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In Ezra 4:24, we read what 
I  believe to be one of the 
saddest statements found in 

the entire book of Ezra. We read, 
“Then ceased the work of the house 
of God...”  

There is only one reason that 
the child of God has been left 
here on this earth. That reason 
is to do God’s work. When I say 
“child of God,” I must clarify that 
everyone is not a child of God. 
While that may sound harsh to 
some, the truth of the matter 
is that this is what the Bible 
clearly teaches. God is the one 
who makes this distinction in 
Galatians 3:26, “For ye are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus.” There is only one way to 
become a child of God, and that 
is to first acknowledge your lost, 
hell-bound condition. Then you 
must realize that Jesus Christ 
shed His blood on the cross of 
Calvary to pay for your sin debt. 
Then by faith, you must receive 
Jesus Christ as your personal 
Saviour. This is what the Bible 
teaches it takes to become a child 
of God, and every child of God 
must realize that God has left us 
here on this earth to do His work.  

Although there is much 
confusion in many churches 
today as to what the work of 
God is, the Bible is quite clear 
as to what we are to be doing.  
Our “work orders” are found 
in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you: and, lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen.”  

The work of God is not to try to 
make this world a better place 
from which people go to hell. It 
is not to see how many people 
we can corral into a building 
through whatever earthly means 
imaginable. The work of God is 
to take the soul-saving gospel to 
a lost and dying world, to teach 
and train people in the Word of 
God, and to reproduce churches 
throughout the world. And we 
are to be everlastingly at it! This 
work must never cease. The first 
century church understood this.  
We read in Acts 5:42, “And daily 
in the temple, and in every house, 
they ceased not to teach and 
preach Jesus Christ.” But here in 
Ezra 4:24, we read, “Then ceased 
the work of the house of God…”  

It is always a grief to God 
when His work ceases. When a 
church or a Christian stops doing 
what God has left them here to do, 
it is a sad thing. In 1 Corinthians 
15:58, we read, “Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord.”  Let’s notice 
what happened in our text as the 
work of God ceased. 
I. The Method of God (5:1)

When we come to Ezra 5:1, we 
read, “Then the prophets, Haggai 
the prophet, and Zechariah the son 
of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews 
that were in Judah and Jerusalem 

in the name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them.” When we come 
to Ezra 5:1, we find that God’s 
people had gone from a state of 
happiness, joy, and serving God, 
to a place of being disheartened 
and inactive for God. It was God’s 
desire to reach their hearts, speak 
to them, and bring them back 
to Himself, which in turn would 
bring them back to working for 
Him. So what did God do? He 
sent them two prophets—Haggai 
and Zechariah. These prophets 
were men of God who declared 
the Word of God to the people. 
This is God’s primary method for 
reaching God’s people—through 
the preaching of His Word.  

It is through the preaching 
of God’s Word that God works in 
the hearts of people. We read in 2 
Timothy 3:16-17, “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works.” As 
the Bible is preached, the Spirit 
of God through the Word of God 
teaches us doctrine, reproves 
us, corrects us, and instructs us 
in righteousness. As we yield to 
the Word of God, we are molded 
into mature Christians that are 
throughly furnished unto all 
good works. God’s Word meets 
every heart need of man. Sad 
to say, there is a dearth of Bible 
preaching in our land, even in 
many of what we would call Bible-
believing churches. So often, you 
hear more about the Bible than 
you hear the Bible itself. The 
Word of God is what will reach 
the hearts of people and change 
people’s lives!
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•	 Fri., March 29   

CBS Spring Performance    
12:30 PM in the Auditorium

•	 Sun., April 21   
Resurrection Sunday

•	 Mon.-Fri., April 22-26  
Capitol Baptist School Spring Break

•	 Wed., April 24   
Missionary Jason Ottosen preaching

•	 Fri., May 17   
SMS Men’s Quartet Sacred Concert 
7:00 PM in the Auditorium

•	 Sat., May 18   
Bethany House Housewarming 
11:00 AM

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities March 28, 2019

Capitol
CAPTIONS

Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer; 

lot line adjustment plans submitted to the city;  
upcoming city council meeting in April

