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When we come to the 
eleventh chapter of 
Acts, we read of the 

birthing of the church at Antioch. 
This church was planted by those 
church members from Jerusalem 
who were “scattered abroad” 
upon the persecution of Stephen. 
These Christians fled Jerusalem, 
but went everywhere preaching 
the gospel. In this chapter, we read 
how they entered into the city of 
Antioch and preached Christ. A 
great number of people believed, 
and a local New Testament 
church was planted.

When the church at Jerusalem 
heard that many Gentiles were 
being saved, they sent Barnabas, 
who was a church member and 
deacon at Jerusalem, to go to 
Antioch. When he saw what God 
was doing there in Antioch, he 
was glad. Barnabas stayed there to 
help disciple those new believers 
and soon realized that he needed 
help. So, he sent for Saul, who 
was at the time in Tarsus, to come 
and help him. Barnabas and Saul 
spent an entire year with this 
church at Antioch, grounding 
them in God’s Word.

Here in our text, the narrative 
leaves Antioch and goes back 
to the church at Jerusalem. 
The church at Jerusalem had 
begun to face three very trying 
circumstances. The first was a 
famine (11:27-30), the second was 
the martyrdom of James (12:1-2), 
and the third was the arrest and 
potential killing of Peter. These 
were some very trying things—
but I’d like for us to see a phrase 
in 12:5 that describes how they 
faced those trials! We read, “… 
but prayer was made without 
ceasing of the church unto God for 
him.”  

All throughout the book 

of Acts, we find that the first-
century church was a praying 
church. Thirty-five times in the 
book of Acts, we read of prayer. 
Six times already in the first 
eleven chapters of Acts, we find 
the church praying together! In 
Acts 1:14, we find them praying 
in the upper room. In Acts 1:24, 
we find them praying when they 
chose Matthias as an apostle. 
In Acts 2:42, after 3,000 were 
saved, we find them praying 
again. In Acts 3:1, we find Peter 
and John going to the temple to 
attend a scheduled church prayer 
meeting. In Acts 4:31, after they 
experienced the first persecution, 
we find them praying again. In 
Acts 6:6, when choosing the first 
deacons, the church once again 
prayed together.

If we want to truly be a first-
century church, then we must be 
a church of prayer. There are two 
distinctly different kinds of church 
meetings that we find in the New 
Testament. First, they gathered 
for worship and the teaching and 
preaching of God’s Word. Then, 
the second type of meeting we 
find in the New Testament is one 
that churches today have sadly 
neglected. It is the church prayer 
meeting. Today, this meeting 
is the most neglected and most 
poorly attended meeting of the 
church. Of course, we should all 
pray as individual Christians, but 
it is vital that we have a designated 

time as a church for prayer. For 
Capitol Baptist, this corporate 
prayer time is our Wednesday 
night prayer meeting.  

Let’s begin to look at this 
passage, and we will see why this 
meeting is so important.  
I. The Problems of the Church 

(vs. 1-4)
We read “Now about that time 

Herod the king stretched forth 
his hands to vex certain of the 
church. And he killed James the 
brother of John with the sword. 
And because he saw it pleased the 
Jews, he proceeded further to take 
Peter also. (Then were the days 
of unleavened bread.) And when 
he had apprehended him, he put 
him in prison, and delivered him 
to four quaternions of soldiers to 
keep him; intending after Easter to 
bring him forth to the people.”  

In the last chapter, we read of 
a great world famine that affected 
this church. Then, we read of 
Herod martyring James, the son 
of Zebedee. When Herod saw 
that this pleased the Jews, he went 
after Peter also! All throughout 
the book of Acts, we read of 
one crisis after another that this 
church at Jerusalem faced. This 
reminds me of what Christ said to 
the disciples in John 16:33, “These 
things I have spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In 
the world ye shall have tribulation: 
but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” Christ told 
us that we would face many trials 
if we truly live the Christian life. 
Hymnwriter John Newton said 
it well when he wrote, “Through 
many dangers, toils, and snares …” 
One of the reasons that prayer is 
vital for a church is because we 
need God to enable us to face the 
trials of the Christian life!

Acts  11 :17-12 :19  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Second Quarter P.A.C. - 

Fri., January 20
 › At 9:30 AM in the Auditorium
 › Our Capitol Baptist School students 
will present the recently canceled 
“The Gift of Christmas” program.

•	 Men’s Retreat - Fri.-Sat., 
January 27-28
 › At The Promised Land Camp in 
Conestoga, Pennsylvania

 › Speaker: Randy Starr

•	 Guest Speaker -   
Sun., January 29
 › Evangelist Randy Starr
 › Adult & teen SS classes combined

•	 Couples’ Retreat -  
Fri.-Sat., February 3-4
 › Retreat in Hershey, Pennsylvania
 › Registration is closed.

