same—“great joy.” 
How can this be? The answer is 

in our text.  
So far, we have seen: 

I. The Plan of God 
II. The Persecution of God’s 

People (vs. 1-3)
This week, we will conclude 

with: 
III. The Propagation of the 

Gospel (vs. 4-8)
We read in these verses, 

“Therefore they that were 
scattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word. Then Philip 
went down to the city of Samaria, 
and preached Christ unto them. 
And the people with one accord 
gave heed unto those things which 
Philip spake, hearing and seeing 
the miracles which he did. For 
unclean spirits, crying with loud 
voice, came out of many that were 
possessed with them: and many 
taken with palsies, and that were 
lame, were healed. And there was 
great joy in that city.” 

God’s plan has always been 
the same, and that is that all 
men would be saved! We read 
in 1 Timothy 2:3-4, “For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour; Who will have 
all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.” 
But whatever God ordains, Satan 
opposes, and the devil is hard at 
work trying to thwart God’s plan. 
The apostle Paul was well aware 
of this spiritual battle that we are 
in. We read in 1 Thessalonians 
2:18, “Wherefore we would have 

come unto you, even I Paul, once 
and again; but Satan hindered 
us.” Then in 1 Corinthians 16:9, 
“For a great door and effectual 
is opened unto me, and there 
are many adversaries.” Yet, one 
of the things that brings us the 
greatest joy is when God gives 
us the victory through these 
spiritual battles. This is what we 
see here in Acts 8. The church 
experienced great persecution, 
which caused God’s people to 
be scattered abroad—yet, they 
continued fulfilling God’s plan. 
Instead of stopping God’s people, 
the persecution stimulated God’s 
people. It caused them to become 
even more fervent in fulfilling 
God’s plan. This reminds me 
of what we read in Exodus 1:12 
when the Israelites were being 
persecuted by the Egyptians, 
“But the more they afflicted them, 
the more they multiplied and grew 
…”  

Philip left Jerusalem and went 
down to Samaria and preached 
Christ to them, and when he 
did so, a great revival took place! 
Many people came to know 
Christ as their personal Saviour. 
Then, in verse 8, we read, “And 
there was great joy in that city.”  

When I was growing up, I 
played on several sports teams, 
and anyone that has played on 
a sports team knows that one of 
the most joyful times is when you 
win a game or a match in which 
there was a great struggle. That 
struggle and subsequent win 
made the win so much sweeter! 
When we are doing God’s will, we 
will inevitably face trouble, trials, 
and even persecution, but as we 
trust God and move forward by 
faith, the victories that God gives 
us bring forth great joy every 
single time!

Acts  8 :1 -8  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Soul-Winning in Odessa 

- Sat., April 23
 › Meet at the church at 9:00 AM.
 › Soul-winning to begin preparation 
for our next church plant!

•	 Mommies & Ministry 
Meeting - Fri, May 6
 › For CBC mothers of young children
 › At the Moores’ home at 7:00 PM

•	 Mother’s Day -   
Sun., May 8

•	 Special Meeting -  
Sun.-Wed., May 8-11
 › Guest Speaker: Brian McBride
 › Regular service schedule on Sunday
 › 7:00 PM services Monday-Wednesday

•	 Men’s Prayer Breakfast - 
Sat., May 14
 › At 8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 CBS Graduations & P.A.C. 
- Thu., May 26
 › At 7:00 PM in the Auditorium
 › High School & Kindergarten  
Graduations, 4th Quarter P.A.C.

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

Saturdays
Soul-Winning & Visitation at 10:00 AM

Since there is currently no general
indoor mask mandate in Delaware,

Capitol Baptist Church is leaving 
this choice up to the individual.
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: permit approval & 

settlement on house on Friday
•	Larry Burris: liver cancer
•	Calandra Caldwell: upcoming baby delivery 

(due May 3, high risk pregnancy)
•	Aaron Curtis: foot injury recovery
•	Daku Family: preparation for return to the field 

on Tuesday, June 14 (last Sunday at CBC, May 29); 
pray for their container to ship this month

•	Betty Dooley: hip replacement surgery recovery, 
upcoming stent placement surgery on May 4

•	Brenda Ensley: surgery recovery
•	Kenneth Hall: hospitalized with heart infection
•	Emily Heishman: heart appointment on May 17; 

foot surgery in May
•	Fran Horne: intestinal blockage; health; hernia 

surgery on May 27
•	Robert Jarvis: cancerous polyps; in KGH
•	Madlangbayan Family: Freddie’s father  

fighting Covid in Guam, 96-years-old and not saved
•	Ottosen Family: safe return to the States on 

May 17; Cherith - back pain
•	Bonnie Peterson: failing health
•	Frency Ramos: surgery recovery (tonsillectomy)
•	Josue Sanchez: knee surgery recovery 
•	Mary Walton & Family: bereavement - sudden 

passing of her brother
•	Teresa Zimmerman: cancer; shrinkage of mass; 

wisdom/salvation for Dr. Podczaski (appt. on April 26)
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Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  7 salvations

Church Services
  34 visitors

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
Jewish Missions - John & Dixie Sasser

January/February 2022
“And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was 
winter.” John 10:22
“Chaq Sameach” is one of the best phrases to use when passing 
out gospel tracts to Jewish people. The word “Chaq” means 
holiday, and “Sameach” means happy; literally translated, it 
means “Happy Holidays.” Of course, this only works when it is a 
holiday, such as Hanukkah, Purim, Passover, and so on. We used 
this a lot when my son and I went down to Miami for the Jewish 
holiday of Hanukkah back in December of 2021. Hanukkah has 
several names; it can be referred to as the Festival of Lights or 
the Feast of Dedication. This is a very appropriate name, because 
that is what we were doing; we were sharing the True Light of 
the World with those sitting in darkness. This was the second 
time we had gone down to Miami for Hanukkah. Miami has a 
very large and scattered Jewish population, which has made it a 
challenge trying to find the best area to evangelize. However, we 
did find some very good places to distribute literature and speak 
with Jewish people one-on-one. Though we had some that were 
opposed to us, we found many that were open and very receptive.
Our schedule for the last couple of months has been a little slow, 
which is typical for November, December, and January. Thank 

the Lord, the next few months, we will be busy. This spring, we 
will be preaching several Passover Demonstrations. It is amazing 
how the modern-day Passover pictures the death, burial, and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. “Purge out therefore the 
old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For 
even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep 
the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice 
and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth.” 1 Corinthians 5:7-8
This year, Purim will be celebrated on March 16 and 17. Please be 
in much prayer for us; Lord willing, we will be heading up to New 
York City for some street evangelism in the Jewish areas.
Please continue to pray for our son Daniel and his wife Elizabeth 
as they are expecting our grandson the end of April. The rest of 
the family is doing well.
Thank you for your faithful support and prayers for the ministry 
that the Lord has called us to.

The Sassers
Missionaries to the Jewish People

Email: johnsasser@cleaninter.net

Frency Ramos
Surgery Recovery

384 Mayberry Lane
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Frency this week, as she 
recovers from a tonsillectomy. Consider 

sending her a note of encouragement!


