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After completing the altar 
and the foundation of 
the temple, the Jews that 

returned to Jerusalem after their 
70-year captivity ceased working. 
Since the time that they began 
the work of rebuilding the temple, 
the returned remnant faced much 
resistance from the adversaries of 
God. They faced so much resistance 
that when Ezra chapter 4 ends, we 
read, “Then ceased the work of the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem. 
So it ceased unto the second year of 
the reign of Darius king of Persia.” 
When chapter 5 begins, we read, 
“Then the prophets, Haggai the 
prophet, and Zechariah the son of 
Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that 
were in Judah and Jerusalem in the 
name of the God of Israel, even unto 
them.” 

God did not stand by idly 
when His children forsook 
His work. Instead, He sent two 
prophets to preach to them and 
stir their hearts so that the work on 
God’s house might resume.  

In the book of Haggai, we 
find one of the messages that was 
delivered to God’s people. From 
Haggai’s message, we learn of some 
reasons that God’s people stopped 
working. So far, we have looked at: 
I. The Method of God (vs. 1)

God used preaching to stir up 
the hearts of His people. Last week, 
we began to consider:   
II. The Message from God 

(Haggai 1:2-10)
Haggai’s message to the Jews 

revealed three spiritual problems 
that the Jews had. We saw last 
week that: 

A. They lost their sense of 
urgency (vs. 2-3).

This week, we’ll see the second 
and third spiritual problems: 

B. They lost sight of eternity 
(vs. 4-5). 

We read in these verses, “Is it 
time for you, O ye, to dwell in your 
cieled houses, and this house lie 
waste? Now therefore thus saith the 
Lord of hosts; Consider your ways.”

What a convicting question 
that Haggai poses to the people.  
No work had been done on the 
temple for about 15 years. The 
foundation that had been laid 
was never built upon. It was 
lying there just wasting away. But 
ironically, the Jews were living 
in luxurious houses. They were 
putting additions on their houses, 
making improvements to their 
homes, while God’s house lay 
wasting away. Haggai tells us that 
they were living in “cieled houses.” 

This was a very expensive amenity 
that they were putting on their 
walls, like the wainscoting that we 
use today. Their concern for God 
and His house was non-existent. 
This is a problem! 

We read in Colossians 3:1-
3, “If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God. Set your affection on 
things above, not on things on the 
earth. For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God.”  
Certainly, there is nothing wrong 
with owning nice things. There 
is nothing sinful about having a 

nice home. But when our earthly 
possessions are more important 
than the things of God, then we 
have lost sight of eternity. If we 
can spend all of this time and 
money putting additions on our 
own homes, fixing things that are 
broken, making things look nice 
and presentable (which we should 
do), yet we do not have the same 
concern and care for God’s house 
and God’s work, then something is 
drastically wrong with us!  

There was a third spiritual 
problem with the returned 
remnant: 

C. They failed to link 
the spiritual with the 
temporal (vs. 6-7, 9-11). 

“Ye have sown much, and 
bring in little; ye eat, but ye have 
not enough; ye drink, but ye are not 
filled with drink; ye clothe you, but 
there is none warm; and he that 
earneth wages earneth wages to put 
into a bag with holes. Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts; Consider your 
ways.” Then in verse 9, “Ye looked 
for much, and, lo, it came to little; 
and when ye brought it home, I did 
blow upon it. Why? saith the Lord 
of hosts. Because of mine house that 
is waste, and ye run every man unto 
his own house.”  

Notice what their lives were 
like. They sowed much, but 
brought in little; they ate, but were 
still hungry; they drank, but were 
never filled. They could never 
seem to get warm no matter how 
much clothing they put on. They 
made money, but could never 
seem to make ends meet. All of 
this was connected to the fact that 
they were neglecting God’s house! 
What a powerful message this is 
for all of us!

