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For the past several weeks, 
we have been looking at 
the opening chapter of the 

book of Acts. The book of Acts 
was penned by Luke, the same 
man who penned the gospel of 
Luke. Luke’s name appears in 
only three places in the Bible—
Colossians 4:14, 2 Timothy 4:11, 
and Philemon 24. From these 
verses, we learn that Luke was a 
physician, a fellow laborer with 
Paul, and a man who stood by 
Paul until the end of his life. The 
book of Acts picks up where the 
gospel of Luke ends. We could 
say that the theme of the book 
of Acts is the continuing work of 
Christ by His Spirit through the 
local church.  

The subject that we have 
been looking at in particular 
in the opening verses of this 
book, I have called: “Taking 
Part of This Ministry.” There is a 
ministry that God has given to 
every believer. It is the ministry 
of the Great Commission. This 
ministry is to be fulfilled through 
the local church, and every child 
of God should have a part in 
this ministry. That is what this 
passage is about.  

So far in this opening chapter, 
we have looked at: 
I. The Witness (vs. 12)
II. The Witnesses (vs. 13-14)

This week, let’s consider:    
III. The Worker (vs. 15-26)

When the gospel of Luke 
concluded, the Lord Jesus 
instructed the early church to 
return to the city of Jerusalem 
and wait in the Upper Room 
until they were “endued with 
power from on high.” We read 
in Luke 24:49-53, “And, behold, 
I send the promise of my Father 

upon you: but tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued 
with power from on high. And he 
led them out as far as to Bethany, 
and he lifted up his hands, and 
blessed them. And it came to 
pass, while he blessed them, 
he was parted from them, and 
carried up into heaven. And they 
worshipped him, and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy: And 
were continually in the temple, 
praising and blessing God. Amen.” 

Now, here in Acts, they have 
returned to Jerusalem and are 
waiting as instructed. During 
this time, Peter (vs. 16) stands 
up and begins to speak to the 
120 church members. He speaks 
of how Judas Iscariot, who was 
one of the twelve, had died, and 
then instructs them to choose 
someone in Judas’ place. They 
are looking for someone to take 
Judas’ place as the 12th apostle. 
Judas’ replacement would have to 
be someone who “… companied 
with us all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, 
Beginning from the baptism of 
John, unto that same day that 
he was taken up from us …” (vs. 
21-22). The two men that fit this 
description were Barsabas and 
Matthias. So they cast lots to see 
who would take Judas’ place, and 
the lot fell upon Matthias.  

Notice that the person chosen 
to be the “replacement apostle” 
had to meet certain criteria. 
He had to be an eyewitness of 
the resurrected Lord. The word 

“apostle” in general means “sent 
one.” There are two ways that the 
Bible uses the word “apostle.” The 
first is to describe the office of an 
apostle (Matthew 10:1-4). The 
second way to use the word is in a 
general sense—as a “sent one” or 
what we would call a missionary 
today. We find this use of the 
word in Acts 14:14, which 
reads, “Which when the apostles, 
Barnabas and Paul, heard of, 
they rent their clothes, and ran 
in among the people, …” Now, 
the office of an apostle does not 
exist today—there is no one alive 
today who was an eyewitness of 
the resurrected Lord—but we do 
have “sent ones” today.  

One of the questions that is 
often asked is this, “Was Matthias 
an apostle?” I do not believe so, 
and here’s why. In Acts chapter 1, 
we have 11 apostles. There is no 
doubt that the Apostle Paul held 
the office of an apostle. He was 
an eyewitness of the risen Lord 
(Acts 9; 1 Corinthians 15:8-9). 
The Holy Spirit of God calls him 
an apostle (Romans 1:1, 11:13;    
1 Corinthians 1:1; 2 Corinthians 
1:1; Galatians 1:1; Ephesians 1:1; 
and more). Paul was the 12th 
apostle. If Matthias was indeed 
an apostle, that would mean that 
there were 13 apostles. When we 
get to Revelation 21, we find a 
description of Heaven. In verse 
14, we read, “And the wall of the 
city had twelve foundations, and 
in them the names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb.” If Matthias, 
or anyone else for that matter, 
was an apostle, then the city 
would have 13 foundations, and 
13 names of the apostles. But 
whether or not Matthias was an 
apostle, it was understood that 
he, like every other believer, was 
to “take part of this ministry …”
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•	 Capitol Baptist Bible   

Institute - Spring 2021  
Tuesday classes started this week, 
and Thursday classes start tonight! 
Registration will be open for two 
more weeks.

