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The book of Ezra is the 
biblical record of the return 
of the Israelites to the land 

after their 70-year Babylonian 
captivity. This captivity was 
foretold by the prophet Jeremiah 
in Jeremiah chapter 25. One of the 
purposes for their return was to 
rebuild the temple that had been 
destroyed by the Babylonians.  
God had a work for them to do.  

As we read this story, we 
find some principles that can be 
applied to God’s work today, and 
we find in our text certain things 
that are needed to do God’s work 
God’s way.  

We began last week by 
looking at the first thing that is 
needed: 
I. A Disturbance from God 

(2:1-2)
God’s work always begins 

with God stirring the heart. This 
is what He did with the Jews. God 
challenged His people through 
Cyrus, the Medo-Persian king, 
to leave Babylon, return to the 
land of Palestine, and rebuild 
the temple. Many of the Jews 
were stirred in their hearts and 
determined to return to their 
homeland. There was a “divine 
disturbance.” We will never do a 
work for God until our hearts are 
stirred.  

This week, let’s consider the 
second thing needed to do a 
work for God: 
II. A Discerning People (3:1-6)

We read in these verses, 
“And when the seventh month 
was come, and the children of 
Israel were in the cities, the people 
gathered themselves together as 
one man to Jerusalem. Then stood 
up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, 
and his brethren the priests, and 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 

and his brethren, and builded the 
altar of the God of Israel, to offer 
burnt offerings thereon, as it is 
written in the law of Moses the 
man of God.”

At the end of chapter 2, we 
read that 42,360 Jews, their 7,337 
servants and maids, and 200 
singing men and women return 
to Jerusalem. Imagine what this 
scene must have looked like: 
almost 50,000 people arriving 
in Jerusalem, unpacking their 
belongings, building houses 
and fences and barns, getting 
their herds situated, and 
doing everything necessary to 
reestablish their lives. Then we 

read in 3:1, that the 7th month 
rolls around, and the people 
drop everything that they are 
doing and gather themselves 
together “as one man.” What are 
they doing, and why are they 
doing this? We find the answer 
in Leviticus 23:33-36. Through 
Moses, God told the Israelites, 
“The fifteenth day of this seventh 
month shall be the feast of 
tabernacles for seven days unto 
the Lord. On the first day shall be 
an holy convocation: ye shall do no 
servile work therein. Seven days ye 
shall offer an offering made by fire 
unto the Lord: on the eighth day 
shall be an holy convocation unto 
you; and ye shall offer an offering 
made by fire unto the Lord: it is a 
solemn assembly; and ye shall do 
no servile work therein.”  

Imagine, after 70 years of 

captivity, while the chastisement 
of God was still fresh in their 
mind, we read that they 
immediately build the altar (vs. 
2), offer burnt offerings (vs. 3), 
and observe the Feast of the 
Tabernacles. They did it all “...as 
it is written in the law of Moses 
the man of God.”  

The Jews that returned 
learned a very valuable lesson 
from this whole ordeal—that 
God’s way is the best way and 
that the blessings in life come 
from obeying God’s Word! This is 
a lesson that every human being 
will learn sooner or later, but the 
best way of learning this lesson 
is to just believe God’s Word by 
faith! Psalm 18:30 tells us, “As for 
God, his way is perfect: the word 
of the Lord is tried: he is a buckler 
to all those that trust in him.” 
Proverbs 6:20-23 reads, “My son, 
keep thy father’s commandment, 
and forsake not the law of thy 
mother: Bind them continually 
upon thine heart, and tie them 
about thy neck. When thou goest, 
it shall lead thee; when thou 
sleepest, it shall keep thee; and 
when thou awakest, it shall talk 
with thee. For the commandment 
is a lamp; and the law is light; and 
reproofs of instruction are the way 
of life:”

Many Christians do not 
believe God’s Word by faith. 
They must learn it by experience. 
But learning it this way always 
costs us something. It may cost 
us our marriage, or a child, or 
we may lose our testimony. Then 
there are other Christians who 
won’t even learn it by experience, 
but will learn it when they meet 
Christ at the Judgment Seat. 
The best thing is for us to be 
discerning Christians and simply 
obey God’s Word by faith!
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•	 Sun., February 10  

Missionary Matt Northcutt 
presenting his new ministry to  
Newfoundland (6:00 PM service)

•	 Sat., February 16  
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Mon., February 18  
Presidents’ Day    
No School, Ministry Offices Closed

•	 Sat., March 9  
Men’s Prayer Breakfast   
8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Tuesday
  Ladies’ Ministry     6:30 PM 

