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It was an exciting time in the 
church at Jerusalem. This 
church had grown from 120 

believers that were gathered in 
the upper room waiting for the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, to  
leaving that room filled with the 
Spirit of God, boldly preaching 
the gospel in Jerusalem, and 
reaching multitudes of people. 
Some scholars believe that the 
church at Jerusalem could have 
numbered over 100,000 in 
membership! As they continued 
to be bold witnesses for the Lord, 
they faced multiple threats, 
persecutions, mock trials, and 
even imprisonments. Yet, the 
Lord saw them through it all as 
they remained faithful. 

Now, here in chapter 6 of 
Acts, the church has to deal with 
something else. We read in the 
fourth verse of our passage this 
week, “But we will give ourselves 
continually to prayer, and to the 
ministry of the word.” Typically, 
we use this passage to call 
attention to the ministry of the 
deacon in the local church, but 
there are so many more things 
we can learn from this passage.  

Let’s consider first:
I. The Problem (vs. 1-2) 

We read in these verses, “And 
in those days, when the number of 
the disciples was multiplied, there 
arose a murmuring of the Grecians 
against the Hebrews, because 
their widows were neglected in 
the daily ministration. Then the 
twelve called the multitude of the 
disciples unto them, and said, It 
is not reason that we should leave 
the word of God, and serve tables.”  

After reading those verses, 
what would you say that the 
problem was that this church 
was facing? What was the real 

issue? 
The church at Jerusalem 

was growing quite rapidly. As 
they were daily teaching and 
preaching Jesus Christ, the 
number of the disciples was 
multiplying. It was no longer a 
matter of addition; it was now a 
matter of multiplication—and in 
the middle of this great growth, 
some murmuring started. What 
was this murmuring about?  

In the church at Jerusalem, 
there were Hellenist Jews (Greek 
Jews) and Hebrew Jews. The 
Hebrew Jews traced their descent 
from Jacob and conformed to 
the religion of the Jews. They 
spoke Hebrew and retained 
Hebrew customs. The Hellenist 
Jews were Jews that spoke Greek 
and practiced Grecian customs. 

Evidently, this church had been 
giving help to those church 
members that had needs (4:35). 
But now, because of the size of 
the church and the great needs 
that were there, this ministry 
became difficult, and the Grecian 
Jews felt that their widows were 
being neglected as compared to 
the Hebrew Jew’s widows. So, 
they began to murmur.  

To murmur means to 
complain and publicly express 
discontent. Murmuring in a 
church is never good! Whenever 
I read the word “murmur,” I 
immediately think of Moses 
and the children of Israel in 
the wilderness. It was not long 

after crossing the Red Sea that 
God’s people began to murmur, 
and here we find God’s people 
at it again—murmuring! Now, 
while murmuring is a problem, 
this was not the real issue. 
The murmuring was merely 
something that God allowed, to 
draw people’s attention to the 
real problem. The real problem 
is found in verse 2, where we 
read, “… It is not reason that we 
should leave the word of God, and 
serve tables.” The real problem 
was that the ministry was 
getting so big, and the demands 
were becoming so great, that 
the need was beyond any one 
person’s capability—and there 
was pressure being put on the 
apostles to step away from their 
primary ministry, of praying and 
ministering the Word of God to 
the people.  

Often, God allows some 
difficulty into our lives to point 
out something that needs to 
be addressed. So often, we 
get caught up in the surface 
problem, when God is trying 
to use that surface problem to 
reveal a much deeper problem. A 
good example of this principle is 
the familiar Bible story of Jonah. 
When Jonah was swallowed by 
the whale, that was a problem—
but that wasn’t the real problem! 
The real problem was that Jonah 
was not spiritually right with 
God. He was running from God, 
and God was trying to get his 
attention. God was trying to get 
Jonah to see things His way!  

When things come into our 
lives that disturb us, that knock 
us out of our comfort zone, 
we must look beyond what is 
happening and look to what God 
is doing. We must see the hand 
of God in all areas of our lives.     

Acts  6 :1 -7  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore

•	 Mommies & Ministry 
Meeting - Fri., January 7 
 › At 7:00 PM at the Moores’ home
 › For mothers with young children
 › Childcare not provided

•	 Ladies’ Craft Finale -  
Begins Sat., January 8 
 › At 10:30 AM in Room 33
 › An opportunity to finish crafts you 
haven’t been able to complete!

 › Bring a snack or lunch and the  
materials for your craft of choice!

•	 CBBI Spring Semester - 
Begins Tue., January 11
 › Registration opens at 6:00 PM.
 › Schedule and more details are 
available on our website.

