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In Nehemiah chapter 5, God’s 
people were in the midst 
of rebuilding the walls of 

Jerusalem. When the work began, 
they experienced opposition 
both externally and internally. 
Externally, Sanballat, Tobiah, the 
Arabians, and the Ammonites 
heard that the walls of Jerusalem 
were being rebuilt, and they were 
very wroth (chapter 4, verses 7 
and 8). Israel’s enemies began 
to both verbally and physically 
attack the Jews, but Nehemiah 
encouraged them that “... our 
God shall fight for us” in chapter 
4 and verse 20. They also had 
to deal with all the rubbish that 
lay around the city (chapter 4 
and verse 10). They could not 
build until the rubbish was first 
removed. Now, in chapter 5, the 
Jews face an internal problem. 
They faced a major food shortage 
in Jerusalem, and they had to 
resort to any available means in 
order to feed their families and 
keep them alive. Some had to 
mortgage their property to buy 
corn. Others were so financially 
affected that they had to borrow 
money in order to pay their taxes 
to the Persian king. Others were 
selling their sons and daughters 
as bondservants. The problem 
that Nehemiah was upset with, 
however, was that some of God’s 
people were loaning money to 
their brethren and charging 
them extremely high interest 
rates. They were “price gouging.” 
This was a direct violation of 
God’s Word (Leviticus 25:43).   

Last week, we considered: 
I. The Condition of God’s  

People (vs. 1-8) 
This week, let’s look at:

II. The Cause of This Condition 
(vs. 9a)  

We read in verse 9a, “Also 
I said, It is not good that ye do: 
ought ye not to walk in the fear of 
our God ... ?”

So many times, as preachers, 
we deal with the fruit of things. 
By that I mean, we preach against 
drinking, smoking, wearing 
immodest clothing, watching 
immoral movies and television 
shows, the contemporary church 
movement, and many other 
things that do not line up with 
the Word of God. By the way, 
these things need to be preached 
against and mentioned often. We 
preach about how God’s people 
ought to serve God, be faithful 
to church services, tithing, 
witnessing, and the other things 
that God commands us to do in 
the Christian life. But the truth 
of the matter is that all of those 
things are not the real problem. 

When Nehemiah was addressing 
the people violating God’s Law, 
he went right to the root of the 
problem. He said to them, “... 
ought ye not to walk in the fear of 
our God ... ?” The real problem 
was that they lost their fear of 
God! Everything that we do, 
believe, engage in, and give our 
lives to, is directly connected to 
our fear of God!  

The Bible tells us that God 
created man in His image. What 
we are seeing happen today is 
that man is creating a god in his 
image. In other words, man has 
created a god that accommodates 
his lifestyle. He forms a god to 

his own liking. He creates a god 
that he can deal with, put in his 
pocket, and take out whenever 
he needs him. But this is NOT 
the God of the Bible! The God of 
the Bible is a holy God, an exalted 
God, a God Who is described as 
a “consuming fire.” But mankind 
has it all reversed. We read in 
Exodus 4:29-31, “And Moses and 
Aaron went and gathered together 
all the elders of the children of 
Israel: And Aaron spake all the 
words which the Lord had spoken 
unto Moses, and did the signs in 
the sight of the people. And the 
people believed: and when they 
heard that the Lord had visited 
the children of Israel, and that he 
had looked upon their affliction, 
then they bowed their heads and 
worshipped.” When Moses and 
Aaron told the people about 
what God had done and the 
people believed, what did they 
do? They bowed their heads and 
worshipped. When you see a 
church that dresses immodestly, 
sings songs that sound exactly 
like the world, and makes light of 
the church service, why are they 
doing this? It is simple. They are 
doing this because they lost sight 
of Who God is! They’ve created a 
god in their own image, that they 
have brought down low, that 
accepts any kind of behavior. 
Again, this is not the God of the 
Bible. We cannot create God 
as we please. We must simply 
recognize God for Who He is 
as He declares Himself in His 
Word. If you would like to read 
how God describes Himself, 
read Isaiah 45:18-25. 

Everything we choose to do 
or not do as believers is directly 
connected to our view of God. 
How is your view of God? Is it 
biblical?

Nehemiah  5 :1-19  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Capitol Baptist School 

School operations are closed,  
effective Tuesday, March 17 and   
continuing until the ban has been 
lifted. (See the website for details.)

•	 Capitol Baptist Bible   
Institute    
Classes are very small gatherings  
and will continue as usual. 

•	 Fri., March 20  
CANCELLED - CBS Third Quarter 
Performance & Awards Ceremony

•	 Sat., March 21  
CANCELLED - Faithful Rubies  
Widows Meeting 

•	 Sun.-Wed., March 22-25 
CANCELLED - Revival Meeting  
with Sam Davison

This is a Temporary Schedule 
during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Pandemic, as we work to comply with 
governmental restrictions. Continue 

to check the website for updates.
Service assignments are determined 
by the first letter of your last name.

