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The book of Nehemiah is a 
book about the rebuilding 
of the walls of Jerusalem. 

Almost 100 years had past since 
the first group of Jews returned 
to Israel under the leadership 
of Zerubbabel, after the 70-year 
Babylonian captivity. During 
this time, the temple had been 
completed, but the people were 
persecuted by their adversaries 
and unable to rebuild the wall 
of the city, which was a very 
essential means of protection. 
Nehemiah, a Jew who was born 
in Babylon, was impressed of 
God to return to Jerusalem and 
lead the people to rebuild the 
walls.  

Here in chapter 5, God’s 
people were in the midst of 
rebuilding the walls, when they 
experienced a dearth (famine). 
Because of this famine, some had 
to mortgage their land in order 
to survive. Others had to borrow 
money to pay their taxes. Others 
were selling their children to be 
servants in order to buy food. 
But the one thing that Nehemiah 
saw that angered him was that 
God’s people were lending their 
brethren money and charging 
them high interest rates. This 
was a direct violation of God’s 
law. We read in Leviticus 25:35-
39, “And if thy brother be waxen 
poor, and fallen in decay with 
thee; then thou shalt relieve him: 
yea, though he be a stranger, or a 
sojourner; that he may live with 
thee. Take thou no usury of him, 
or increase: but fear thy God; 
that thy brother may live with 
thee. Thou shalt not give him thy 
money upon usury, nor lend him 
thy victuals for increase. I am the 
Lord your God, which brought 
you forth out of the land of Egypt, 
to give you the land of Canaan, 

and to be your God. And if thy 
brother that dwelleth by thee be 
waxen poor, and be sold unto 
thee; thou shalt not compel him 
to serve as a bondservant:”   

When Nehemiah learned 
of what the people were doing, 
it angered him, and Nehemiah 
revealed to them what their root 
problem was: They did not fear 
God!  

So far, we saw:    
I. The Condition of God’s 

People (vs. 1-8) 
II. The Cause of This 

Condition (vs. 9a)  
III. The Consequence of the 

Actions (vs. 9b)

This week, let’s consider this 
final thought: 
IV. The Call to God’s People  

(vs. 15-19)  
We read in verse 15, “But 

the former governors that had 
been before me were chargeable 
unto the people, and had taken 
of them bread and wine, beside 
forty shekels of silver; yea, even 
their servants bare rule over the 
people: but so did not I, because 
of the fear of God.”  

In verses 8-12, Nehemiah 
rebuked the Jews for their sinful 
behavior. Thank God that the 
Jews responded appropriately to 
Nehemiah’s rebuke. They did not 
get mad; they did not complain; 
they did not make excuses for 
their actions; they realized that 
what they were doing was wrong, 
and they began to make things 

right. They restored people’s 
lands, olive yards, and houses 
that they had taken. They even 
restored the interest (usury) that 
they were charging to the people.  

Then in verses 14-19, 
Nehemiah gave them his 
testimony. He used his own life 
and behavior as an example to 
them. Nehemiah reminded them 
how former governors had taken 
from the people bread and wine, 
and charged them 40 shekels 
of silver and bore rule over the 
people unjustly, but Nehemiah 
had been governor for the past 
12 years, and had done none 
of those things. He could have 
followed the pattern of past 
governors and taken advantage 
of the people, but he did not, and 
the reason that he didn’t do those 
things was because he knew that 
they were a violation of God’s 
Word. In verse 15, he tells them, 
“... but so did not I, because of the 
fear of God.”  

Isn’t this statement God’s 
call to all of us? “... So did not I, 
because of the fear of God”?  

The primary motive of the 
behavior of every child of God 
should be this—the fear of God! 
In other words, the reason that 
we do the things that we do, or 
don’t do the things we don’t do, 
should not be society’s rules, the 
school’s rules, parent’s rules, or 
the pastor’s rules. The primary 
motive behind our behavior 
must be the fear of God! If God’s 
people truly feared the Lord, 
and had the right view of God, 
then we would not have to beg 
people to serve Him, be faithful 
to church services, witness to the 
lost, or have biblical standards 
of separation. The fear of God 
would settle all of that! The fear 
of God will settle everything!

Nehemiah  5 :1-19  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Resurrection Sunday 

- April 12   
Even though we won’t be able to 
physically meet this Easter, you can 
still invite friends and family to join 
us for our live stream services! Click 
on the banner on our home screen, 
or find Resurrection Sunday under 
Upcoming Events, and there you can 
easily share an invite via social  
media, email, or text message!

•	 Online Giving - Now 
Available!

•	 Capitol Baptist Bible   
Institute - Now Meeting 
Online Through Zoom!

•	 Capitol Baptist School  
- Closed 

At this time, all services are 
LIVESTREAM ONLY. 

This is a Temporary Schedule 
during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Pandemic. Watch through the website 

or YouTube, or listen on the radio.

