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For the past few weeks, we 
have been dealing with 
the opening chapter of the 

book of Acts, and in particular, 
the subject “Taking Part of This 
Ministry.” There is a ministry that 
God has given to every believer 
that is to be fulfilled through their 
local church. It is the ministry 
of the Great Commission. The 
Great Commission begins with 
leading lost sinners to receive 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
personal Saviour. This ministry 
is described by the apostle Paul 
in 2 Corinthians 5:18-20, which 
reads, “And all things are of God, 
who hath reconciled us to himself 
by Jesus Christ, and hath given to 
us the ministry of reconciliation; 
To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto 
them; and hath committed unto 
us the word of reconciliation. 
Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 

In our text, the early church 
is preparing to embark on this 
ministry. As we look at this 
passage, there are several lessons 
we can learn. Last week, we saw: 
I. The Witness (vs. 12)

This week, let’s consider: 
II. The Witnesses (vs. 13-14)

We read, “And when they were 
come in, they went up into an upper 
room, where abode both Peter, 
and James, and John, and Andrew, 
Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and 
Judas the brother of James. These 
all continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication, with the 
women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with his brethren.”  

After Christ’s ascension back 
to Heaven, this first church went 
back to the city of Jerusalem 
and gathered together in what 
many believe to be the same 
upper room where the apostles 
met with Christ on the night of 
His arrest. This list that we read 
gives us many of the names of 
the people that were in this first 
church. Verse 14 tells us that 
Mary was there. This is the last 
time that we read of Mary in the 
Bible. Notice that she is not being 
prayed to or worshipped. No one 
is asking her for forgiveness or 
kissing her feet, but we see her 
praying to God herself amongst 
God’s people.  

Over the entrance of a 
Catholic church in South 
America, there is an inscription 
in Spanish, which when 
translated into English, reads, 
“Come unto Mary, all ye burdened 
and distressed with your sins, and 
she will give you relief.” But it was 
the Lord Himself that said in 
Matthew 11:28, “Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” 

In verse 15, we are told that 
there were about 120 in the upper 
room at this time. We find them 
there in one accord, of one mind, 
in unity, praying and making 
supplication. On the night of 
Christ’s arrest, remember that 
all of Christ’s followers that 
were there forsook Him and fled 
(Matthew 26:56). Now they are 
here assembled together in His 

name.  
In this early church were 

fishermen, a tax collector, 
mothers and fathers, and just 
regular old people, but the one 
thing that they had in common 
was that they were saved! They 
had no church building, no large 
bank account, no power point 
presentation, no bus ministry, 
no song books, no website, yet 
this group would soon turn 
the world upside down! They 
were just common people, but 
uncommon in the fact that they 
knew the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour. What happened 
that changed their life and 
brought them together in this 
upper room? The resurrection! 
Their Saviour did what He said 
He would do, proving that He 
indeed was God in the flesh! He 
rose from the dead!   

Do you know what will 
revolutionize the life of any 
Christian? We must truly 
come to grips with the truth 
that our Saviour lives! He is 
alive! Truly believing this will 
change your prayer life, your 
boldness in witnessing, your 
church attendance, your giving, 
your zeal, and your behavior in 
general. When this reality “hits 
home,” it will take an ordinary 
person and transform them in 
such a way that God can use 
them in an extraordinary way! 

God used a little blind girl 
named Fanny Crosby to write 
over 8,000 gospel hymns for His 
glory, God took a foul-mouthed 
slave trader named John Newton 
and used him as a pastor and 
mighty preacher of the gospel, 
and God can use you and me to 
bring Him glory as we yield our 
lives to Him and remember—our 
Saviour lives!

Acts  1 :12-26  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Missionary Presentation 

- Sunday, January 10  
We will have a missionary to the Far 
East preaching, giving his testimony, 
and presenting his ministry.

•	 Capitol Baptist Bible   
Institute - Spring 2021  
The new semester begins this coming 
Tuesday, January 12!

