Capitol
Baptist

CAPTIONS

Church Activities
• Thu.-Sat., February 21-23
Faith for the Family Couples’ Retreat
in Gatlinburg, Tennessee
• Sat., March 9		
Men’s Prayer Breakfast			
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall
• Sun., March 10		
Daylight Saving Time begins
• Sat., March 16		
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall
• Fri., March 22			
CBS Spring Performance 			
12:30 PM in the Auditorium

Weekly Events

Sunday
Early Service			
Sunday School		
Morning Service
Choir Practice
Missionary Prayer Time
Evening Service		

8:30 AM
9:45 AM
11:00 AM
4:30 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM

Tuesday
Ladies’ Ministry		

6:30 PM

Wednesday
Teen Meeting		
Bible Study & Prayer		

6:15 PM
7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
Wednesday			
3:30 PM
Saturday		
10:00 AM

February 20, 2019
The Adversaries Are Coming - Introduction

E z ra 4 : 1 - 2 4 | Pa st or T. H . Mo ore

I

n the year 536 BC, God had
brought His people, the Jews,
back to the land of Palestine.
For 70 years, they were captives
to the Babylonian Empire.
After the 70-year captivity, God
wanted them to leave Babylon,
return to Palestine, and rebuild
the house of God that had been
destroyed by the armies of King
Nebuchadnezzar. We read in Ezra
1:1 how God began this work. He
“stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king
of Persia,...” King Cyrus published
a proclamation throughout
his entire kingdom that would
permit the Jews to return to the
land. When this opportunity
arose, many of God’s people
became stirred in their hearts and
decided to return to Jerusalem.
Under the leadership of a man
by the name of Zerubabbel,
nearly 50,000 Jews (a relatively
small minority of them) chose to
leave their established lives and
homes, and make the four-month
journey across the dry, hazardous
desert. When these Jews arrived
back in Palestine and settled in
their cities, they began their work
by rebuilding the altar (3:1-2).
When the altar was rebuilt, they
began to offer offerings, observe
the feasts, and re-establish the
true worship of Jehovah. Then
in 3:6-8, we read that they began
to make preparations to rebuild
the temple. In vs. 10-11, the
foundation of the temple was
laid, and the people began to
rejoice. Things were going very
well for the Jewish people—until
chapter 4. In chapter 4, the scene
dramatically changed. Israel was
confronted by people that none
of us like to meet, that all of us
wish never existed, and that we
would rather ignore than face.
These people are adversaries!

An adversary is someone
who is an enemy or a foe who
opposes what is being done. We
read in verse 1, “Now when the
adversaries of Judah and Benjamin
heard…” For the next several
weeks, we will be dealing with
the subject of The Adversaries Are
Coming.
As Christians, we must never
forget that we are engaged in
spiritual warfare. So often, when
we use that phrase, we somehow
think that it is less significant
or less important than physical
warfare. The truth of the matter
is that the spiritual battle/
warfare that we are engaged in
is much greater and much more
significant than any temporal
battle that has ever taken place,
because the stakes are much
higher. It is over the eternal souls
of men, and there are adversaries.

Let’s consider…
I. The Truth of Adversaries
(vs. 1-2a)
We read in these verses, “Now
when the adversaries of Judah
and Benjamin heard that the
children of the captivity builded
the temple unto the Lord God of
Israel;” Notice the word “when”
in verse one. It was only when
it was heard that the temple was
being built that these adversaries
appeared. We learn an important
principle from this. When you
and I decide to do something

