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When we come to the fourth 
chapter of Nehemiah, we 

find God’s people coming face to 
face with what every child of God 
comes face to face with – trials! The 
Bible clearly teaches that trials are 
a part of living the Christian life. 
James 1:2 tells us, “My brethren, 
count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations; Knowing 
this, that the trying of your faith 
worketh patience.” Notice that 
James, under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, uses the word 
“when” and not “if.” Trials are a 
part of our journey. In our text, we 
will see that, when it is all said and 
done, God’s people come through 
these trials victoriously! There is a 
verse though that gives us a key to 
victory in trials. We read in verse 
nine, “Nevertheless we made our 
prayer unto our God, and set a 
watch against them day and night, 
because of them.” Notice the two 
critical words in this verse (taken 
in reverse order), watch and pray. 
Let’s consider several things about 
this instruction to Watch and Pray. 
I. The “Buts” of the Christian 

Life (vs. 1-3)  
We read in these verses, 

“But it came to pass, that when 
Sanballat heard that we builded 
the wall, he was wroth, and took 
great indignation, and mocked 
the Jews. And he spake before his 
brethren and the army of Samaria, 
and said, What do these feeble 
Jews? will they fortify themselves? 
will they sacrifice? will they make 
an end in a day? will they revive 
the stones out of the heaps of the 
rubbish which are burned? Now 
Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, 
and he said, Even that which they 
build, if a fox go up, he shall even 

break down their stone wall.”
When chapter 3 of Nehemiah 

ended, God’s people were very 
busy at work. They were doing 
what God had led them to do. 
They were busy rebuilding the 
walls that surrounded the city of 
Jerusalem that were destroyed by 
the Babylonian invasion. They 
knew that as long as the walls of 
Jerusalem remained in shambles, 
that the name of God would be 
brought to shame. Jerusalem used 
to be the city where God’s people 
dwelt, where God’s Word was 
proclaimed. It was the only city in 
the entire world with which God 
identified His name. The kings of 
Judah reigned from this city, and 

the temple had been built in this 
city under the leadership of King 
Solomon. Jerusalem meant a lot to 
the Jews! Now in our text, God’s 
people were rebuilding this place, 
and for an entire chapter, God 
described in detail the work that 
was being done in Jerusalem and 
those that were working. Then 
when chapter 4 opens, we read the 
first word—“But.” The word “but” 
indicates a change in direction 
and a change of events. This scene 
was about to make “an about face,” 
do a “180.” The routine of the Jews 
was about to be disturbed, and 
this disturbance came from two 
men, Sanballat and Tobiah. When 
Sanballat heard that the wall was 
being built, he became “wroth.” He 
“took great indignation” against 

the Jews and began to taunt them, 
mock them, and ridicule them. In 
Genesis 11, Sarai faced a similar 
“but.” After listing the genealogy 
of Abram, God’s chosen seed, 
we read that his wife was barren. 
Genesis 11:30 says, “But Sarai 
was barren; she had no child.” The 
“but” that Sarai had to deal with 
was barrenness.

The early church also faced 
a “but.” After a description of 
the strong condition of the early 
church in Acts 4:32-37, we read 
in Acts 5:1, “But a certain man 
named Ananias, with Sapphira his 
wife, sold a possession, And kept 
back part of the price, his wife also 
being privy to it …” The “but” that 
the early church had to deal with 
was sin. 

Some people have the idea 
that when we get saved, we are 
not going to face trials like other 
people do. We think, “I’m a child 
of God, my sins are forgiven, I know 
the Lord ... certainly I shouldn’t 
have to deal with the same things 
that others deal with.” But it is not  
a question of “if ” we are going to 
go through trials; it is a question 
of “when.” 1 Thessalonians 3:3 
reads, “That no man should be 
moved by these afflictions: for 
yourselves know that we are 
appointed thereunto.” 1 Peter 2:21 
reads, “For even hereunto were ye 
called: because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow his steps …” 
Our trials can come in the form 
of being ridiculed for living the 
Christian life, health problems, a 
wayward child, or an issue in our 
homes. Whatever it is, all of us 
will face something! Let’s not fool 
ourselves by thinking that trials 
won’t happen to us!
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•	 Tuesday, January 14 

Capitol Baptist Bible Institute  
Spring Semester begins

•	 Fri., January 17  
Capitol Baptist School  
Second Quarter Performance &  
Awards Ceremony

•	 Sat., January 18  
Faithful Rubies Widows Meeting at 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall

•	 Fri.-Sat., January 24-25 
Men’s Meeting    
(Speaker: Mike Edwards)

•	 Sun., January 26  
Guest Speaker - Mike Edwards

•	 Fri., February 14  
Family & Friends Banquet   
at 6:30 PM

Sunday
  Early Service     8:30 AM
   Sunday School    9:45 AM
   Morning Service              11:00 AM
   Choir Practice               4:30 PM
   Missionary Prayer Time 5:30 PM
   Evening Service  6:00 PM