•	 Men’s Meeting - Friday- 
Saturday, January 22-23 
Speaker: Dr. S.M. Davis

•	 Faith for the Family 
Couples’ Retreat -  
Thursday-Saturday,  
February 25-27   
For married couples, in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee 

*All events will follow 
appropriate COVID-19 guidelines.*

Current Reopening Phase: Two 

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

   Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

  Saturdays
Tract Distribution at 10:00 AM

For a current list of Sunday school 
classes, please check the website or 

stop by the Welcome Center.

*Face coverings are required for 
kindergarten age and up, and social 

distancing guidelines are still in effect. 
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church: permanent 

building solution
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: wisdom moving 

forward 
•	Joey Coppage: shoulder injury
•	Ken Donaghue: recovery from thyroid cancer 

surgery
•	Allan Harding: recovery from pneumonia & 

COVID-19; salvation
•	Jim Morton: recovery from COVID-19;  

hospitalized in Missouri in stable but critical condition 
(improving)

•	Ottosen Family: visa renewals; return to  
Komako village

•	Cindy Prange: health issues
•	Rivera & Vanderpool Families: serious 

tornado damage
•	Sharon Schmittinger: recovery from  

shoulder surgery; therapy
•	Jimmy Snyder: medical tests
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Cindy Prange
Health Issues

225 Beechwood Avenue 
(P.O. Box 60)

Dover, DE 19901
Please pray for Cindy this week, as she 

has been dealing with some health 
struggles lately. Consider sending 

her a note of encouragement!

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Church Services
  1 visitor

From the Mission Field
SETH & MELISSA ACREE - GHANA

Acree Update, November 2020
Dear Praying Friends,

The Country & COVID-19: Pray for Ghana as they hold their 
presidential elections in December. We don’t anticipate any kind 
of violence or rioting, but it is wise to minimize going out in the 
days following the election. Leading up to the election, there have 
been some complications regarding voter registration that have put 
many on edge. Where we are located, Coronavirus has not been all 
that prevalant or disruptive of late, so we are thankful for that.

The Ministry: Since our last prayer letter, we have seen nine profess 
Christ! Typically, my wife teaches children’s Sunday school class 
while I teach the adults. On Sundays when Melissa is unable to 
teach, we will combine Sunday school classes. This happened in 
September, and instead of teaching the lesson from the curriculum 
that my wife would have taught, I was led to present the gospel. 
Nine young people responded, and I took each, one-by-one, and 
explained again God’s plan of salvation. Of those nine, seven 
accepted Christ! We also recently saw two accept Christ while out 
on visitation.

The Family: Timothy “Timmy” Nolan Acree has arrived! Born 
November 14th, he weighed 8 lbs., 10 oz. and was 21 inches 
long. We praise God that of our six children, he was the first to 
arrive before his due date, and his birth was relatively smooth and 

uncomplicated. Melissa and Timmy are both recovering well, and 
we as a family have returned to our home in Sunyani. There is 
much paperwork to acquire when giving birth in a foreign country. 
Already, we have acquired Timmy’s pink birth certificate and have 
applied for his official, green birth certificate. Once that is received, 
we can go to the US embassy and apply for a birth abroad report 
and US passport. Once we receive his US passport, we can apply 
for his residency visa for Ghana. Lest Timmy steal all her thunder, 
Abby, our fourth born, got born again!

Thank you for your continued prayers and support,
Seth Acree & family

Praises:
•	 New addition to the family
•	 Melissa’s and Timmy’s recovery
•	 Support from friends around Timmy’s birth
•	 Many salvation decisions this quarter

Prayer Requests:
•	 Melissa’s health and an accurate diagnosis
•	 Paperwork: everything needed for Timmy
•	 Affordable land for the church to relocate
•	 Christian growth for those who recently professed Christ

Email: sjacree@gmail.com | Facebook: Acrees To Ghana


