Capitol Baptist
CAPTIONS

Church Activities
• Sat., April 13				
Men’s Prayer Breakfast			
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall
• Sat., April 20				
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting		
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall
• Sun., April 21			
Resurrection Sunday
• Mon.-Fri., April 22-26		
Capitol Baptist School Spring Break
• Wed., April 24			
Missionary Jason Ottosen preaching
• Fri., May 17			
SMS Men’s Quartet Sacred Concert
7:00 PM in the Auditorium

Weekly Events

Sunday
Early Service			
Sunday School		
Morning Service
Choir Practice
Missionary Prayer Time
Evening Service		

8:30 AM
9:45 AM
11:00 AM
4:30 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM

Tuesday
Ladies’ Ministry		

6:30 PM

Wednesday
Teen Meeting		
Bible Study & Prayer		

6:15 PM
7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
Wednesday			
3:30 PM
Saturday		
10:00 AM

April 4, 2019
When the Work of God Ceases - Part 2

E z ra 4 : 2 4 - 5 : 1 ; Hag g ai 1 : 1 - 1 5 | Pa st o r T. H . Mo o re

W

hen the children of
Israel returned to the
Promised Land after their 70year Babylonian Captivity, they
immediately began working
on the temple. They began by
rebuilding the altar and then
continued on to the foundation
of the temple. When chapter 3 of
Ezra concludes, we find that the
foundation of the temple was laid,
and the people were rejoicing.
But in chapter 4 of Ezra, God’s
people encountered adversaries.
These adversaries used several
means to try to stop the children
of Israel from rebuilding the
temple. By the time chapter 4
ends, the adversaries succeeded.
The children of Israel “ceased the
work of the house of God…” (Ezra
4:24), and God was not pleased.
So when Ezra chapter 5 begins,
God sends two prophets, Haggai
and Zechariah, to the Israelites to
preach to them so that they might
resume the work on the temple.
Preaching is God’s primary
method of reaching the hearts of
His people. The apostle Paul told
Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:2, “Preach
the word; be instant in season, out
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all longsuffering and doctrine.”
It is through the preaching of
the Word of God that God stirs
people’s hearts to serve Him.
So far in this passage, we have
seen:
I.

The Method of God (vs. 1)
This week, let’s consider:

II. The Message from God
(Haggai 1:2-10)
We read the message of
Haggai in verses 2-10 of Haggai
chapter 1, which reads in part,

“Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts,
saying, This people say, The time is
not come, the time that the Lord’s
house should be built. Then came
the word of the Lord by Haggai
the prophet, saying, Is it time for
you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled
houses, and this house lie waste?
Now therefore thus saith the Lord
of hosts; Consider your ways.”
Whenever you see a Christian
that has stopped serving God, or a
Christian that is no longer involved
in the work of God, understand
that before that ever happens,
something has already occurred
in their heart. Something or
someone has discouraged them, or
sidetracked them, or stolen their
heart affection, which resulted in
ceasing to work for God. Here

in these verses, God reveals to
us what was really happening in
the hearts of these people. We see
three spiritual problems, and we
will look at the first one this week.
A. They lost their sense of
urgency (vs. 2-3).
The people said, “The time is
not come, the time that the Lord’s
house should be built.” In other
words, they were saying, “Although
God told us to leave Babylon, come
back to Jerusalem, and rebuild the
temple; although I know that needs
to be done, and we are going to do
it; it’s just not a good time right
now!” Lost people often use this
excuse. They’ll say to the soulwinner that has just presented the

gospel to them, “I know I’ve sinned
against God; I know I need to be
saved, but it’s really not a good time
right now.” But the Bible says in 2
Corinthians 6:2, “...behold, now is
the accepted time; behold, now is
the day of salvation.”
Christians use this excuse
too! They’ll say, “I know people
are dying and going to hell, and
that we are commanded to give
the gospel to them, and I want to,
but it’s just not a good time for me
right now.” Christians know that
we need help around the church;
they know we need bus workers
and Sunday school teachers; and
they want to help, but it’s just not
a good time for them right now.
If we would simply just get a hold
of the one word: NOW! We read
in Romans 13:11-12, “And that,
knowing the time, that now it is
high time to awake out of sleep: for
now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed. The night is far
spent, the day is at hand…”
Many Christians have a great
desire to do things for God—but
now is not a good time. They’ll say
things like, “Just as soon as I finish
working this overtime,” or “Just
as soon as I finish these projects
around my house,” or, “Just as
soon as I work out something in
my personal life, then I’ll get busy
for God.” The problem for many
Christians is that then never
comes. There is always something
else that they have to do, some
other task that they must take care
of, some other personal problem
that they have to work through.
But the truth of the matter is, now
is all that we have.
May God help us to stop
making excuses, and start serving
our Lord and Savior, today!
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Easton Baptist Church
First State Baptist Church
Future Church Plant
Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer;
lot line adjustment plans submitted to the city;
upcoming city council meeting this month
HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$8,161;
phase 3 goal–$16,000
Pastor’s Upcoming Travels & 		
Preaching Engagements
Barrows Family: bereavement - passing of Ruth;
memorial service at the church on Saturday, April 6 at 11:00 AM
Joanne Bible: dental surgery (phase 2) recovery
Charlotte Bird: recovery from ankle injury
Faith Brough: total knee replacement surgery
recovery & rehab
Scot & Katie Daku: upcoming furlough in June
Jim Dunn: health
Debbie Edwards: MRI results
Larry Engle: heart surgery recovery
Jack Evans: hip replacement surgery recovery/rehab
David Frye: health
Todd Hassler: upcoming biopsy
Baby Kit William Jarvis: heart surgery recovery
Justine Knickerbocker: safe baby delivery
Don Kouse: third foot surgery recovery/rehab
Cherith Ottosen: recovery from c-section
Steve Raab: MRI results
Nereida Rodriguez: recovery and rehab
Joanne Thompson: heart surgery recovery
Josh Wagar Family: immigration hearing
appeal to Supreme Court of Micronesia