•	 Men’s Meeting - Friday- 
Saturday, January 22-23 
Speaker: Dr. S.M. Davis

•	 Guest Speaker - Sunday, 
January 24    
Dr. S.M. Davis will be preaching for 
both services.

•	 Faith for the Family 
Couples’ Retreat -  
Thursday-Saturday,  
February 25-27   
For married couples, in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee 

*All events will follow 
appropriate COVID-19 guidelines.*

Current Reopening Phase: Two 

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

   Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

  Saturdays
Tract Distribution at 10:00 AM

For a current list of Sunday school 
classes, please check the website or 

stop by the Welcome Center.

*Face coverings are required for 
kindergarten age and up, and social 

distancing guidelines are still in effect. 

Weekly Events
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic

•	Easton Baptist Church

•	First State Baptist Church: permanent 
building solution

•	Future Church Plant

•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)

•	Property Development: wisdom moving 
forward 

•	Joey Coppage: shoulder injury

•	Dot Cordeiro & Family: bereavement - 
passing of George Cordeiro

•	Caleb Ensley: surgery recovery

•	Curtis Ensley: upcoming knee surgery -  
Thursday, February 4

•	Ottosen Family: visa renewals; return to  
Komako village

•	Cindy Prange: health issues; medical tests on 
Friday morning, January 15

•	Jared Rieff: ankle pain; possible surgery

•	Rivera & Vanderpool Families: serious 
tornado damage

•	Jimmy Snyder: medical tests
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Dot Cordeiro
Bereavement

44 Sorghum Mill Road
Dover, DE 19901

Please pray for Dot and family this week, 
as her son George passed away last week. 

Consider sending a note of encouragement!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Church Services
  2 visitors, 2 baptisms

From the Mission Field
STEPHEN & JULIE KNICKERBOCKER - BURKINA FASO

December 2020
Dear Pastors, Supporting Churches, and Praying Friends,
Unto us a son is given: During this past Christmas season, we have 
been blessed with a son. Julie was induced on the 7th of December 
and gave birth to our son, Korben Asher Knickerbocker. Korben was 
born weighing 8 lb., 7 oz. and stretching 20 in. long. Although he had 
difficulty breathing on his own because of fluid in his lungs, he was 
swiftly stabilized by the staff who took great care of him in the NICU. 
We praise the Lord that we were able to return home as a family on the 
10th. Julie and the baby are doing well, and we are learning to adjust our 
lives with this precious addition to our family.
Elections in Burkina: Thankfully, the elections in Burkina Faso were 
uneventful. The former president Kaboré was reelected, winning by 
a landslide, and there was no terrorist activity to disrupt the election 
process. This is good news, for we believe that the safety progress 
under President Kaboré will continue as he maintains good diplomatic 
relationships with the US and French government to join the fight 
against Islamic extremism.
Good spirits in the church: As the year drew to a conclusion, I received 
an encouraging report from Pastor Mamadou, who has taken leadership 
of the church. He expressed that the folks of the church are in good 
spirits and that the prospects for the advancement of the church for 2021 
are looking good. Please pray for Choucrat: he is going through several 
trials as he has recently buried an older brother and his father. As we are 
able to communicate regularly together, I am pleased to see Choucrat’s 

thirst for the Word of God. Help us pray that God would use him to be 
a bold and compassionate witness to his family.
Thank you for your prayers, encouragement, and partnership with us in 
the work of the Lord.

Looking unto Jesus,
Stephen & Julie Knickerbocker

Praise Report:
•	 Julie and Korben are doing well.
•	 The girls are adjusting very well to Korben’s presence.
•	 The elections in Burkina have gone well.
•	 Blaise was able to get a new work schedule, freeing his Sundays.
•	 David is maintaining good health.

Prayer Requests:
•	 Scheduling meetings for furlough in 2021
•	 Bienvenu and Mamadou as they lead the church in our absence
•	 Translation work
•	 Training of the faithful men of the church
•	 Safety and wisdom for the church construction project
•	 The fight against terrorism
•	 Spiritual and physical growth of the church
•	 A stable job for Vincent, David, Bienvenu, and Serge
•	 Salvation of Ivette

Email: knickinburkina@gmail.com | Website: knickinburkinafaso.com