•	 Men’s Retreat - Fri.-Sat., 
January 28-29
 › At The Promised Land Camp
 › Speaker: Evang. Joe Kaiser
 › Cost: $50 per person (ages 8 & up)

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

Saturdays
Soul-Winning & Visitation at 10:00 AM

Since private businesses no 
longer have to require face masks, 
Capitol Baptist Church is leaving 
this choice up to the individual.
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: permit approval
•	Jessica Baranowski: stent surgery recovery & 

upcoming stent surgery
•	Brady Carrow: sick with Covid in Nebraska
•	Harold Cook: cancer, blood infection, and  

sepsis; home on hospice
•	Jim Dunn: recovery from mild pneumonia; low 

blood pressure
•	Geraldine Green: recovery from hip  

replacement surgery
•	Fran Horne: health
•	Danny Madlangbayan: lymphoma; salvation
•	Ayla Rain: mouth cancer surgery recovery &  

rehab; salvation
•	Madeline Rebert: cancer surgery recovery
•	Keith Shirey: in hospital in Easton; health issues
•	Pastor Keith Thibo: hospitalized with Covid; 

Praise - off the ventilator!
•	Jack Walton: upcoming surgery this month
•	Alethia Wilt: continued outpatient leukemia 

treatments
•	Teresa Zimmerman: cancer; shrinkage of mass; 

wisdom & salvation for Dr. Podczaski; CT scan in February
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Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  Praise the Lord for some 
  returning visitors!

Church Services
  6 visitors

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
Yura & Wendy Popchenko - Ukraine

November-December 2021 Prayer Letter (Excerpts)
Dear Prayer Partners,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Popchenko family! As I 
look back over the past year, I can only thank the Lord for how He has 
brought us through it. On the one hand, it was probably the most difficult 
year of my life. … On the other hand, this year was extremely productive 
for the translation of the Old Testament. We have translated more this year 
than any other year during the entire project. To some extent, this is due to 
another blessing – my son Yurko joined the project on a full-time basis. The 
same year, I taught him basic Hebrew grammar and covered with him ¾ of 
the Hebrew syntax course. Also, this year, I published an extensive article 
about our translation of the New Testament in a prominent Ukrainian 
theological magazine. Finally, this past year, the Ukrainian New Testament 
became available on the YouVersion app. I am thankful to my team members 
for their hard and fruitful work. I am thankful to all of our supporters for 
your prayers and financial support that made this progress possible. And I 
praise the Lord for helping me so far!
November brought us very sad news. Bro. Bob Doom, the director of the 
Russian Bible Society of Arden, North Carolina, passed away. He was a 
great encouragement to me personally, and his partnership was crucial for 
the success of the Ukrainian Bible translation project. … We are glad that 
Ben Wilkerson was appointed as the new director and plans to carry on the 
vision of the Ukrainian Bible.
In December, I had a great opportunity to present the New Testament a 
few times in Ivano-Frankivsk in western Ukraine. … This was the first 
time that I was able to address so many different audiences in just two days.
Mama’s Corner, by Wendy: Sashko is almost 20 (!) and very busy teaching 
English. In addition to his online students, he has gotten several clients 

through a small school of native speakers. In his spare time, Sashko enjoys 
working with wood. Yurko at age 17½ is busy-busy working with Yura 
on the Old Testament, while studying Hebrew, linguistics, and advanced 
Ukrainian. For the New Year, Sashko and Yurko went with a church group 
to the eastern Ukrainian city of Harkiv for two days and then to the village of 
Bakumivka. It is always a blessing to see that our sons have good Christian 
young people with whom to fellowship. Andriy is 13½ and busy with 
7th grade and music school. Right before the Christmas holidays, he got 
promoted to a ¾ sized cello! Along with all of his brothers, Andriy played 
in our church’s ensemble for the Christmas service. He and Matviy also took 
part in the Christmas play: Andriy as a narrator and Matviy as a shepherd. 
Matviy will be 11 next month. 5th grade is going well for him, and his 
violin skills are improving. For the first week of winter vacation, we had 
enough snow for sledding, so the younger boys spent most of their waking 
hours on a slope near our house with neighborhood friends. 
Praises and Prayer Requests:
•	 Praise the Lord for progress in translating the Old Testament in 2021!
•	 Praise the Lord for the impact of the late Bro. Doom on the Ukrainian 

Bible translation.
•	 Praise the Lord for the opportunity to present the New Testament in 

Ivano-Frankivsk.
•	 Pray for the work of translating the Ukrainian Old Testament.
•	 Pray for Yurko and Anya’s continued Hebrew studies.
Thank you for your faithful prayers and support. Be sure to visit our blog at 
www.bibleua.com/blog to see pictures and videos.

Sincerely Yours in Christ Jesus,
Yura, Wendy, Sashko, Yurko, Andriy, and Matviy Popchenko

Email: bible4ukraine@gmail.com

Jim Dunn
Health

37 Stevens Street
Camden, DE 19934

Please pray for Jim this week, as he 
recovers from mild pneumonia and has 

recently had low blood pressure. Consider 
sending him a note of encouragement!


