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For several weeks now, we 
have been looking at the 
work that God desired the 

people of Israel to do when they 
returned to the promised land 
after their 70-year Babylonian 
captivity. After 70 long years out 
of the land, God fulfilled His 
promise by bringing the Israelites 
back into the land. This return to 
the land was not without purpose. 
God wanted them to return to 
the land to do a work for Him. 
He wanted them to rebuild the 
temple, the altar, and reestablish 
their relationship with Him. The 
beginning chapters of the book 
of Ezra record the first stage of 
Israel’s return to the land.  

As we read through the 
beginning portions of this book, 
we find several principles that 
can be applied to any work that 
we do for God, whether it be as 
an individual or as a church. In 
our text, we can see several things 
that are needed to do a work for 
God. So far, we have seen that 
God’s work began with:  
I. A Disturbance from God 

(2:1-2)
God’s work always begins 

with God stirring the heart. This 
is the first thing that is needed in 
a work for God.  

Then last week, we looked at 
the second thing that is needed:  
II. A Discerning People (3:1-6)

The Jews that returned to 
the land learned a very valuable 
lesson from this whole ordeal—
that God’s way is the best way 
and that the blessings in life come 
from obeying God’s Word!      

This week, let’s consider a 
third thing that is needed to do a 
work for God: 
III. A Deliverance from the 

Past (vs. 8-12) 

In verse 8, we read that the 
work of the house of the Lord 
began. Then in verse 10, we read 
that the foundation of the temple 
was laid. After the foundation 
was laid, we read something 
interesting in verses 11-12. There 
were two contrasting responses 
to what was accomplished. One 
group began to sing, praise 
God, and give thanks to Him. 
It is believed by many that this 
is when Psalm 126 was written.  
“When the Lord turned again 
the captivity of Zion, we were like 
them that dream. Then was our 
mouth filled with laughter, and 
our tongue with singing: then 
said they among the heathen, The 
Lord hath done great things for 
them. The Lord hath done great 
things for us; whereof we are glad. 
Turn again our captivity, O Lord, 
as the streams in the south.”  

But then there was another 
group. This group is described 
in the Bible as the “ancient men” 
in verse 12. These are men that 
had  seen the first temple. When 
these men saw the foundation 
of the new temple completed, 
instead of rejoicing, they began 
to weep. From the context, we 
know that these were not tears of 
joy. How strange! After 70 years 
of captivity, the Jews were finally 
back in the land, the altar had 
been built, the feasts have been 
reinstated, and the foundation of 
the temple was rebuilt—and they 
began to weep! I believe that their 

weeping was a sign of weakness. I 
say that because of this principle:  
We must never dwell in the past 
to the point where it paralyzes the 
present.  

We can apply this principle 
to individuals. All of us have a 
past. We have all done things that 
we regret, wish that we either 
didn’t do, or did differently. For 
some of us, those regrets are 
greater than for others. I thank 
God that when we come to Him 
in repentance that He forgives 
us and restores us, and we can 
move on. But when we allow our 
regrets of the past to paralyze our 
work for God in the present, it is 
always wrong.  

The apostle Paul penned in 
Philippians 3:13-14, “Brethren, 
I count not myself to have 
apprehended: but this one thing 
I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching 
forth  unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.” We can be harder 
on ourselves than God is on us. 
We know that God has forgiven 
us, and the person we offended 
has forgiven us, but we haven’t 
forgiven ourselves.  

This principle can be 
applied to a church. While we 
can thank God for what He has 
accomplished in the past—souls 
saved, families reached, lives 
changed—we can live in the past 
to the point that we allow it to 
paralyze our present. A good 
indication of this is when we 
hear ourselves constantly talking 
about the “good old days.” We 
must always be thankful for the 
past, but not live in it to the point 
where it paralyzes the present 
and we miss what God is doing 
today.
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•	 Sat., February 16  

Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Mon., February 18  
Presidents’ Day    
No School, Ministry Offices Closed

•	 Thu.-Sat., February 21-23 
Faith for the Family Couples’ Retreat 
in Gatlinburg, Tennessee

•	 Sat., March 9  
Men’s Prayer Breakfast   
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Sun., March 10  
Daylight Saving Time begins 

