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For the past few weeks, we 
have been looking at the 
phrase found in Acts 11:26, 

which reads, “And the disciples 
were called Christians first in 
Antioch.” The word “Christian” 
means more than merely being 
saved. It means being saved, but 
also reflecting the Lord Jesus 
Christ in our lives.  

The church at Jerusalem, 
which began with Christ and His 
disciples and was empowered at 
Pentecost, had been in existence 
for about ten years when this 
statement was made—and it 
was made about the new church 
in Antioch, not the church at 
Jerusalem. So, why was this said 
of the church at Antioch? What 
made them more like Christ 
than the church at Jerusalem? 
Several reasons are found in this 
text. So far, we have looked at the 
first two reasons:   
I. They Understood the Work 

of the Lord. (vs. 19-21)
II. They Reflected the Ways of 

The Lord. (vs. 22-23)
A. We Desire to Keep His 

Commandments. 
B. We Love the Brethren. 
C. We Sense Holy Spirit 

Conviction. 
The third way they reflected 

Christ was:
III. They Grew in the Word of 

the Lord. (vs. 23b-26)
We read in these verses, “… 

For he was a good man, and full 
of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and 
much people was added unto the 
Lord. Then departed Barnabas 
to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: And 
when he had found him, he 
brought him unto Antioch. And 
it came to pass, that a whole year 
they assembled themselves with 

the church, and taught much 
people. And the disciples were 
called Christians first in Antioch.” 

When Barnabas came to 
Antioch from Jerusalem, we 
are told that he “saw” the grace 
of God. In other words, he saw 
God’s transforming power in 
the lives of these newly saved 
people, and we read that he 
“… exhorted them all, that with 
purpose of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord.” This new 
church was experiencing much 
growth. Verse 24 tells us that “… 
much people was added unto the 
Lord.” Barnabas was discipling 
these new converts, but he 
needed help, so he sent for Saul. 

The last time we heard of Saul’s 
name, the disciples had sent him 
to Tarsus because his life was 
being threatened by the Jews in 
Jerusalem (9:30). Saul went to 
Antioch and spent a whole year 
at the church helping Barnabas. 
These new Christians continued 
to grow! Notice that their 
spiritual life did not end with 
salvation; it began there. They 
did not see salvation as the end, 
but as the beginning. This is the 
way that it is supposed to be. We 
read in 2 Corinthians  3:18, “But 
we all, with open face beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.” Then, in 
2 Peter 3:18, we read, “But grow 

in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now 
and for ever. Amen.”

One of the greatest dangers 
in the Christian life is to get to a 
place where we think that we’ve 
arrived, where we think that we 
don’t need to learn anymore or 
grow anymore. Many people 
think that spirituality is a matter 
of chronology. In other words, 
they think that the amount of 
years that someone has been 
saved somehow translates into 
spiritual maturity. It does not! 
One can be saved for decades 
and still be a spiritual baby. I 
have met people that have been 
saved for a very long time, yet 
are ignorant of the basics of 
the Christian life. On the other 
hand, I have met people who 
have been saved for a relatively 
short period of time that have 
grown in leaps and bounds. The 
one that grows is the one that 
has a hunger and thirst to know 
more of God’s Word!  

Hebrews 5 describes the 
danger of not growing. In verse 
12, we read “For when for the time 
ye ought to be teachers, ye have 
need that one teach you again 
which be the first principles of the 
oracles of God; and are become 
such as have need of milk, and 
not strong meat.” These Hebrew 
Christians stopped growing!  

May every believer that 
is reading this article work at 
cultivating their desire to grow 
in the grace and knowledge of 
Christ. It is when we have this 
attribute and the other attributes 
that the church at Antioch had, 
and truly live like Christians, 
that God can use us in a greater 
way to reach this lost and dying 
world!

Acts  11 :19-26  |  Pastor  T.  H.  Moore
•	 Mommies & Ministry 

Meeting - Fri., January 6
 › At 7:00 PM at the Moores’ home
 › For CBC mommies of young children
 › Childcare not provided

•	 Ottosens’ Farewell  
Sunday - Sun., January 8
 › Jason Ottosen preaching for the 
evening service

 › Cake and ice cream fellowship after 
the evening service

 › Love offering (as they prepare to 
return to Papua New Guinea)

•	 Second Quarter P.A.C. - 
Fri., January 20
 › At 9:30 AM in the Auditorium
 › Our Capitol Baptist School students 
will present the recently canceled 
“The Gift of Christmas” program.