Sunday
  Morning Service 11:00 AM

Current Series: The Book of 1 John
   Evening Service              6:00 PM

Current Series: The Life of David

Wednesday
  Midweek Service  7:00 PM

Current Series: 
A Prophetic Overview of the Future

Weekly Events

Church Activities April 2, 2020
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CAPTIONS

Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA - 

seeking a pastor 
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	New Property: wisdom moving forward 
•	Michael Brown: triple bypass surgery recovery
•	Paisley Combs: shunt revision surgery on  

Thursday, April 30
•	Larry Engle: heart surgery on Monday, April 27
•	Carol Hassler: brain cancer; wisdom for family
•	Tom Horne: macular degeneration; upcoming 

shot in eye this month
•	Bonnie Humphreys & Baby Paul:  

recovery from C-section delivery; health for baby Paul 
(born at 27 weeks gestation)

•	Bob Hutchinson: recovery from a fall; spleen 
injury; in Pinnacle Rehab

•	Don Kouse: back surgery recovery
•	Megonigal Family: bereavement - passing of Ray
•	Chris Messick: surgical skin procedure on April 23
•	Megan Stamps: Crohn’s disease; medical testing
•	Gene Stevens: cellulitis in leg
•	Joanne Thompson: upcoming heart valve surgery
•	Richard Thompson: issue from knee replacement
•	Robert Walpole: recovery from another fall; in 

Kent General Hospital
•	Anna Mae Zimmerman: broken bones; in a 

lot of pain (83 years old)

Listen Live to 96.1 FM | Visit CbcofDover.com

Bob Hutchinson
Recovery from a Fall

In Pinnacle Rehab
3034 S. Dupont Blvd.

Smyrna, DE 19977
Please pray for Bob this week, as he recovers 

from a fall and a spleen injury. Consider 
sending a note of encouragement!

2 Timothy 1:7—“For God hath not 
given us the spirit of fear; but of power, 

and of love, and of a sound mind.”
Please pray that God would work in 

hearts—that souls would be saved and 
that there would be a time of personal 

revival—during this unprecedented 
time in our nation’s history.

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field / Helps Ministry
ED & CAROLE HEMBREE - BIMI EUROPE

January/February 2020 Prayer Letter
Dear Friends,
This February finds me back in Lattimore, North Carolina, teaching in the 
Missions Department for Ambassador Baptist College. I will be teaching 
a total of seven weeks during this spring semester. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with students who are interested in missionary 
work. This semester, we are teaching five courses, so it is a full schedule. 
Praise the Lord, the college has found a full-time Missions Department 
head for the coming fall semester, so this is the last time we will be this 
involved. We are thankful for the chance we have had to influence these 
college kids, but we are also thankful that God has sent a faculty member 
to assume the full-time responsibility. All of us who have been involved 
in teaching the last four semesters have had to adjust our traveling and 
meeting schedules to accomodate the college classes. So far this year, I 
have been able to be in a couple of Mission Conferences in addition to the 
teaching. Hopefully, I will be able to get back with many of you in the fall 
of this year (2020) or perhaps in the spring of 2021.
I have produced a new promotional video for Europe. It is only six 
and a half minutes in length. I think you will find it interesting and 
hopefully challenging. Did you know that the very first mission field 
was Europe? That’s right, Paul and several of the other apostles were the 
first missionaries, and Europe was the field to which they were called. It 
started with the Macedonian call to Paul (Acts 16:9), and several of the 
other apostles followed into Central and Eastern Europe and perhaps as 
far as Britain itself. The video quickly (very quickly) traces the progress of 
Christianity through the centuries from that beginning until the present 
day. The people in Europe need the gospel just as desperately today as 
those in Macedonia did in Paul’s day. Would you take just 6.5 minutes 

to view the video? Maybe you could play it for a Sunday school class or 
perhaps during a Mission Emphasis Sunday or even during your Mission 
Conference. Just go to: bimi.org/europe.
Carole and I are both doing well and would appreciate your continued 
prayers for our health and safety as we travel and work. I will be finishing 
this semester out here at Ambassador and traveling on the weekends as 
much as I possibly can to be in conferences and mission emphasis Sundays 
as the Lord enables. We do get tired occasionally, but are so thankful to 
be involved in something that has eternal value. To spend our lives in this 
way is a blessing far beyond anything we could have ever dreamed.
Sometimes we pause and take a step back to reflect upon what a wonderful 
privilege it is to be able to still be serving the Lord with folk like you. When 
we think of your faithfulness for almost three decades, we are humbled and 
so very thankful. It is our honor to continue to represent you in Europe as 
well as here in the States. I do know that there will be much fruit to your 
account. Thank you for allowing us to serve the Lord with you.

Your Friends,
Ed & Carole Hembree

P.S. I do want to mention that the exposure we have had with the students 
during our time of teaching at Ambassador Baptist College has produced 
some very specific results as well as the broader blessing of influencing the 
entire group. We have at least four students who have definitely decided to 
apply to BIMI as missionary candidates when their churches send them 
out. Two of these are for Europe! Isn’t it amazing how God blesses our 
prayers for laborers when we put “feet” to those prayers? Praise the Lord!

Email: ed@bimi.org 