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer, 

lot line adjustment plans submitted to the city
•	HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$7,503; 

phase 3 goal–$16,000
•	Ron Baxter: cancer in spine; on hospice;  

salvation 
•	Joanne Bible: recovery from and upcoming  

dental surgeries 
•	John Bier & Family: recovery from house fire
•	Faith Brough: total knee replacement surgery  

on Monday, February 25
•	Scot & Katie Daku: upcoming furlough;  

$1,500 for a van
•	Jim Dunn: recovery from heart procedure
•	Jack Evans: hip replacement on February 27
•	Hamblen Family: bereavement - passing of   

Dr. Bob Hamblen; memorial service on February 28
•	Pastor Kenny Johnson: heart issues
•	Don Kouse: foot surgery recovery
•	Marsha LeDuc: recovery & rehab from hip  

fracture and surgery
•	Laurie Paolini: blind rehab program in CT
•	Nereida Rodriguez: recovery & rehab
•	Joanne Thompson: upcoming heart valve  

surgery; TEE test on Thursday, March 21
•	Wagar Family: immigration hearing results
•	George & Lillian Welsh: recovery from 

being hit by tractor trailer 
•	Leonard Zentz: severe pancreatitis
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Jim Dunn
Recovery from Heart Procedure

37 Stevens Street
Camden, DE 19934

Please pray for Jim this week as he 
recovers from his heart procedure. 
Consider stopping by for a visit or 
sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  2 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  3 salvations

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
A MB ASSAD OR B A PTI ST  COL LEGE  -  L AT T IMOR E ,  NORTH C AROLINA

About Ambassador Baptist College
 In October of 1987, Evangelist Ron Comfort surrendered 
to the Lord to start Ambassador Baptist College. Through the 
definite leadership of the Holy Spirit, God directed Dr. Comfort to a 
recently vacated Christian school campus in Shelby, North Carolina. 
Ambassador Baptist College opened its doors in that rented facility 
in August of 1989 with an enrollment of thirty-seven students. In the 
following years, as the Lord blessed with steady growth in the student 
body, faculty, and staff, it became obvious that the Shelby campus was 
not the ultimate location.
 In 1994, Ambassador Baptist College purchased a vacated 
public school campus in Lattimore, North Carolina, just eleven miles 
from the founding location. For the next two and a half years, their 
maintenance staff and work crews from many churches completely 
remodeled and renovated the entire facility, working diligently to 
bring all construction in line with current building and safety codes. 
After overcoming many delays and obstacles, occupancy permits were 
granted, and the college relocated in January of 1997.
 Since then, the Lord has enabled them to make continual 
improvements to the grounds and facilities. In the year 2000,   permanent 
dormitories were constructed for the ladies, and dormitories for the 
men followed a few years later. In 2005, they purchased a building 
adjoined to the property, which had been home to several businesses 
in its history. After renovations were complete, the Alumni Commons, 
housing the college bookstore, coffee shop, and student center, opened 
in 2007.

 In May of 2009, Dr. Comfort became the Chancellor, and Dr. 
Alton Beal was installed as the second president of Ambassador. 
The present and future mission of Ambassador Baptist College is to 
train men and women for full-time ministry in independent Baptist 
churches. While they constantly seek to improve in every area, they 
intend never to move from their foundational principles. 
 Ambassador Baptist College offers bachelor degrees for men 
in pastoral studies, evangelism, missions, youth ministries, second 
man music, and English Bible studies. Ladies can earn their bachelor 
degrees in missions, music, elementary education, and church 
ministries. Master degrees can be earned in biblical studies, ministries, 
and sacred theology. Students may also choose to earn an associates 
degree in secretarial studies, a one-year Bible certificate, or a three-
year theology diploma. 
 Ambassador held their opening revival for the spring semester 
January 7-11. This week is always a great time of spiritual challenge 
that sets the tone for the semester. Their 30th anniversary Bible 
conference is coming up on March 18-22. Graduates from many eras 
of the college’s history will be preaching throughout this week. Toward 
the end of 2018, they were praying for God to provide $100,000 by the 
end of the year. Additional funds are always needed above what the 
students pay, and praise the Lord, He provided over $109,000! Please 
pray that God would continue to provide for and use Ambassador 
Baptist College in a special way as they train students for the ministry.

Website: ambassadors.edu | Phone: 704.434.0303
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 158, Lattimore, NC 28089