•	 Men’s Retreat - Fri.-Sat., 
January 27-28
 › At The Promised Land Camp in 
Conestoga, Pennsylvania

 › Speaker: Randy Starr

Sundays
Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Morning Service at 11:00 AM
Evening Service at 6:00 PM

Tuesdays
Seminary First Class at 6:15 PM 

Seminary Second Class at 7:40 PM

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 PM

King’s Kids (age 3 to 6th grade) at 7:00 PM

Thursdays
Seminary First Class at 6:15 PM 

Seminary Second Class at 7:40 PM

Saturdays
Soul-Winning & Visitation at 10:00 AM

Weekly Events

Church Activities January 6, 2023
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church: possible 

purchase of church building
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Property Development: meeting with new 

site engineer on January 17
•	Burton Betts: likely cancer on ribs; sternum 

biopsy; wisdom for doctors
•	Albert Brough, VI: lung cancer (home from 

hospital)
•	Fran Horne: declining health; kidney infection
•	Jacqueline Hughes: ongoing cancer treatments
•	Brian McBride: upcoming surgery for cyst on 

vocal chords
•	Dot Megonigal: recovery from hip surgery (in 

PAM Rehab)
•	Prange Family: bereavement (passing of Cindy’s 

mother); funeral today
•	Steve Schmittinger: heart problems &  

serious medical decisions
•	Janet Schroer & Sarah Renshaw:  

bereavement (passing of Ronald)
•	Darlene Sutton: very sick in the ICU at KGH
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Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven
Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  1 salvation

Church Services
  5 visitors

From the Mission Field / Help Ministry
Josh & Sarah Wagar - Chuuk, Micronesia

Dot Megonigal
Hip Surgery Recovery

2206 Hazlettville Road
Dover, DE 19904

Please pray for Dot, as she recently fell and 
broke her hip, leading to a hip surgery. She is 
currently staying in PAM Rehab. Consider 

sending her a note of encouragement!

October 2022 (Excerpts)
Our Dear Praying Friends,
It is with great pleasure and joy that we can announce the arrival of our son, 
Uriah Kekoa Wagar, on September 25, 2022! He was born 8 pounds 3 ounces 
and 19½ inches long. Sarah did such an amazing job in labor. In fact, she was 
able to do most of it here at the house and only have to do the last little bit 
in the hospital! Mom and baby are both doing great, and we are all adjusting 
happily to this new little life in our family.
Since being back in the States, we have been able to visit a decent amount 
of our supporting churches within our nearby vicinity. We had the joy of 
participating in our home church’s missions conference. … Though we were 
just one week into adjusting to life with a new baby, we were able to enjoy 
taking part of this special time in our church and updating our church family 
on what God has done and what we believe Him to be getting ready to do.
We took the rest of the month of October to adjust to having Uriah and to 
focus on evaluating his health. Initially, there were concerns, but we thank 
the Lord that he is in the clear. … Lord willing, we will be taking December 
to truly enjoy some family time and rest before we begin traveling in the new 
year.
As for news from back home, Covid finally hit Chuuk, for which we are 
grateful. This has forced the government to recognize that the largest threat of 
Covid has passed and that they are right in desiring to open the borders. As 
of now, the borders are fully open to any and all! This is an answer to prayer, 
since they have seemed to talk about keeping the border closed indefinitely. 
Now, however, there is one less obstacle in our return to Chuuk.
With Covid hitting Chuuk, most of our church folks were affected. We were 
most worried about Pastor Mike and Ms. Sophia due to their poorer health 

conditions, but, thank the Lord, they were able to weather the sickness just 
fine and were back up and going within about a week. The other members of 
the congregation that did become ill are also doing better from everything 
that I am hearing.
We are still trying to wrap up the last little bit of our audio version of the 
book of Mark. Progress has slowed a little due to Covid in the islands. 
Plus, keeping the project going from 8,000 miles away can prove to be a bit 
challenging! Please be praying that we are able to wrap this up by the end of 
the year.
All in all, our family is doing well here, but … there are some circumstances 
that God is allowing to take place in order to teach us to more fully depend on 
Him. Though we may not yet see the point of the lesson or fully understand 
the answers to some of our deeper questions, we are simply reminded to 
wait on the Lord and to rest in Him—even in the limbo. His timing has been 
perfect, His provision has been abundant, and we know that He is always 
faithful to those who seek to serve Him.
As you think of us, please be praying that this furlough would be profitable. 
We need safety on the roads as we travel, and we need good health to be able 
to keep up the work that needs to be done. Please be praying that God begins 
to prepare the way back to Chuuk and that we have the wisdom and clarity 
to discern His timing and will. Please be praying for our family; we are trying 
to use this time to rest as well. As always, please keep Chuuk, its people, and 
the church in your prayers that God would light a fire in Chuuk that would 
not soon be stamped out. We covet your prayers because God answers them.

Until the Islands Know Him,
Josh, Sarah, Milena, and Uriah Wagar (Romans 15:21)

Email: info@50islands.com