Ezra  4 :24-5 :1 ;  Hag gai  1 :1 -15  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Sat., April 13    

Men’s Prayer Breakfast   
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Sat., April 20    
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting  
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

•	 Sun., April 21   
Resurrection Sunday

•	 Mon.-Fri., April 22-26  
Capitol Baptist School Spring Break

•	 Wed., April 24   
Missionary Jason Ottosen preaching

•	 Fri., May 17   
SMS Men’s Quartet Sacred Concert 
7:00 PM in the Auditorium

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities April 11, 2019

Capitol
CAPTIONS

Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer; 

lot line adjustment plans submitted to the city;  
upcoming city council meeting on Tuesday, May 14

•	HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$8,363; 
phase 3 goal–$16,000

•	Pastor’s Upcoming Travels &   
Preaching Engagements

•	Joanne Bible: dental surgery (phase 2) recovery
•	Charlotte Bird: recovery from ankle injury
•	Faith Brough: total knee replacement surgery 

recovery & rehab
•	Scot & Katie Daku: upcoming furlough in June; 

Katie’s finger surgery/recovery (cut tendon)
•	Jim Dunn: health
•	Debbie Edwards: MRI results 
•	Larry Engle: heart surgery recovery
•	Jack Evans: rehab from hip replacement surgery
•	David Frye: health
•	Todd Hassler: upcoming biopsy
•	Justine Knickerbocker: safe baby delivery
•	Don Kouse: third foot surgery recovery/rehab
•	Cherith Ottosen: recovery from c-section 
•	Cindy Prange: neck pain; nerve ablation on  

Friday, April 19 
•	Steve Raab: MRI results
•	Nereida Rodriguez: recovery and rehab
•	Joanne Thompson: heart surgery recovery
•	Josh Wagar Family: immigration hearing  

appeal to Supreme Court of Micronesia
•	Stephanie Wesco: benign masses on liver
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Todd Hassler
Upcoming Health Tests

P.O. Box 283
Kenton, DE 19955

Please pray for Todd this week and over 
the coming weeks as he undergoes some 
health tests and awaits results. Consider 

sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  4 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation; 1 baptism

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
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Dear Praying Friends,
Offering thanksgiving unto the Lord for the wonderful blessings which 
we have enjoyed in recent days, we have stepped into the new year with 
increasing expectation.
Labors in India: Criss-crossing the states of southern India during the 
months of November and December, I found myself grateful for the Lord’s 
divine providence. On one hand, I departed from the coast of Andhra 
Pradesh just before a cyclone came ashore. On the other, I soon thereafter 
traveled to Kerala on the opposite coast where many were still recovering 
from another cyclone that had not long before swept through that region. 
Yes ... two separate cyclones. I was able to labor in both regions and stay 
clear of the storms. Of course, I had no prior knowledge of them when 
I planned my journeys, but the Lord graciously allowed us to fulfill our 
schedules unhindered.
Many churches in India begin special Christmas meetings in homes very 
early in December. What a joy to be with God’s people during this season 
of the year! We were also glad for the opportunity to preach and teach in 
several Bible colleges during November and December. It was a special 
privilege to speak in a conference that was hosted by a strong Baptist church 
in Vishakapatnam as well as be with another strong congregation in that 
same city.
Recently, the government of India passed legislation which grants 
numerous agencies the power to monitor any communication, whether it 
be by cell phone or computer. The law further insists that upon demand 
by these agencies, an individual must both deliver any such devices into 
their possession and fully cooperate with needed assistance to gain access 
to all files. Non-compliance is punishable by seven years of imprisonment. 

Although we have no doubt that the government has been monitoring 
communication as they might desire, the authorities in power are now 
raising a heavy hand. 
Tidings from China: Our daughter Rachel and her husband remained 
incredibly busy during the holiday season at the school where they are 
teaching in China. Among so many other responsibilities, Rachel oversees 
the music department. It was her responsibility to organize and conduct the 
Christmas program. As we watched a brief segment of the presentation via 
internet, which included an arrangement of “We Three Kings,” we offered 
prayer that some of those very children who sang in the choral group would 
be among inquiring hearts in the Far East who will turn their eyes toward 
the Child who was born to be the Savior of the world ... perhaps even as 
they reflected upon the powerful words of that very Christmas song which 
declares Him to be “King and God and Sacrifice.” Rachel and her husband 
have shown much wisdom in the manner in which they both teach and sow 
seeds of truth.
Arrival of Peyton James: Just before leaving for India, we were able to be 
present when Peyton James Snyder made his grand entrance on the second 
of November ... 8 pounds, 12 ounces! We are rejoicing with Elizabeth, Mark, 
and his big (two-year old) sister Paisley.
Thank you for your continuing prayers and support! Your thoughtfulness 
toward us provides much encouragement as we enter another year of labor 
in Southeast Asia. Please pray for our upcoming days in Myanmar (Burma). 
Much preparation is going into this project.

Because of HIM, William Jeffcoat
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