Wednesday
  Teen Meeting  6:15 PM
   Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 PM

Soul-Winning & Visitation
   Wednesday   3:30 PM
   Saturday               10:00 AM
   

Weekly Events

Church Activities January 3, 2020
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“Son”-shine    Join us in prayer for...
•	Easton Baptist Church
•	First State Baptist Church
•	Future Church Plant
•	Laborers for the Harvest (Matt. 9:38)
•	Grace Baptist Church - Oxford, PA - 

seeking a pastor 
•	New Property: wisdom moving forward
•	Scot Daku: increased support; raising of funds for 

property in Fiji
•	Craig Gsell: declining health; partial paralysis; 

heart attack recovery; needs kidney transplant &  
wisdom for healthcare decisions

•	Hall Family: bereavement - passing of James 
Frith’s mother

•	Carol Hassler: brain cancer; radiation  
treatments; wisdom for family

•	Don Kouse: recovery from back injuries from a 
fall

•	Mike McQueen: recovery from and success of 
stage two of back procedure

•	John Mosemann: declining health
•	Evie Nieman: recovery from a seizure
•	Joe Pouser: bone cancer; salvation
•	Raab Family: bereavement - passing of Rob Raab
•	Frency Ramos: wrist surgery recovery
•	Jared Rieff: continued recovery & rehab from bad 

accident at work; two more upcoming surgeries
•	Robert Walpole: recovery from a fall
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Joe Orenshaw
Shut-In

271 Lake Shore Drive
Frederica, DE 19946

Please pray for Joe this week as he is unable 
to get out much. Consider stopping by for a 
visit or sending a note of encouragement!

Church Services
  8 visitors

Soul-Winning/Discipleship
  3 salvations, 2 baptisms

Corner   Harvest 
from 
  Heaven

From the Mission Field
TIM & ELISABETH KNICKERBOCKER - FRANCE

Third Quarter 2019
Dear Praying Friends,
“Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and establish thou the 
work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.” 
(Psalm 90:17). Since the opening of the camp building, what joy we 
have had to use the chapel for our evening services and family camp 
teaching sessions. But with such a tool comes a great responsibility, so 
we ask you to pray that the Lord will establish spiritually the work of 
our hands.
Summer Camps: The July and August 15-day teen and junior camps 
went well with 33 present in July and 40 youth participating in August. 
About 10 juniors received Christ or assurance of their salvation in the 
July camp, as well as two teens who prayed publicly at our testimony 
service on the last evening. At the August camp, we had 27 teens with 
no discipline problems. I noticed two teenage girls talking a lot to each 
other during the camp, and I asked one of them (my granddaughter) 
what they talked about. She replied, “We were discussing the things we 
are learning about the Lord during the camp, as well as the spiritual 
decisions we need to make, because Camp Rainbow is the place to get 
close to God and take a step forward.”
Séphora: Our daughter went right to work preparing the kitchen for 
the summer season, then was the cook for all the summer camps. 
Everybody enjoyed the meals and the enthusiasm that she communicates 
in greeting the people and in presenting the meals and serving them. 
Just before school begain in our village, the village restaurant manager 
closed down the restaurant, which is where the school children have 

their lunch 4 days per week (14 pupils in a one-room country school 
for 4th and 5th grades). Séphora volunteered to do the school cafeteria 
at our camp to help out the village. Her proposal was accepted by 
the mayor, and the children are very happy with the delicious meals 
Séphora prepares. The restaurant is due to re-open in November, but 
the students are afraid they will not eat as well! It is a great way to help 
the village as a practical testimony, and it is also a financial help for the 
camp. We are hiring Séphora for this activity and pray that the Lord 
will allow us to hire her part-time for the camp association, instead of 
her paying for her stay this year.
In the Churches: Our itinerant ministry took us to Lille for two days of 
teaching for the online Bible institute; to Paris where I had the privilege 
of baptizing two former campers, who had made that decision as teens 
at camp; and finally to Marseille for a weekend of evangelism, where 
two other teen campers received Christ as Saviour during the meetings.
Training, Aubusson: We are praying that the Lord will guide us as to 
the best way of training men for local church ministries. We’ll continue 
with the local training sessions but believe that the Lord has more for 
us to do along that line. It just is not clear yet. As for Aubusson, two 
people have asked for baptism. Pray that the necessary teaching to 
prepare them for this step will be clear and that the Lord will build this 
work. Thank you for caring, for praying, and for giving!

Tim & Elisabeth Knickerbocker
Email: tknickerbocker@baptistworldmission.org
Field Phone: 011.33.473.21.59.42
Field Address: Le Bourg Route de Bort | 63690—LARODDE FRANCE