•	 Guest Speakers -   
Sun., February 5
 › 11:00 AM - Evangelist Joe Kaiser
 › 6:00 PM - Missionary Kevin Brown 
(Armed Forces Baptist Missions)

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

Tuesdays
Seminary First Class at 6:15 PM 

Seminary Second Class at 7:40 PM

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

King’s Kids (age 3 to 6th grade) at 7:00 PM

Thursdays
Seminary First Class at 6:15 PM 

Seminary Second Class at 7:40 PM

Saturdays
Soul-Winning & Visitation at 10:00 AM

Weekly Events

Church Activities January 13, 2023

CAPTIONSCapitol Baptist



“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church: possible 

purchase of church building
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: meeting with new 

site engineer on January 17
•	Burton Betts: likely cancer on ribs; upcoming 

biopsy; wisdom for doctors
•	Deane Betts: healing of broken shoulder
•	Albert Brough, VI: lung cancer 
•	Hayden Coverett: heart ablation recovery
•	John Hauer, Sr.: iritis, needs eye laser surgery 

to relieve pressure
•	Fran Horne: declining health; kidney infection
•	Jacqueline Hughes: ongoing cancer treatments
•	Evangelist Brian McBride: surgery on 

February 2 for cyst on vocal chords
•	Dot Megonigal: recovery from hip surgery
•	Ottosen Family: return to Komako Village  

(Praise - They arrived in Papua New Guinea!)
•	Sharon Schmittinger: recovery from  

second cataract surgery
•	Steve Schmittinger: heart problems &  

serious medical decisions
•	Darlene Sutton: recovery from UTI

Listen Live to 96.1 FM | Visit CbcofDover.com

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Church Services
  6 visitors

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
Andrew & Shawn Canavan - Ireland

Burton & Deane Betts
Health Concerns & Recovery

265 Trout Way
Frederica, DE 19946

Please pray for the Betts, as Burton undergoes 
testing for likely cancer and as Deane recovers 

from a heart attack and a broken shoulder. 
Consider sending a note of encouragement!

January 2023
BLESSED CHRISTMAS OUTREACHES: We are grateful for a 
working, serving church. Our children performed the Christmas play 
The Greatest Gift, with many unsaved parents and friends attending. 
The following week, our choir presented a Christmas cantata entitled 
Christmas Grace, both in the church and also in a large assisted-living 
residence with many in attendance. Our Carols by Candlelight service 
was also blessed with many new visitors. During each of these three 
special services, we were able to give simple gospel messages, and we 
rejoice to see gospel seeds planted. Fruitful conversations have followed, 
and also, some have expressed the desire to begin attending our church 
services on a regular basis. We ask specific prayer for the salvation of 
two gentlemen, Denis and Barry, both husbands of two of our church 
ladies. 
MINISTERING TO OUR NEIGHBORS: Our Iranian neighbors, 
Behrouz and Bahar, joined a church service a second time in December. 
The following week, they joined us for dinner at our apartment, and we 
were able to personally bring gospel to the friendship we have developed. 
Though they are not earnestly seeking after anything religious, they do 
have questions and seem open to further conversations. As the husband, 
Behrouz, promised to read the book we left him, (Nabeel Qureshi’s 
Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus), would you please pray that his eyes will 
be opened to truth and that he would share what he is reading with his 
wife? 
CHURCH MINISTRIES: The Lord has given us the special privilege 
to serve as interim pastor during my parents’ furlough these last several 
months. We have seen new aspects of ministry, gained experience in 

one-on-one work, and have been stretched and blessed. God has given 
fresh grace for every ministry, every event, and every situation. We 
are grateful to see the church move forward with new attendees and 
growing members. Due to new and different circumstances, we have 
had to re-organize our weekly kids club to a monthly weekend Bible 
club. The decision was a hard one to make, but we are excited to begin 
a new type of outreach. Please pray as we consider new ways to reach 
young children and families in our local area.
SHAWN’S EPILEPSY: We are grateful to report that Baby C is growing 
healthily, but we covet your prayers for Shawn. Typically, her epilepsy is 
very stable; however, starting mid-November, this second pregnancy has 
triggered a sharp increase in seizures. Due to the frequency of seizures 
per day, we have had to put her on bed rest for the time being. Her 
medicine has been increased three times, but still the problem persists. 
We believe through the prayers of so many, the Lord providentially 
allowed an appointment for an ambulatory EEG today, which will help 
discern diagnosis and treatment. Please pray for her neurologists, Dr. 
Doran and Sinead Murphy, as they attempt to bring her and baby safely 
through this fragile time. We pray many rich blessings upon you in 
2023, and thank you for your prayers and support!
PRAYER REQUESTS:
SALVATION: Behrouz, Alexandra, Angelo, Gabriel, Aidan, Barry, Denis
GROWTH: Victor, Arnel, Fe, Calvin, Anette, John, Ador, Samson
SPECIAL: Shawn’s epilepsy, New Testament outreach, Discipleships, 
Boldness
Email: andrew2ireland@gmail.com