“S

on”-shine

Corner

Joanne Bible
Dental Surgery Recovery
519 West Denneys Road
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Joanne this week as she
recovers from her dental surgery, phase 2.
Consider sending a note of encouragement!

Harvest
from
Heaven
Church Services
8 visitors
Soul-Winning/Discipleship

5 salvations
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From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
HEPHZIBAH HOUSE - WINONA LAKE, INDIANA

March 2019 Prayer Letter (Excerpts)
Warm Christian Greetings! At our latitude in Indiana, we may have
frigid winters, or they may be relatively mild. This winter is becoming what
I call an “old fashioned winter,” with lots of snow and cold temperatures.
As always, we pray that our bees in the ministry apiary survive the weather
extremes.
Please pray for Alisha and Immy, two girls who are new to our
student census. When a child attends a church camp, she is asked to forsake
friends, electronic gadgets, etc. for about a week. This can allow the Holy
Spirit to work in her heart without the profound distractions of those
things. (Because the myriads of distractions are absent, such a youngster
may make heartfelt decisions in her spiritual life during that time. After all,
without such distractions, she is more likely to HEAR the still, small voice
of the Spirit.) Hephzibah House is like camp in the sense that wrong friends,
negative activities, and captivating electronic gadgets are removed from a
girl’s life. However, this change is not just for a week. It is for her entire
stay. Such an unencumbered heart is much more likely to respond to the
Lord, though there is NO guarantee of success. Conversion, and every step
of the Christian experience, is a voluntary assent to the subtle and sublime
pleadings of the Holy Spirit. We do always pray each girl will allow the
Father to “draw” her precious soul to Himself, but we also have to pray that
the citadel of her stubborn will will be softened by her OWN choice. Only
this will allow her to respond to the sweet Lord and cry out for salvation and
forgiveness.
This process is greatly complicated when a girl has mumbled the
“sinner’s prayer” without true repentance or conviction in her past, perhaps
as a small child. When, subsequent to those empty words, she lives like a
devil, has no regard for the Lord, and is perfectly willing to be perverse in
her life, she is “assured” of her salvation by well-meaning loved ones. This is

not helpful to her true spiritual need for the miracle of authentic salvation.
If the Holy Spirit of God does not whisper conviction or assurance to a
human heart, there is a serious problem in that person’s relationship with
God.
In the loving, secure, and structured environment of our work, it is
more difficult for a child to act as a believer when she is not, because she
is under regular supervision. Sinful habits and responses that can be more
easily masked in “polite society,” will manifest themselves with such close
oversight. We are glad to teach domestic skills, encourage each in school
work, promote character development, etc., but we are most concerned
with each soul! We thank the Lord for each precious girl who embraces the
Lord through true salvation, and we love to see the evidence of that miracle
when the precious Holy Spirit starts ridding her of dominating, sinful habit
patterns and begins the development of His new attributes of life in Christ
in her life.
One will never come to Christ until SHE is convinced she is lost!
Please pray that each of our precious girls will see her true spiritual condition
while she is with us. (Revelation 3:17) Unfortunately, being thoroughly
deceived about one’s spiritual condition can last up until the judgment day.
(Matthew 7:21) Please covenant to pray with us for every precious soul in
residence, that she would truly experience the miracle of salvation, and then
go on to become a “handmaiden of the Lord.”
As of this writing, we have received $42,538.42 from God’s people,
designated for the New Addition in which our girls and staff will assemble
Scriptures. We need $80,000 to begin this much needed project.
Cordially yours in Christ, Pastor Ron Williams
Address: 508 School Street | Winona Lake, IN 46590
Phone: 574.269.2376 | Email: hephzibah@hephzibahhouse.org