for God, there will always be
adversaries. The apostle Paul was
very familiar with this principle.
We read in 1 Corinthians 16:9,
“For a great door and effectual
is opened unto me, and there are
many adversaries.”
There is no doubt that
Capitol Baptist Church has before
us a great opportunity. With
approximately 38,000 people in
the city of Dover, and 150,000
people in the county of Kent, we
have an incredible opportunity to
reach souls for Christ. But what
comes with this opportunity is
adversaries. This is the way it is! If
we want our homes to please the
Lord, we will face adversaries. If
we want to have a marriage that
is pleasing to God, we will face
adversaries. If we want to have
a church that strives to do God’s
work God’s way, there will be
adversaries. Knowing this, do we
tuck our tails between our legs,
curl up in a ball, and simply wait
for Christ to come? By all means,
NO! We must ask God by His
grace to equip us for the battle
and by faith face the adversaries!
Adversaries can come from
many different places. The
greatest adversary that we face
is ourselves! We have to deal
with our own mind and our own
flesh first. Then there are other
adversaries, like adversaries
from the world, from within
our own households, from other
Christians, but the one adversary
that we must never forget is the
devil himself. We are told in 1
Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour:”
My point is, if we think that we
can serve God without facing
adversaries—we are wrong!
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Join us in prayer for...
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Easton Baptist Church
First State Baptist Church
Future Church Plant
Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer,
lot line adjustment plans submitted to the city
HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$7,578;
phase 3 goal–$16,000
Ron Baxter: cancer in spine; hospice; salvation
John Bier & Family: recovery from house fire
Faith Brough: total knee replacement surgery
on Monday, February 25
Scot & Katie Daku: upcoming furlough;
$1,500 for a van
Jim Dunn: health
Jack Evans: hip replacement on February 27
Tara Gonzalez & Family: bereavement passing of Leonard Zentz (Tara’s dad)
Hamblen Family: bereavement - passing of 		
Dr. Bob Hamblen; memorial service on February 28
Baby Kit William Jarvis: upcoming heart surgery
Pastor Kenny Johnson: heart issues
Don Kouse: foot surgery recovery
Marsha LeDuc: recovery & rehab from hip
fracture and surgery
Ottosen Family: safe travels back to the States
Nereida Rodriguez: recovery & rehab
Joanne Thompson: upcoming heart valve
surgery; meeting with surgeon on Monday, February 25
Wagar Family: immigration hearing results
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Ian & Tara Gonzalez
Relocating to San Antonio, Texas
P.O. Box 339
Cheswold, DE 19936

Please pray for Ian and Tara over the next
few weeks as they will soon be relocating to
Texas. Pray for them as they look for a good
church and make this transition. Consider
sending them a note of encouragement!

Harvest
from
Heaven
Church Services
10 visitors
Soul-Winning/Discipleship

8 salvations, 2 baptisms

Listen Live to 96.1 FM | Visit CbcofDover.com

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
BAPTIST CHURCH PL ANTING MINISTRY
November 2018
Thank you for praying for the church plant in Castelo
Branco, Portugal. It was a joy to help Brother Mark Pereira with the
establishment of another independent Baptist church in that country.
We passed out 12,000 John and Romans, held special opening
meetings, witnessed an early Sunday morning baptism, and saw the
church organized with eleven founding members. What a thrill to see
another church birthed and established! Brother Pereira also showed
us another nearby city of more than 50,000 people that needs a local
church, and he shared his desire to reach it. Pray for Portugal and that
God would use the burden of Brother Pereira and other pastors to
reach these needy cities.
Please join us in prayer as we have a critical prayer request.
BCPM spends an average of $2,500 on each church plant for
the John & Romans printing and shipping, and we need to raise
enough to cover the next six church plants, which will equal a total
of $15,000. The John and Romans play a key part in each church plant
as they clearly and thoroughly explain the gospel and also convey to
the community that the new church is a Bible-believing church. Many,
many, people have been reached through these and have been very
appreciative that they received one. Please pray about this urgent
need and that the funds would be raised to meet this essential part
of the church plants. Along with a mailed check, donations to this
Seed Bank Offering can be given online at bcpm.org and by clicking
on “donations” and then “Seed Bank.”

BCPM is helping churches establish other strong churches
that are making an impact in this dark and needy world. We are
passionate and determined to advance the cause of Christ around the
world. Thank you for partnering with us as we seek to exalt Christ in
carrying out His mission on earth.
Advancing in Christ,
Jeremy Rowland, General Director
BCPM has had the privilege of assisting in over 165 church plants in
several different countries. While most church plants last less than two
years, BCPM has seen over 90% survive, and many have reproduced
more churches. Although they rejoice in what the Lord has done in
the past, they are also asking God to work through them to further
their efforts and to accomplish more for His glory in the years ahead.
The next few church plants are planned as follows:
• Glendale, Arizona — February 17-21
• Reggio Emillia, Italy — March 4-6
• Northwest Dayton, Ohio — March 31-April 4
• Shrewsbury, Massachusetts — May 5-9
• Sarnia, Ontario, Canada — September 8-12
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