•	HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$8,066; 
phase 3 goal–$16,000

•	Pastor’s Upcoming Travels &  
Preaching Engagements

•	Barrows Family: bereavement - passing of Ruth; 
memorial service on Saturday, April 6 at 11:00 AM 

•	Joanne Bible: dental surgery (phase 2) recovery
•	Charlotte Bird: recovery from ankle injury
•	Faith Brough: total knee replacement surgery 

recovery & rehab
•	Scot & Katie Daku: upcoming furlough in June
•	Jim Dunn: health
•	Larry Engle: heart surgery on Tuesday, April 2
•	Jack Evans: hip replacement surgery recovery/rehab
•	David Frye: health
•	Todd Hassler: MRI results
•	Baby Kit William Jarvis: heart surgery recovery
•	Justine Knickerbocker: safe baby delivery
•	Don Kouse: third foot surgery recovery & rehab
•	Cherith Ottosen: safe baby delivery 
•	Nereida Rodriguez: recovery and rehab
•	Joanne Thompson: heart valve surgery recovery
•	Josh Wagar Family: immigration hearing  

appeal to Supreme Court of Micronesia
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Charlotte Bird
Ankle Injury Recovery

1082 Old Cemetery Road
Milford, DE 19963

Please pray for Charlotte this week 
as she recovers from an ankle injury. 

Consider stopping by for a visit or 
sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  5 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  Praise the Lord for some 
  returning visitors!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
ED &  C AROLE  H E M BREE  -  BIMI  EU ROPE

February 2019 Prayer Letter
Dear Friends,
January 2019 found us involved in helping the Missions Department 
at Ambassador Baptist College in Lattimore, North Carolina. During 
the fall semester, BIMI directors taught the classes for the Missions 
Major program and will continue to do this for the spring semester. 
This semester, we are teaching a total of four courses, Missionary 
Ethics and Relationships, Deputation, The Theology of Missions, and 
Cultural Anthropology. Different directors are filling the schedule as 
they are able. I will have a total of four weeks at Ambassador this 
spring. It is a real privilege to be able to be involved with the young 
people who have already declared their interest and sometimes even 
their calling to the mission field! We are already seeing some of the 
students desiring to come with BIMI when they graduate! Please pray 
that this semester will be blessed.
Looking toward this summer, we will be having two major trips to 
Europe. In June, I will be conducting one of our BIMI CONNECT 
trips to the country of Estonia to work with veteran missionaries Rob 
and Angela Willoughby. We will be helping in a V.B.S. program and 
also helping Brother Rob kick off a new youth (teen) ministry. WE 
STILL HAVE THREE SPOTS OPEN ON THIS TRIP! If you would 
be interested in going:
1. Go to bimi.org.
2. You will see the tab for CONNECT TRIPS - click on “read more.”
3. On the right, you will see the list of trips - click on Estonia, June 14-24.
4. You will see the price, $2,769.30. This is the round-trip price from 

Chicago. This price includes in-country transportation, lodging, daily 
food allowance, trip health insurance, and tourism allowance. You 
can join the trip by applying online. You need pay nothing right now - 
and you can begin making payments within the next few weeks.

I would love to have you join us! We have been on wonderful trips to 
Spain and Ireland, and this trip will be just as great!
In July, we will be hosting many of our Europe families in Athens, 
Greece, for our Europe Field Conference. Brother and Mrs. Michael 
Deluca are doing all the logistics of this trip, and we ask prayer for 
them in particular as they add this to their already busy schedules! 
It will be a wonderful time together as a missions family, and I will 
be sure to include pictures of the event! Please pray for our summer 
schedule.
To continue our update on the “grandchildren” in Romania, let me 
introduce you to Samuel (Sami). Sami is 18 years old now and is a 
senior in high school. He plays mandolin in the church orchestra 
and plans to go to university when he graduates. Since he will have 
siblings there, we may be sure he will be well supervised! Sami has 
always been a serious Christian and a delightful young man. Please 
continue to pray for him and his sisters.
As always, we thank you for allowing us to represent you in Europe.

Your friends, Ed & Carole Hembree
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