Sunday
  Last Names A-G    9:00 AM
   Last Names H-N  11:00 AM
   Last Names O-Z              2:00 PM

Wednesday
  Last Names A-K  7:00 PM
  (and Thursday night Bible institute 
   students and their families)

Thursday
  Last Names L-Z  7:00 PM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities March 20, 2020

Capitol
CAPTIONS

Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA - 

seeking a pastor 
•	Laborers for the Harvest   

(Matt. 9:38)
•	New Property: wisdom moving forward 
•	Michael Brown: triple bypass surgery recovery
•	Paisley Combs: shunt revision surgery  

rescheduled for Monday, March 30
•	Ellie Everton: health; in A.I. duPont
•	Carol Hassler: brain cancer; wisdom for family
•	Tom Horne: macular degeneration
•	Bonnie Humphreys & Baby Paul:  

recovery from C-section delivery; health for baby Paul 
(born Thursday, March 12, at 27 weeks gestation)

•	Bob Hutchinson: recovery from a fall
•	Don Kouse: back surgery recovery
•	Megonigal Family: bereavement - passing of Ray
•	Chris Messick: biopsy results
•	Megan Stamps: Crohn’s disease; medical testing
•	Gene Stevens: cellulitis in leg
•	Joanne Thompson: stent removal recovery; 

upcoming heart valve surgery
•	Robert Walpole: recovery from another fall; in 

Kent General Hospital ICU
•	Mary White: mesothelioma; chemotherapy; low 

white blood count; kidneys failing; salvation
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Tom Horne
Macular Degeneration

658 E. Pebworth Road
Magnolia, DE 19962

Please pray for Bro. Horne this week, as he 
has been having trouble with his eyes. 

Consider sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  6 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  Please pray that God would work 
  in hearts during this unprecedented 
  time in our nation’s history.

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field / Helps Ministry
CHRISTIAN LAW ASSOCIATION - MASON, OHIO

Prayer Checklist from the February 2020 Legal Alert
Please Note: Prayer requests listed are a limited glimpse 

of the many ongoing cases handled by CLA.
 ✓ Pray for a church in ILLINOIS with the desire to serve the local 

community by allowing locals to use church facilities.
 ✓ Pray for a Christian in VIRGINIA being forced by his employer to 

go against his sincerely held religious beliefs.
 ✓ Pray for a homeschool ministry in TEXAS working to become tax 

exempt to better serve their members.
 ✓ Pray for a Christian school in MINNESOTA handling a situation 

where CPS showed up demanding access to children without 
parental permission.

 ✓ Praise the Lord a church in SOUTH CAROLINA was able to speak 
with an attorney to determine what items should be included on 
the pastor’s W2s.

 ✓ Pray for a pastor in OHIO counseling a family going through 
serious struggles.

 ✓ Pray for a church in VIRGINIA updating policies to include items 
such as bathroom use and gender specifics for classrooms.

 ✓ Praise the Lord a church in OKLAHOMA was able to get advice 
from an attorney on the possibilities of renting their facilities to 
local organizations.

 ✓ Pray for a church in NORTH CAROLINA dealing with a few issues 
with church owned property.

 ✓ Pray for a church in ILLINOIS updating their church’s constitution 
and bylaws to better protect the church and its people.

 ✓ Pray for a church in KENTUCKY working on the staff ’s payroll 
numbers and proper reporting to the IRS.

 ✓ Pray for a church in SOUTH CAROLINA putting policies in place 
to prevent someone from being tempted to embezzle money from 
the church.

 ✓ Pray for a new church in NORTH CAROLINA as they begin to 
grow and serve their local community.

 ✓ Pray for a church in NORTH CAROLINA establishing a local 
Christian homeschool co-op.

 ✓ Pray for a church in LOUISIANA assisting another local church as 
they go through the process of dissolving.

 ✓ Pray for a Christian in NEW JERSEY starting a faith-based 
transitional housing facility designed for those with families.

 ✓ Pray for a Christian in WASHINGTON with the desire to serve the 
Lord in the areas of criminal and family law.

 ✓ Pray for a church in CALIFORNIA making updates to their 
finances for church staff members.

 ✓ Pray for a Christian school in KENTUCKY where a female student 
has begun identifying as a male.

 ✓ Pray for a church in MICHIGAN dealing with an upset former 
member causing issues in the church.

 ✓ Pray for a Christian in CALIFORNIA being discriminated against 
for his desire to attend Sunday services at his local church.

 ✓ Pray for a Christian in NEW YORK who was fired for her 
conservative religious and political viewpoints.

Website: christianlaw.org | Email: info@christianlaw.org