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities February 8, 2019

Capitol
CAPTIONS

Baptist



 

“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Mayfair Park Property: survey, deed transfer, 

lot line adjustment plans submitted to the city
•	HVAC Replacement: phase 3 received–$7,378; 

phase 3 goal–$16,000
•	Joanne Bible: recovery from and upcoming  

dental surgeries 
•	John Bier & Family: recovery from house fire
•	Faith Brough: total knee replacement surgery  

on Monday, February 25
•	Paisley Combs: continued improvement; therapy
•	Scot & Katie Daku: upcoming furlough;  

$1,500 for a van
•	Jim Dunn: irregular heartbeat; upcoming procedure
•	Jack Evans: upcoming hip replacement
•	David Frye: health; in Dover Place, room 18;  

wisdom for a new facility
•	Hamblen Family: bereavement - passing of   

Dr. Bob Hamblen; memorial service on February 28
•	Pastor Kenny Johnson: heart issues
•	Don Kouse: foot surgery recovery
•	Marsha LeDuc: recovery from hip fracture and 

surgery; in rehab
•	Laurie Paolini: blind rehab program in CT
•	Nereida Rodriguez: recovery & rehab
•	Joanne Thompson: heart valve surgery
•	Wagar Family: immigration paperwork error; 

hearing results
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Marsha LeDuc
Hip Fracture & Surgery Recovery
Lancaster Rehabilitation Hospital

675 Good Drive, Room 174
Lancaster, PA 17601

Please pray for Marsha this week as she 
recovers. Consider heading up for a visit 

or sending a note of encouragement! 

Church Services
  3 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
M ATTHEW &  RE BE C C A  ROS E  -  KENYA

November & December 2018
Dear Praying Friends and Faithful Supporters,
We are now at the halfway mark! As of the end of December, God provided 
us with 50% of our monthly support! We prayed for this. God saw fit to 
answer our prayers! To God be the glory! What a joy it is to have Crossroads 
of Life Baptist Church of Canton, GA; Hallmark Baptist Church of Enid, 
OK; and two new individuals partnering with us in reaching Kenya with the 
Gospel!
November Travels: Our deputation adventures took us to Oklahoma and 
Missouri during November to present our burden for Kenya in several 
churches. It was such a blessing to see God at work in these churches and 
to hear stories of lives that have been changed through the Gospel! We even 
saw snow - the girls were so thrilled!
Second Survey Trip: In December, our trip to Kenya fulfilled all of our 
expectations and then some! We stayed with four different missionary 
families and had the opportunity to help in some of their ministries. 
Matthew preached through an interpreter on three occasions; Matthew and 
Rebecca were able to assist with a teen camp, and Deborah had a wonderful 
time meeting and playing with many Kenyan children.
During our stay with the Luke Shelby family, we had the opportunity to 
partake in a street preaching crusade in the town of Kisii in preparation for a 
new church plant. At the end of two days, there were ten adults who trusted 
Christ as their Saviour!
We were able to meet with the administrator of the Shade School of Language. 
It seems like this school will be a good fit for us as we learn Swahili. Language 
training will take about a year, and there is limited housing available on 
campus. Renting one of these houses would be very convenient as they are 

fully furnished and large enough for our family. We are praying that one will 
be available when we arrive in Kenya.
All of the missionaries were a tremendous help in transporting us from 
place to place. They helped us to better understand what life and ministry in 
Kenya will be like and what kinds of things we need to take with us when we 
move. We also were able to speak with several Kenyan men and women who 
helped us understand some aspects of Kenyan life and the Kenyan response 
to spiritual things.
We praise God for giving us the opportunity to take a second survey trip, 
and we thank Him for blessing us with safety and a fruitful journey.
The New Year: Our God is good; He has proven Himself faithful to us over 
and over again! He has called us to Kenya, and we are confident that with 
His calling comes His provision and His perfect timing. We have set a goal 
of finishing deputation and moving to Kenya in December; this is our prayer 
and goal, but ultimately, we want God’s will. Please pray with us for God’s 
will as we work towards our December goal.

Thank you for all your prayers on our behalf!
Matthew & Rebecca Rose (Deborah, Hannah, Esther, Lydia, & Priscilla)

We praise the Lord for: His faithfulness and provision, answering our prayer 
of 50% support, souls saved while we were in Kenya, and several meetings 
scheduled for 2019
We pray for: God’s will concerning our December goal of moving to Kenya, 
God to continue to work in Kevin’s life, God’s guidance as we consider the 
town of Kericho, and God to fill our 2019 calendar with meetings
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